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Britain faces single 
European tax system 

Exclusive: France and Germany spearhead plan to control revenue and social security 
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Plans lo create a single Euro- 
pean system for tax and social 
£ security are being privately pre- 
f pared in Brussels by a power- 
/. nil alliance of countries 
: induding France and Germany. 

They envisage control over in- 
, come tax being pooled by na- 
tional governments inside the 
single currency area. 

jwntainecLin. pa- 
pers seen by The Independent , 
but which are unlikely to have 
been submitted yet to the British 
government, are part of the 
strategy for a new “flexible” Eu- 


rope. In practice, they are like- 
ly to kill off any remaining 
chance of Britain joining the sin- 
gle currency in the foreseeable 
future. The plans will be wide- 
ly viewed in Britain as an at- 
tempt by France and Germany 
to radically alter the funda- 
mental character of the union 
and the Euro-sceptics will now 
have new cause to argue that 
Britain sentire relationship with 
the EU should be renegotiated. 

Opponents of the angle cur- 
rency have always suggested that 
it would eventually mean a sin- 
gle European economic policy, 
covering tax and social security. 
The new proposals reveal that 


Paris and now Bonn agree and 
are seriously contemplating forg- 
ing ahead with what will be, in 
effect, a single bard core econ- 
omy. This thinking is so far 
ahead of what Westminster has 
contemplated that it makes 
British membership of EMU, un- 
der a Conservative or a Labour 
government very unlikely. 

By contrast, France and Ger- 
many are spearheading the dri- 
ve to ensure that powers lo 
build a common economic pol- 
icy are written into a “flexibili- 
ty” chapter in the next treaty on 
European Union union reform, 
due in June. An official EU re- 
port, summarising how member 


stales view a multi-speed Eu- 
rope. specifically mentions Eco- 
nomic and Monetary Union as 
a key area, where some states will 
want to move faster than others. 

The report does not directly 
call for harmonising direct lax 
and social security. However, ac- 
cording to highly placed sources 
in Brussels, Fiance and Ger- 
many have signalled that they 
want power to integrate in these 
areas after the EMU launch. 

Common policies on direct 
lax and social security may not 
be possible until a few years af- 
ter the EMU launch, France and 
Germany concede. But they 
want the right to go ahead to be 


written into European law now. 
as further treaty revisions may 
not be possible for some time. 

Other priority areas singled 
out in the report for faster 
power-sharing are immigration 
and criminal justice, environ- 
ment law. and indirect taxation 
under the single market rules. 

The proposals are being cir- 
culated amid intense debate 
about how Europe can deepen 
integration without being 
blocked by Britain or any oth-. 
er members stales who oppose 
further power-sharing. 

On Monday, member states 
will hold the first formal dis- 
cussion on the new “flexibility" 


chapter. A separate European 
Commission blueprint for flex- 
ibility, to be discussed by the 
Commission todav, also leaves 
open the possibility of greater 
economic power sharing under 
monetary union. 

Under the “multi-speed” 
arrangement, envisaged by the 
Commission Britain would not 
be forced to join the oew round 
of power-sharing, but would be 
unable to stop other member 
states moving ahead. 

The Commission blueprint 
states that derision on whether 
core groups share new power in 
future should be taken by qual- 
ified majority vote. A mini- 


mum of, perhaps, eight coun- 
tries would be necessary before 
powers are shared under the 
new “flexftiility".arrangement, 
says the Commission. 

John Major has recently been 
advocating a “flexible” multi- 

t ieed Europe, suggesting that 
ri tain's interests would not be 
damaged if countries pool pow- 
ers faster than. others. 

In the treaty negotiations 
Mr Major now faces a battle to 
ensure that monetary union is 
specifically excluded from new 
“flexible” power sharing, and 
that the British veto is strong- 
ly defended. 

Flexibility chapter; page II 
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Ford set to impose huge job cuts 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


Ford is expected to announce 
cuts of one-third in the work- 
force at its Halewood plant to- 
day and the end of volume car 
production on Merseyside. 

Uuion leaders also expect to 
be told that the plant has failed 
mils bid to produce the replace- 
ment for the Escort model 
Britain’s second most popular 
car. The decision would mean 
that for the first rime Ford will 
have to import more of its cars 


for the UK market than it 
exports. The group already ini- 
pons all the Mondeos on sale 
here. 

Halewood islnow expected to 
build a new “Ftpple Carrier” ve- 
hicle, based on the Escort- Pro- 
duction of the exisiting Escort 
will continue until next year at 
a reduced rate, and the trans- 
mission department will re- 
main open. i 

It is thought that 1300 jobs 
will go, leaving around 3,000 
jobs at the Merseyside works, 
but the end of volume car pro- 


duction marks a sea change in 
the company’s policy towards 
European production. 

Management plans will be re- 
vealed to senior union repre- 
sentatives today at Halewood by 
David Gorman, bead of man- 
ufacturing in Europe. Hie de- 
cision to “down-size” Halewood 
comes after a series of accusa- 
tions about the plant’s low pro- 
ductivity. 

Tony Woodley, National Of- 
ficial of the Transport and Gen- 
eral Workers’ Union, has 
threatened to bring Ford pro- 


duction in Europe to a stand- 
still if Che company refused to 
produce the Escort replace- 
ment at Halewood. 

The Saariouis factory in Ger- 
many and the Spanish plant at 
Valencia have already been as- 
sured that they will be produc- 
ing the new Escort, due to be 
launched in 1 998. 

Mr Woodley said yesterday: 
“1 have to go into the meeting 
believing that it makes no eco- 
nomic or political sense to dose 
Halewood. I am determined to 
come out of the meeting with 


a car plant that will continue to 
produce high volume quality ve- 
hicles for this country and Eu- 
rope." He warned of co-ordin- 
ated union action to save Hale- 
wood if necessary. 

Ian McCartney, Labour's 
chief employment spokesman, 
said: “We have already lost 
180,000 manufacturing .jobs 
over the past few years in the 
North-west and this announce- 
ment would give the lie to 
government claims that they 
have created the investment 
centre of Europe.” 


Ford's vehicle production in 
Britain has declined from 

635.000 in 1979 to less than 

400.000 last year, while employ- 
ment at the company' s plants in 
the UK dropped in the same pe- 
riod from 75,000 to 30.000. 
Employment levels in Germany 
have remained level at around 
50,000. 

Ford union leaders have ar- 
gued that the company should 
be increasing investment in the 
United Kingdom. 

Ford last night refused to 
comment- 


QUICKLY 


Diana retreat 

The Government was forced 
into an embarrassing retreat af- 
ter reports that a minister de- 
scribed Princess Diana as a 
loose cannon for backing a 
Red Cross campaign for a 
worldwide ban on the use of 
landmines. Page 2 


Seoul riots 

Thousands of demonstrators 


ots grow 

of demonst 
fought pitched battles with the 
riot police in central Seoul yes- 
terday as the South Korean gov- 
ernmeut appeared to be 
preparing for a political crack- 
down against striking trade 
unionists. Page 12 
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100 years on, Country Life 
puts pearls before swine 


James Cusack 



It has taken a 100 years, put after a cen- 
tury of rural, upper-enpt, traditional, 
almost Puritan, values,; Country Life 
has thrown moral caution to the wind 
and printed its first “page three" nudes. 

With all the shock of a Hawaiian shirt 
worn for a defer hunt, thfe, magazine fa- 
mous for its B arbour-dad pin-up draped 
across a Range Rover has opted to cel- 
ebrate its centenary with a bevy of 
beauties wearing nothing^ but their 
pearls. A tasteful nipple on page SS and 
its accompanying an nature! redr view are, 
according to the editor Give Aslet, “tan- 
tamount : i to works of ait by the photog- 
rapher. John Swannell" 

It may be an old excuse for the in- 
sertion of a bit of populist culture, but 
Mr Aslet insisted: “Look, I felt, here w 
are in existence far 100 years. And 1 took 
the conscious decision to show that we 
are not as stuffy as people think/ 1 , 

The usual'' gels in pearls" portraits was 
ordered to be jazzed tip. “I transmitted 
what I wanted to the fashion editor, Mr 


Aslet said. “I thought we could make a 
little play, with girls wearing nothing but 
their pearls.” The fashion spread will ei- 
ther be seen as turning the magazine into 
Vogue for the green welly brigade, or a 
welcome relief from somewhat Victori- 
an attitudes. * 

Although the pages of artistic nudity . 
will attract attention, Mr Aslet is also cel- 
ebrating the centenary with an attempt 
to predict what the next 100 years of 
Britain's country life will bring. For a 
magazine that lives in-the past, its spe- 
cial report “A vision of the country AD 
2097" makes some repiarkable predic- 
tions. I 

Seeing “change mope profound than 
has.been seen in this century" the re- 
port is a catalogue of economic, social, 
environmental and cultural warnings. A 
bad century for th£ country house 
means that by 2097 a small rural pad will 
cost £250m. Increasing numbers of 
young people will move back into “ser- 
vice" as land and wealth pre concen- 
trated In even fewer bands. 

The pessimistic analysis envisions 


“most of the poor living on suburban es- 
tates, picking up casual work whenever 
they cam the" rest will be servants for the 
rich”. While Marxists would say “well, 
do change there", there are still more 
shocks. 

One of the “alternative views" is that 
life in Britain by 2097 will become so 
grim that “almost everyone emigrates to 
the Pacific Rim countries on reaching the 
age of 14". The remaining geriatric pop- 
ulation, for sport, will compete in an 
ovsf-90s “Geri-Olympics". 

The study is unsure about the effects 
of global wanning and other climatic 
changes. There could be British rice 
from the “paddy fields of Suffolk" and 
a boom time for wine “grown as easi- 
ly as jam", or rising sea levels reducing 
us to “ocean-grown" foods and meals 
like spirulina soup and red algae 'meat- 
bails'. 

Fox hunting, says the report, will be 
banned, but there is solace for the re- 
dundant red jackets and hounds because 
“it will be still available on black-mar- 
ket virtual reality discs". 



Natural beauty: Jewellery fashion as 
it appears in the pages of Country life 


the tabloid 


Jilly Cooper’s 
music in the key 
of sex 
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Howto beat a dictator. 

; V V;*y : 

Your guide to people 

power PAGES 14-15 


computing faxing imaging copying 


printing 


Unbelievably, for the first 


time ever. Canon are offering 


Canon 


their best selling Copier at 



latest 

feature, 

50 % 

reduction* 


50%* off r.r.p. A saving of over 


£3/100. It only lasts until the 


end of January. So if you want 


to mate the most of this half- 


price otter, get a Canon while 


you can, for more information 


NP 1550 contact your Local Parftci 


pating Authorised Supplier 


tf anyone can Canon can. or Phone 0500 801 80L 


Canon 
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Deadly Scottish virus takes its toll of Forsyth 


S omething was up. My 
colleagues from the 
Scottish press were filing into 
the gallety (taking a break 
from their day jobs begging 
on London street comers, 
presumably/, and the benches 
were filling up with Scots 
MPs. When the Secretary of 
State for Scotland. Michael 
Forsyth, look his seat, 1 knew 
we were in for another bite of 
£ coli 1057. the virulent food 
organism that claimed the 
lives of 16 pensioners just 
before Chnsunas. A 
statement was due. 

Some English MPs stayed 
to listen. Eric Martlcw. the 
Labour member for Carlisle, 
did so presumably because 
there is little to stop a virus 
travelling (like Border raiders 
before it) the short distance 
between the Scottish lowlands 



and his constituency. 
Unfortunately for Mr 
Martiew, he fell under 
suspicion when a bleep went 
off in the chamber, followed 
by a chiming watch. Speaker 
Betty - a passionate hater of 
bleepers - frowned and Eric 
blushed, as the guiltless 
always do. when falsely 
accused. Tony Marlow 
(Rampant Europbobe, 


Northampton North) also ' 
JnecC sprawled across a 


"Tony Marlow 
stayed, probably 
under the 
impression that 
the E in E coli 
stands for Europe ’ 


remained, sprawled across a 
bench, probably under the 
impression that the E in £ coli 
stands for Europe. 

The last year has aged Mr 
Forsyth. When 1996 began he 
was still an enfant terrible of 
the right - lacking Michael 
Portillo's charisma, but 
making up for It in rat-like 
cunning and intelligence. 
Then came Dunblane (which 


affected him immensely), the 
consequent Tory failure to 
understand the 'public mood 
on guns and - finally - the 
£ coli outbreak, which he 
described yesterday as “one 
of the worst of its sort in the 
world”. Yesterday, he looked 
haggard and middle-aged. 

True to form. Jfre interim 
report of the Pennington 
Group, chaired by Professor 
Pennington, had been 
available to the Government 
on New Year’s Day. but to 
the Opposition only minutes 
before the ministerial 
statement a fortnight later. 
Also true to form, Mr 
Foisyth's approach was to 
lake every action outlined in 
tbe report; to lock, bolt and 
armour plate the stable door 
now that the horse had 
bolted. There would be more 


research, more surveillance, 
more enforcement of hygiene 
regulations and better 
handling of the next crisis. 

His shadow, tbe avian 
George Robertson, was not 
placated. Had not the same 
Professor Pennington asked 
for funding for research last 
November and been refused? 
What advice had the Scottish 
Health minister (Lord Fraser 
of Carmyllie) given about the 
need for public disclosure on 
affected outlets? “Is this not 
the classic way this 
Government treats every 
crisis it faces - react to events 
rather than shaping them and 
always too little, too late?" 

But this criticism is 
universal; under which party- 
have there been no disasters, 
no tragedies? This is no 
real-life Dr Finlay plot-line. 


Ministers deny 


spiking Diana’s 


mines campaign 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


The Government was forced into 
an embarrassing retreat yesterday 
after reports that a minister de- 
scribed the Princess of Wales as a 
“loose cannon" for backing the Red 
Cross campaign for a worldwide 
ban on landmines . 

The Minisuy of Defence was 
plunged into a rearguard action af- 
ter it became clear that the criticism 
of the Princess, as she posed with 
children maimed by land mines, 
threatened to rebound on the Gov- 
ernment. There was disarray in gov- 
ernment ranis as a former minister. 
Sir Peter Viggars. compared the 
Princess's campaign against land- 
mines with Brigitte Bardot's 


support for stray cats. 


: Foreign Secretary, Malcolm 
Rifkind, stepped in to make it 
dear that the Government had no 
quarrel with the Princess. As tbe 
search at Westminstercontinued to 
find the culprit, Earl Howe, a ju- 
nior defence minister in the Lords, 


owned up to having lunch with two 
journalists. But the Earl denied ail 
knowledge of the remarks, report- 
ed to have been made over hors 
cf oeuvres at Simply Nico, an ex- 
pensive London restaurant used for 
off-the-record meetings. 

Earl Howe, 45, a member of the 
Cuizon banking family, has hitherto 
avoided publicity. “He is not some- 
one who would be indiscreet. He 
has not got a lot to be indiscreet 
about," said one Lords insider. “He 
is veiy mild-mannered and at par- 
ties doesn't turn his nose up at 
talking to minions. He certainly 
would not be someone who had an 
axe to grind. He might be a bit in- 
effectual but be isn't someone who 
is hard enough to grind axes, even 
in private.” 

Meanwhile, Princess Diana, who 
is in Angola on a four-day visit, 
brushed aside the criticism and said: 
“l am only trying to highlight a 
problem that is going on all around 
the world- that's ah.'’ 

She flew to Kuito, believed to be 
the most mined town in the world, 1 


and walked its streets, which have 
been all but destroyed by the coun- 
try’s civil war. All around were 
minefields - the Princess was 
warned not to step off the pot-boled 
tarmac roads and paths. 

De-mining experts from Britain's 
Halo Trust were nearby, painstak- 
ingly clearing a small area of land. 
She then flew on to Huambo, 
where she walked down a narrow 
corridor cleared through a mine- 
field after donning an armoured 
vest and 

visor. 

Mr Rifkind told the Commons: 
“We support a multilateral, uni- 
versal ban on landmines. That is a 
policy which bas been called for 
from a number of quarters and we 
welcome the support given to that 
policy as does the Red Cross." 

The British Red Cross Director 
General Mike Whitlam. travelling 
with the princess, dismissed the con- 
troversy as u a bit of mischief ... It 
would be really awful if this visit 
went sour because of something go- 
ing on in London”. 


Attempting ban would be futile 


Jojo Moyes 


Banning landmines, which injure 
or kill 65 people every day, would 
prove more dangerous than regu- 
lating them, according to an expert 

There arc thought to be more 
than 110 million worldwide, al- 
though stocks of old-style mines, 
which remain live for np to 100 
years, are being replaced with self- 
destruct devices which de-activate 
after a certain length of time. 

The places worst affected by 
landmines are Afghanistan. Cam- 
bodia, Angola and tbe former Yu- 
goslavia. For every mine cleared at 
a cost of £500, 20 more are laid. 
Last yean 100.000 were removed 


while 2 million were planted. 

Mine clearance is a dangerous 
and lengthy procedure and in 
places such as Angola, the clear- 
ance rate can be as slow as 3-5 sq 
km per day. It has been calculat- 
ed that it would take 4,000 years to 
dear the mines in Afghanistan. 

International pressure led to an 
agreement last May to ensure fu- 
ture mines contain eight grammes 
of iron to make them easier to trace, 
and be either dearly marked, or fit- 
ted with a self-destruct device. 

According to the expert, who 
asked to remain anonymous, there 
are two big problems with these 
“smart” models. Tbe first was re- 
liability. “If you think about tbe 


conditions in which they might have 
to work - they might have to he 
dropped from an aeroplane -is this 
mechanism going to work?” 

The second was cost. “The 
cheapest mines are maybe $3. If you 
said to the Chinese, for example, 
•yon must have these things, they’ll 
only add $15 to tbe cost’, I can tell 
yon what they’d say.” 

Cheapex, and potentially more re- 
liable possibilities included the 
use of corrosion or biological decay 

Campaigners lobbying for a 
global ban dismiss the new agree- 
ment It will not be reviewed for fire 
years, in which time an estimated 
130,000 people will have suffered 
fatal or serious injuries. 


£ Fog everywhere. Fog up the river, where it flows among green 
aits and meadows; fog down the river, where it rolls defiled 
among the tiers of shipping and the waterside pollutions of 
a great (and dirty) city. 9 Charles dickens, bleak house 



Joggers ran into Dickensian fog in Hyde Park, London, yesterday as weather 
conditions all over the country deteriorated. Visibility was down to 15 metres 
in some places; football matches had to be postponed and traffic slowed as 
roads became hazardous. Photograph: Greg Bos Rush for the sun, page 4 


Labour claims Tories will extend VAT to food 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Labour claimed last night that 
another Tory government would 
slap value-added tax on food, 
adding £10.50 a week 10 the av- 
erage family food bill. 

Tony Blair yesterday told tbe 
Parliamentary Labour Party: 
“It will mean they will stop at 
nothing. They will think there 


is nothing to stop them ex- 
tending VAT, Last time, they 
said they would not put VAT on 
fuel ... But they did just Lhat.” 

Today. Labour will spell out 
that warning with a new poster 
campaign. The poster shows a 
hand breaking an egg, accom- 
panied by the message: “ Next 
Tory tax? £10-50 a week VAT on 
food. Enough is enough." 

The Conserve Lives yesterday 


held a press conference herald- 
ing the latest fail in unemploy- 
ment, warning that if Labour 
were elected it would threaten 
the increase in employment. 

But the Labour attack on tax 
will be as potent, given the 
record of tbe last election cam- 


paign, when John Major said he 
had no plans to extend ' 


i plans to extend VAT cov- 
erage - before extending it to 
domestic fuel and power bills. 


Today, Labour will produce 
a letter from Kenneth Clarke, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 
which he said last month: “1 can 
only reaffirm lhat I have never 
promised not to extend the 
scope of VAT" 

The Government’s Com- 
mons difficulties were aggra- 
vated last night when an all- 
party select committee broke up 
without reaching a derision on 


the balance of power in the 
committee that will scrutinise 
the Finance Bill. 

Ministen; have argued that in 
spite of the faet that the Gov- 
ernment has no overall major- 
ity following the death of Whral 
South Tore MR Barry Porter, it 
should maintain a majority in 
the Finanoi Bill committee be- 
cause Wirral South counts as a 
Tory scat until a by-election de- 


cides otherwise. That point was 
not agreed by last night's meet- 
ingof the Committee of Selec- 
tion. and the issue will now have 
to be resolved by a vote of the 
whole House. 

As it would not be in the in- 
terests of the Ulster Unionists 
to back the Government in 
that vote, the result could be 
touch-and-go. 

Surviving the vote, page 8 


significant shorts 


where plague comes to 
Tannochbrae. and is traced to 
the greedy butcher, tbe 
complacent health officer and 
a basic lack of hygiene. 

.And Scots perceptions that 
the tragedy has not received 
fair coverage simply because 
it happened in their country, 
are also wide of the mark. 
Had 16 Scottish teenagers 
died, the story would have 
dominated the London 
headlines. But no one (except 
their immediate families) 
really minds too much if old 
folk die - living pensioners 
have a call on our sympathies; 
dead ones are part of nature's 
plan. That is why healthy 80- 
year-olds enter hospitals for 

treatment to in-growing 
toenails and emerge dead - 
and no one bats an eyelid. Or 
makes a statement 


Gordon 

Angiesea 


The top item in the , 
Significant Shorts column in 
yesterday's edition referred 
to a complaint that ha£ been 
made against the fonder 
North Wales Police j 
Superintendent Gordon 
Angiesea. J 

We wish to make itj clear 
that the complaint is; 
question does not re&te to . 
minors or the untrue 
allegations of sexual ibuse 
that appeared in television 
and newspaper repo ts, 
including The Indap ? ndent on 
Sunday , between 1991 and 


Missing child 
seen with 
hfondman 


1993 for which Gordon 
l £37 


75.000 


. Angjesea received . 
in libel damages. 

We also wish to 
no charges have I 
brought against Mr . w 
in respect of the complaint 
under consideration! 



Jail ship 

for three 



Prison overcrowding [means a 
floating jail may be needed for 
three years, the Prisoh Service 
said yesterday, ft is seeking 
planning permission to bring 
one from (he US to Portland 
harbour, Dorset 


A bkmd-baired young man 

may have abducted the 
missi ng girl Zoe Evan s, - - 
detectives said last night. 
Fears grew for her after' 
witnesses told police they bad 
seen her talking to him. ” 

A slim, 5ft 7m tall man with 
shaven hair was seen walking 
with Zoe, nine, through a 
supermarket car park towards 
the railway station in 
Vfenmnster, Wiltshire, on 
Saturday afternoon. She 
disappeared from her home in 
the town on Saturday 
morning. Another witness saw 
Zoe shortly afterwards on a 
footpath. A similar man in a 
black bomber-type jacket with 
a “SptiSy” motif on tbe back 
was behind her. 

Superintendent Colin 
Dixon, head of Wiltshire CED, 
said Zoe had not appeared to 
be distressed. But he added: 
“As every day passes we are 
growing more concerned.” 
Police urged anyone who saw 
her with the xnan'io contact, 
them on 01380 722341. A big 
search continued. . .-! 


Richard Tilt, the Director 
risen Servic 


General of the Prison Service, 
3n of 


< Break-oii£ kit 
smuggled in’ 


said the prison popuiatfor 
England and Wiles was 


approaching 60,000. 


He also disclosed that the 
country’s 900 most dangerous 
criminals are to be 
concentrated in 13 prisons 
which will have extra security. 
Eight that hold category A 
inmates will be down-graded. 
The move follows a 
recommendation in the report 
into the Parkhurst break-out 
which called for (he most ' 
dangerous inmates to be kept 
in a smaller number of more 
secure units./as»n Bennetto 


Random tests 
find Semtex 


Equipment was smuggled into 
a new maximum security jaB 
to enable six prisoners to 
breakout, wolwicb Crown 
Court, London, was told 
yesterday. They cut through 
two fences and dim bed two 
walls to escape from 
Whitemoorjaii, 
Cambridgeshire. All were 
recaptured with the help of a 
heat-seeking helicopter. 

Liam Magee, 48; Liam ’ 
McCottee, 33; Daniel 
McNamee, 36; Laim 
OThubhir, 34; Pfcter Sherry, 31; 
and Andrew Russefl. 34, deny 
escaping and possessing two 
guns with intent to endanger 
life. The hearing continues. 
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Two taxis based at Heathrow 
Airport were found to have 
traces of Semtex explosive by 
scientists carrying out 
random tests. 

The discovery, which took 
the scientists by surprise, 
came during a Home Office 
study to assess die risk of 
innocent people becoming 
terrorist stispms through 
accidental contamination. 

Traces of the Semtex 
constituent RDX were also 
found on a luggage handling 
surface at Heathrow. 

Tbe study, reported in the 
Journal of Forensic Sciences , 
was conducted fry the 
Defence Evaluation 
Research Agency’s forensic 
explosives laboratory at Fort 
Halstead, Kent. A spokesman 
said: “One possibility is that 
the taxis had carried a service 
person or somebody who 
dealt with explosives in a 
commerriaJ capacity.” 


Spermruling k 
delayed 


Judgment was reserved in the 
Court of Appeal hearing over 
the refusal by the High Court 
to allow Diane Blood to use 
sperm taken from her dying 
husband for artificial 
insemination. The Master of 
the Rolls. Lord WoolL said 
there were “difficult points for 
consideration”. 


Ad downed 


A complaint about a beer 
advertisement brought by (he 
European Commission and 
the European Movement has 
been upheld. The Advertising 
Standards Authority said the 
advertisement for Beck's Bier, 
which accused Brussels of 
interfering with the kind of 
water that could be used to 
brew it, was misleading. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 


New Year. New Technology. Old price. 
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jpjgrr Dell have kicked off the new year with an 
^ outstanding offer The Dell Dimension" XPS M166s 
and its Intel 166MHz Pentium* Processor with 
Pentium" MMX™ technology is now available for only £1.299 
{£1.555.70 inc delivety & VAT). And, for limited 
period only, well give you an extra 16Mb SDRAM for free. So you get 
the most advanced hardware with no advance in price. And because 
it comes with new MMX technology, it can run between 10% and 
20% faster under today's normal business applications. Call the 
world's largest direct PC manufacturer* today on 01344 724616 
and get this year's technology ar last year's prices. 


DHL DIMENSION XPS M166s BONUS BUNDLE 

• INTEL* 166MHz PENTIUM* PROCESSOR 
WITH MMX TECHNOLOGY 

• 16Mb SDRAM ♦ EXTRA 16Mb SDRAM FREE 

• 512Kb PIPELINE BURST CACHE 

• 2Gb EIDE HARD DRIVE 

• SIB P0WERGRAPH 64 3D PCI GRAPHICS CARD: 

2Mb VIDEO MEMORY 

• 15'COLOUR SVGAMONrrOR (13. 7 5 'VIEWABLE AREA) 

• EIGHT SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE 

• MID-SIZED TOWER CHASSIS 

• INTEGRATED 16-BIT SOUND AND AC590 SPEAKERS 

• MICROSOFT WINDOWS 95 * MS OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 95 
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news 


He did it for Alvin Stardust and 
Chris Rea: can he do it for Blair? 


Millionaire businessman revealed as driving force behind Labour’s controversial ‘blind’ fundraising trust 



Christian Woltnar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Michael Levy is an almost leg* 
endary figure in the Jewish 
community with a reputation as 
a brilliant fundraiser and suc- 
cessful businessman. A mil- 
lionaire, he made a fortune 
from the record business help- 
ing to launch the career of a 
string of artists from Alvin Star- 
dust to Chris Rea, and now dri- 
ves a Bentley and owns 
luxurious homes in north Lon- 
don and Israel. 

He is also close to Tony Blair 
and his chief fundraiser, having 
persuaded the rich to part with 
hundreds of thousands of 
pounds in the cause of getting 
the Labour leader elected. 

He was the force behind the 
“blind trust" set up to allow 
benefactors to maJke anony- 
mous donations to Labour. The 
same trust is now the subject of 
an investigation by a powerful 
Commons committee of MPs. 

Mr Levy sold his record busi- 
ness in the late 19S0s, and de- 
voted much of his time to a 
string of Jewish charities, pp- 
ticularly as chairman of Jewish 
. Care which is Britain's largest 


private welfare organisation. It 
was a chance meeting with Mr 
Blair thai led to his involvement 
in Labour fundraising. Mr Blair 
became a regular tennis partner 
last summer at Mr Levy's home 
in Totteridge. north London, 
and the two have become per- 
sonal friends. 

But inevitably, he has been 
drawn into controversy. Mr 
Levy's refuses to discuss any- 
thing about his Labour Party 
role. The blind fund was creat- 
ed when John Smith was leader, 
but its very secretive ness has re- 
bounded on Labour which tra- 
ditionally has been much more 
open in its fundraising efforts 
than the Tories who refuse to 
disclose details of any donations. 

Its existence led" to the de- 
parture from Labour's fundrais- 
ing team last year of Heniy 
Drucker, the US-born acade- 
mic, who had been credited with 
raising £340m for Oxford Uni- 
versity. Mr Drucker wanted to 
close the blind fund - arguing 
that it was a Labour “own goal" 
and would prevent him reach- 
ing his own target of£tim - but 
this view was dismissed by Mr 
Levy in a stand up row. 

Mr Levy is one of Labour's 




Michael Levy (above) who was instrumental in the musical careers of Kyi ie Minogue (top left) and Alvin Stardust (right) 


four-strong committee of 
fundraisers named late last year 
as Bob Gavron. the millionaire 
publisher who donated 
£500,1X10 to the party. Lord 
Attenborough and Tom Sawyer, 
the party’s general secretary. 


As well as raising money for 
the controversial blind fond, Mr 
Levy concentrates on raising big 
amounts for the party, involv- 
ing cheques of £20,000 or more. 
Smaller sums are dealt with by 
an assistant who works in Mr 


Blair's office. Mr Levy operates 
from his home in Tbtteridge. 

In his mid fifties, he is wide- 
ly described asjpersonable, with 
immense chansma and charm, 
but he is also known to have a 
fierce and ready temper. 


Whether raising money for 
Jewish charities, or the Labour 
Party, Mr Levy adopts the 
straightforward American 
method of gening people to 
give, rather than the normally 
more reserved British style. As 


one donor put it: “He ha> a very 
blunt approach. ‘How much 
can 1 put you down for?' is his 
standard approach. And it is 
highly successful." 

Indeed, the success of Mr 
Levy's approach was typified by 
the story of Leslie Silver, the for- 
mer Leeds United chairman, 
who was persuaded to give 
£25,000 to Labour late last 
year. Mr Silver was not a mem- 
ber of the Labour Party but had 
always been sympathetic and 
gave the money after Mr Levy 
approached him. 

Friends say that Mr Levy, 
who was brought up in Hack- 
ney, east London, has always 
had left-wing sympathies. How- 
ever, he only recently became 
a Labour Party member, having 
been attracted by Labour's 
more conservative policies. 

He sold his old company, 
Magnet Records, to Warner 
Brothers in 1988, and now has 
a new business. M&G (for 
Michael and Gilda^ his wife). 

He helped launch the careers 
of such artists as AJvin Stardust 
and Chris Rea. and Pete Wa- 
terman. the millionaire record 
producer who masterminded 
the singing career of the Aus- 


tralian soap star Kylie Minoguc. 

Mr Waterman is effusive 
about his mentor, despite the 
fact Lhat the two had many 
blinding rows: “He saw me as a 
DJ in Coventry and brought me 
down to London and offered me 
£100 per week which was more 
than double what I had been get- 
ting. Then a few weeks later, he 
said he felt guilty about paying 
me so badly and promptly dou- 
bled it to £200 He is the great- 
est businessman I have” ever 
worked for." 

Mr Levy gave Mr Waterman 
money to buy a suit, but then 
made him get rid of it saying it 
made him “look like my bank 
manager". Mr Levy was always 
the “straight" money man, leav- 
ing the creative side to pro- 
ducers and recording artists. 

Mr Waterman says lhat Mr 
Levy was a demanding but re- 
warding employer “We had 
some fabulous rows, but if one 
stood one's ground, he would 
back you to the hilt afterwards. 
It was as if he was testing you. 

“If Michael takes an interest 
in an issue, he will deliver. 
The Labour Party are lucky to 
have him." 


US broker to sell 
babies to British 


Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 


The Department of Health 
warned last night that it may 
lake legal action to stop an 
American "rent-a womb” baby 
broker recruiting childless cou- 
ples in the United Kingdom. 

This follows advance public- 
ity for a visit to London by Bill 
Handel, a lawyer and founder 
of The Center for Surrogate 
Parenting & Egg Donation in 
Los Angeles. 

Six couples are signed up so 
far for Mr Handel's weekend 
seminar at the Hilton Hotel on 
1 and 2 February, when he will 
discuss their going to Los An- 
geles to procure eggs or surro- 
gate mothers. The centre's 
psychologist and lawyer will 
also take part in the discussions. 

The total cost of a baby born 
in the United States to a surro- 
gate mother from the centre is 


put at between £30,000-£40.000. 
The cost of a donor egg for 
women who can cany a child but 
do not produce their own eggs 
is about £6,000. excluding med- 
ical. legaL and travel expenses. 

Health ministers were last 
night seeking clarification from 
gsweraraenllawyers on the Sur- 
rogacy Arrangement Act 1985 
which forbids a third party oth- 
er than the intended parents or 
the surrogate mother from work- 
ing “on acommeraal basis to ne- 
gotiate or compile information" 
for surrogacy arrangements. Pri- 
vate arrangements between a 
couple and a woman willing to 
be a surrogate are not illegal 

Mr Handel could be arrest- 
ed if he openly touted for busi- 
ness or advertised his services. 
However, he is publicising the 
visit wirhout paying for adver- 
tising, and a press release issued 
yesterday by his spokesman 
Mark Williams is within the law. 


Mr Handel says that the semi- 
nar is for the benefit of six in- 
vited childless couples who 
approached him initially. 

Couples who use Mr Han- 
del's agency in Beverly Hills can 
choose a surrogate mother or 
egg donor from a list of 250 
women whose pictures and de- 
tails are supplied. The women 
are picked for their intelli- 
gence, looks, and health. US law 
differs from British law in that 
surrogate mothers normally 
have to hand over the babies 
they give birth to. 

Mr Williams said last night: 
“[Mr Handel] is coming over to 
meet six couples who have been 
in touch with him several times 
over the phone. He is not com- 
ing here to 'walk around with a 
banner on his head saying 'do you 
want a baby?’ The publicity is to 
provide information. These peo- 
ple who need children might have 
tried every other option." He said 



Handel: List of 250 mothers 


other couples were free to turn 
up to the seminar if they first 
contacted the centre in LA and 
received an invitation. 

A DoH spokesman said: “Wfe 
cannot stop couples going over- 
seas in have a surrogate baby. But 
under the law in this country 
agents or individuals other than 
the surrogate mother or intend- 
ed parents are prevented from 
acting on a commercial basis." 

He added that “we may pos- 
sibly want to take action but it 
is too soon to say what that will 
be. We will watch events very 
closely over the next few days." 


The television chat show is 
re-invented - warts and all 


Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 

The latest incarnation of the 
chat show format was an- 
nounced by Channel 4 yester- 
day. The new programme will 
combine the traditional ingre- 
dients of a celebrity presenter 
and star guests, with fly-on-the- 
wall footage of the backstage 
production team. 

The new show comes as a re- 
placement for the axed Gaby 
Roslin talk show, which got 
info diffi culties after its pre- 
senter refused to plug the films 
and books of celebrities. 

The Shaw, hosted by the bear- 
like stand-up comedian Bob 
Mills, has been given the Gaby 
Roslin show’s old prime-tune 
sloe 1030 on Saturday nights. 
The programme which 


shows the staff trying t° P“ l . die 
show together as well as the re- 
sulting interviews, was devised 
by executive producer Jett 



Pope, who sold the idea to 
Channel 4 after gatecrashing a 
lunch with one of its commis- 
sioning editors. 

Mr Pope came up with the 
idea after working on Richard 
Littlejohn Use and Uncut and The 
Late Jonathan Ross. He said: “It 
was while doing it that I realised 
that a talk show office is one of 
the greatest soap operas there 

^“The traditional chat show is 
pretty much dead in the water. 
People have got more sophisti- 
cated and this show offers 
something different/ 4 

The shews presenter agreed. 
“I think the traditional chat 
show lost its way in that people 
have moved on from the 
Michael Parkinson style of show 
in which famous people just 
come on and chat for a certain 
length of time.” , 

The idea is that The imw s 
team will provide the enter- 
tainment just as must as the star 




guests. The pilot shows Mr 
Pope tearing his hair out as the 
programme overruns, Mr Mills 
plotting behind his bock about 
what to wear and one guest, a 
teacher who sang a song, ask- 
ing that any record companies 
which ring up as a result be 
given her home number. 

Nothing will be sacrosanct 
judging by the pilot, which did 
Mr Pope and Mr Mills no 
favours. The host was filmed 
picking his nose and scratching 
his armpits, and Mr Pope was 
shown cursing furiously as he 
raced to reception because no- 
one had bothered to meet a star 
guest. 

At one point he told the 
cameraman to slop filming but 
he refused, Channel 4 are 
adamant the show wffl pull no 
punches; all the staff took Lhe 
job in the knowledge that no 
prisoners would be taken. 

Expea to see a lot of 25-year- 
old researcher, Rosie Lacnetti. 


tf ' 


“She’s very young and very free 
and very single," Mr Pope ex- 
plained “We were waiting on an 
answer for our request to in- 
terview Terry Venables and her 
phone rang and she sounded re- 
ally pleased So the cameras 
zoomed in and she wrote on a 
post-it note: ‘Go away. This is 
the bloke 1 picked up last 
night’.” 

The hour-long programme, 
starting on 1 February, will al- 
ternate between studio inter- 
views backstage footage - a 
formula that could repeat the 
success of other waits-and-all 
documentaries such as 77?e 
House, a recent series about 
London's Royal Opera House. 

Both Mr Pope and Mr Mills, 
who resemble a Laurel and 
Harcty double-act because of 
their respective weights, ac- 
knowledge they may not be 
flattering themselves. “1 look 
terrible backstage," said Mr 
Mills. 




Look here. 

The Membership Rewards Programme does more- 
a lot more- giving you access to a world of 
experiences, whether you're interested in air travel 
or not. Once you're enrolled, we can provide you 
with cinema tickets or a trip to a Sea life Centre; 
entry to Disneyland Paris or a stay at a Hong Kong 
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Membership Rewards proves that finally, the sky 
is no longer the limit. 

To find out how we can help you do more, call now: 

0800 700 767 
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news 


Officials are 
shot in serving 
eviction order 


Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 


A county sheriff and two offi- 
cials were shot and wounded 
yesterday as they arrived at a 
house in I re land's border coun- 
try to serve an eviction order. 

They were accompanied at 
the bungalow three miles from 
the village of Bawnbqy by three 
gardai. who quickly summoned 
armed colleagues from Cavan. 
The man responsible for the 
shootings is believed to possess 
a number of guns including 
one legally held firearm. 

The shootings happened just 
after midday, shattering the 
peace of the serene lakeland 
country beside the forested 
slopes of Slieve Rushen moun- 
tain west of Bally connell. 


who lived at the house with his 
elderly mother, who is serious- 
ly ill with cancer. 

Locals said he was a former 
employee at a Wild West-style 
ranch adventure centre owned 
by an Austrian businessman, 
who is also the legal owner of 
the farm and was se ekin g to re- 
gain possession of the proper- 
ty. The eviction move followed 
the failure of efforts by local 
people to settle the tenancy dis- 
pute. 

The wounded men shot suf- 
fered superficial arm and legs 
injuries and were later said to 
be out of danger in hospital. 

Gardai negotiators were last 
night talking to the man by tele- 
phone from a neighbouring 
house. They described the situ- 
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tain west of Ballyconnell. ation as ‘‘very volatile". Supt 
Further shots were heard at fotrick Browne, in charge of the 
around 1.30pm, apparently in- siege operation, said : “I would 
tended as a warning to gardai appeal to him to come out and 
not 10 approach. let us help him and help his mot h- 

Gardai said the gunman was er get medical attention. This is 
a German national in his forties very traumatic for her too." 


Sedentary pleasures: Novelist Malcom Bradbury in London yesterday after receiving the Pipesmoker of the Year award from die Pipesmokers’ Council Photograph: David Rose 




Words don’t come easy. 


The ability to talk is a gift that no other creature on 
this planet shares. It gives us the power to make people 
laugh, cry, think and wonder. 

So why do we sometimes find it so difficult? 
Why are we often stuck for words? 


Conversation, like most things, is a skill that can be learnt. 

With this in mind BT created TalkWorks. A specially commissioned 
book is now available which, for the first time, brings together the 
world’s leading knowledge and experience on how to have more 
rewarding conversations. 


It has tips on how to get your point across, how to make 
your feelings known, how to talk to your family or 
strangers, how to listen, and (you are still there aren't you) 
how to hold people’s attention. 


TalkWorks will cost £4.99 but is available free for a 
limited period. Call our 24 hour Freefone 0800 800 808 
now for your free copy. 
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Liverpool 


star ‘saved 


goals by 


instinct’ 


Michael Streeter 


The ex-Liverpool goalkeeper, 
Bruce Grobbelaar. failed to fix 
two Premier League soccer 
matches because his instincts as 
a professional athlete took over 
and he made a series of •'blind- 
ing” saves, a court was told 
yesterday. 

The jury at Winchester 
Crown Court was shown video 
extracts showing how Grobbe- 
laar, 38, now with Plymouth Ar~ 
gyle, made the saves while 
playing for Liverpool in two 
matches against Manchester 
United and Norwich City in 
1994. Both matches resulted in 
draws. 

David Calvert Smith. QC 
said Grobbelaar told his friend 
Christopher Vincent of his 
dilemma after being asked to 
throw matches so that a Far 
Eastern syndicate could bet 
safely on the outcomes. 

“Tm my own worst enemy on 
that point because I know l do 
□oL like to lose. It's instinctive." 
Grobbelaar allegedly said. The 
goalkeeper also told Mr Vincent 
that he had lost the chance to 
earn £125,000 from the syndi- 
cate because of the 3-3 draw 
with Manchester United on 4 
January. 

Grobbelaar, who with former 
professional footballers John 
Fashanu and former Wimble- 
don goalkeeper Hans Segers, is 
accused of corruptly trying to in- 
fluence football games, told 
Mr Vincent in a taped interview 
how he had done his best to af- 
fect the Manchester United 
result. 

“In the second half I made a 
two blinding saves, because I 
was diving the wrong way ... it 
fucking hit ray hand,” Grobbe- 
laar is alleged to have said. 

The video extract showed 
the goalkeeper stopping shots 
from United players Ryan Gig- 
gs and Roy Keane. Another ex- 
tract showed Grobbelaar sav ing 
against Norwich City striker 
Jeremy Goss in a 2-2 draw. 
Grobbelaar reportedly told Mr 
Vincent that the ball had 
simply hit his feet. 


The jury also saw how 
Grobbelaar failed to save a 
shot while playing for 
Southampton in September 
1994 against Coventry, a game 
his side won 3-1. “ ... I pushed 
the ball into the back oftbe net 
... and then we came and steam- 
rollered [them].” 

Zimbabwean international 
Grobbelaar, former Aston Vil- 
la striker Fashanu, 33, and 
Malaysian businessman Heng 
Stian Um, 31, all deny giving or 
receiving money for influencing 
the outcome of football match- 
es in a corrupt conspiracy, or us- 
ing the money as a reward. 
Dutch -born Segers, 34, Fashanu 
and Mr Um deny a similar 
charge. Grobbelaar denies a 
separate charge of accepting 
£1000 from Mr Vincent as an 
inducement or reward to influ- 


ence a match, in a “sting” op- 
eration carried out by The Sun 


newspaper. 

Mr Calvert Smith said that 
during this sting, the newspaper 
had taped Grobbelaar, in con- 
versation with Mr Vincent, dur- 
ing which his alleged admissions 
were made. The frequency of 
telephone calls between 
Grobbelaar and Mr T im - al- 
legedly the representative of the 
betting syndicate - just before 
and after matches showed the 
operation of what Mr Calvert 
Smith described as a “corrupt 
scheme”. The night before the 
Norwich game there was evi- 
dence that Grobbelaar had 
crept out of the team hotel to 
meet. Mr Lira at the Hilton ho- 
tel in Park Lane, London, to re- 
ceive £500 to “cover expenses”. 

It was important, to the case, 
said Mr Culvert Smith, that 
there was evidence of a cooling 
off between Lim and Grobbe- 
laar after the goalkeeper's fail- 
ure to help Liverpool lose 
against Manchester United and 
Norwich. 

The alleged scandal only 
came to light after The Sun pub- 
lished its allegations made by 
Mr Vincent, a former business 


partner of the goalkeeper, 
about the fixing of matches. 
The case continues. 
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• Decide whether or not we join the single currency. 
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• It won’t stop laws made in Parliament being overturned 
in Europe. 

• It won’t stop the wanton destruction of our fishing 
industry. 

• It won’t stop Britain being forced to run her economy 
not for the benefit of her own people, but for the benefit 
of Europe. 

• It won’t stop Britain being forced to set the exchange 
rate of the pound, not to suit Britain’s economy, but to 
suit that of Europe. 

• It won’t stop the tide of new regulations that are 
crippling our small businesses. 

• It won’t stop VAT being imposed on children’s clothes, 
books, travel and even houses. 

• It won’t stop the fraudulent waste and huge expense 
of Europe’s bureaucratic institutions. 

• It won’t stop British taxpayers facing the threat of 
having to subsidise pensions in the rest of Europe. 

• It won’t stop Brussels telling us how many hours a 
week we should work. 

• It won’t stop plans for Britain to give away control of 
her borders, national security and foreign policy. 

• It won’t stop European law being the supreme law of 
this land. 

• It won’t stop the politicians surrendering Britain s 
future as an independent nation without seeking the 
views of the British people. 



This is our last chance. We must have a fuM referendum on 
Europe now. And with your support we can get one. 


Referendum Party 





It’s now or never - let the people decide 


* .ou support *«$ Si a WeekX 
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Scientists predict CJD deaths for 30 years 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


New scientific forecasts sug- 
gest the true figure for those th- 
ing of the “new variant" of 


Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 
(v-CJD) - the human form of 
“mad cow" disease - will prob- 
ably lie between 1.000 and 
10,000. and may be spread over 
the next 30 years. 

But Peter Smith, a member of 


Seac, the government's adviso- 
ry body on Bovine Spongiform 
Encephalopathy (BSE) and 
CJD. and also one of the authors 
of the new research, said yes- 
terday that it could lake up to 
four years before a clear picture 
emerges of precisely how many 
people will eventually be af- 
fected. “But the longer the 
numbers of cases arising remains 
small, then the sooner we can 
rule out the worst case.” he said. 


Recent data from the CJD 
Surveillance Unit, where two of 
the research authors work, sug- 
gested that the number of “sus- 
pected” cases of v-CJD was not 
large, he added. “The signs are 
encouraging, but it s too soon 
to be enormously encouraged.’’ 

Hours before the research 
was released yesterday, the Gov- 
ernment said that it would more 
than double the funding for re- 
search into BSE and CJD over 


the next three years, providing 
an extra £I7ra of new funding 
in the latest science budget, lo 
raise the total three-vear fund- 
ing to £30m. Departmental 
sources insisted last night that 
the timing was accidental. 

Detail of some of the re- 
search findings, including the 
forecast of a total death toll of 
hundreds of people, were re- 
vealed exclusively by The Inde- 
'pendent in November, after an 


earlier version of the paper had 
been sent to the medical jour- 
nal The Lancet. That was sub- 
sequently rejected. “At the 
current stage of knowledge, it’s 
probably too early to predict 
how v-CJD will evolve,” said The 
Lancet's editor, Richard Horton. 
He declined to say why the pa- 
per had been rejected. 

But a revised version is pub- 
lished today in the science jour- 
nal Nature. “It has been 


rigorously peer-reviewed, just 
like any other paper.’’ said Nick 
Short,*iVaflm?’s biological sci- 
ences editor. 

The paper is based on data 
gathered from the 14 confirmed 
victims of 1 v-CJD in the UK-The 
authors used statistical tech- 
niques and tested them against 
a series of assumptions, both 
about the incubation period 

required for BSE-contaminated 

food to cause v-CJD in humans, 


and the effectiveness - or lack, 
of it -of the government's ban 
in November 1989 on the use of 
cow parts such as brains and. 
spinal cords in human food. 

The forecasts investigate in- 
cubation periods of between 10 
and 25 years. However, past data 
from people who have developed 
CJD from human growth hor- 
mone injections suggest it takes 
at least 13 years to develop the 
disease, while kuru, a CJD-like 


disease found in Papua New 
Guinea cannibals, took up to 30 
years. Most of the paper’s figures 1 
give death tolls oi below 1,000, 


ort 


with only a few predicting totals 
greater than 10,000. 


greater than 10,000. 

The authors said that despite 

the lack of precision in the an- 
swers, the paper was useful be- 
cause it gave some guidance on 
whenitwouldbepcssaMeto^ve 
more definite answers about 
the future size of any epidemic. 


Safety doubts over 
Sellafield waste plan 


-or 1 



Arifi 
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Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


John Gummer. the Secretary of 
Stale for the Environment, was 
yesterday urged to rc-open (he 
inquiry into plans by nuclear- 
waste "managers for an under- 
ground laboratory at Sellafield 
after it was disclosed that sci- 
entists are struggling to make 
out a safety case. 

UK Nirex. the state-owned 
nuclear-waste company, wants 
to build a laboratory 920 metres 
below Longlands Farm, near 
Gosforih on the western fringe 
of the Lake District National 
Phrk, and close to from Sell- 
afield. in the hope of proving the 
rite suitable for a £2bn waste 
dump 40 feet underground. 

But a damning internal mem- 
orandum to senior staff at Nirex 
indicates that, despite spending 
£200m of public money trying 


to build up an accurate picture 
of ihe underground rock which 


would surround a proposed 
nuclear dump, modellers need 


nuclear dump, modellers need 
between 10 and 100 times more 
data. 'Without more favourable 
permeability’ estimates for the 
volcanic rock. Nirex might 
“struggle to make a case for the 


site”, John Holmes, director for 
science at the company sug- 
gested in the memo. 

British Nuclear Fuel’s Sell- 
afield reprocessing plant is only 
two miles from the site. Enough 
radioactive waste to cover a 
football pitch is now stored 
above ground, two thirds of it 
at Sellafield. 

Mr Gummer is currently 
studying the report of a five- 
month public inquiry into 
Nirex’s plans for the laborato- 
ry. He could give his decision at 
any time, but Cumbria County 
Council and Friends of the 
Earth (FbE) yesterday called on 
the Secretary of Statelo re-open 
the inquiry in the light of the 
leaked memorandum. 

“Once again something has 
come to light that flies in the 
face of the contention that 
everything is going well at the 
site," said council group lead- 
ers. Al the inquiry, the council 
argued that Nirex had chosen 
Longlands Farm because of its 
proximity to the reprocessing 
plant and because it feared lo- 
cal opposition at geologically 
safer sites elsewhere in Britain. 

The memo was leaked to 
bath the council and to FoE. 


“What it says is that Nirex must 
either spend hundreds of mil- 
lions of pounds on more re- 
search, cook the books or dear 
off.” said Dr Patrick Green, the 
senior nuclear campaigner at 
FoE. 

“They must now accept de- 
feat- If they try to manipulate 
the data they already have, we 
will expose them.” 

Nirex sdentists are evident- 
ly concerned that without more 
data they cannot reliably mod- 
el the underground waterflow 
paths in the fractured volcanic 
rock. K needs to be capable of 
containing the radioactive waste 
for 100,000 years. “There is still 
a gap between modellers and 
hydrogeologists” on interpret- 
ing data the groundwater path- 
ways, said Mr Holmes. 

Nirex, which spent some 
£10m presenting its case at the 
inquiry, yesterday played down 
the memo as a director chal- 
lenging his team to continue the 
search for rigorous answers. 

Scientific debate was being 
turned into a “political stunt” 
said the company. “If the Sell- 
afield rite is not scientifically 
suitable, Nirex has always said 
it will walk away.” 
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Breath of freedom: Alexandra Doyle loosening her corsets yesterday after a costume show at the National Gallery by students from the 
Wimbledon School of Art Ms Doyle was dressed by Nicola Stokes as Mrs Hallett, from Gainsborough’s Morning Waffr Photograph: Tom,pilston 
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FREE DISHWASHER 


worth £599,™® ADG993 

when you spend £3,250 or more (excluding installation) 


Magnet 

HALF PRICE 


Plant energy may power 1 
machines of the future 




. r . 
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BUT ONLY UNTIL 18 th JAN 


SALE 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


APPLIANCE SPECTACULAR THIS WEEKEND ONLY. 

FREE HOB WITH EVERY KITCHEN’ 


Many more appliance offers in store. Ask staff for details. 



Scientists in Arizona have tak- 
en a key step towards creating 
an artificial plant which could 
power miniature machines of 
the future, using the same 
process as photosynthesis. 

The team at Arizona Stale 
University has developed a 
chemical system which, like 
plants, takes light energy and 
transforms it into electrical po- 
tential which can be used later 
to power other processes. 

“Tbe process of plant pho- 
tosynthesis is like a solar-pow- 
ered hydro-electric station,” 
said Tom Moore, at the uni- 
versity's department of Chem- 
istry and Biochemistry. 


If the team succeeds, it might 
be able to produce more effi- 
cient solar energy systems. Pre- 
sent photovoltaic cells, which 


chemicals to shunt electrons and 




generate electricity directly 
from the sun, struggle to turn 


from the sun, struggle to turn 
more than 20 per cent of the so- 
lar energy falling on them into 
power. They also cannot store 
the energy, except at remote 
sites. 

Photosynthesis is a complex 
yet highly efficient process, con- 
verting more than 60 per cent 
of incoming solar rays into en- 
ergy. Researchers have tried to 
mimic this in the laboratory for 
more than 100 years. It occurs 
within plants cells, in struc- 
tures called chloroplasts, which 
absorb light and use a combi- 
nation of enzymes and 


ferem directions across an in- 
ternal membrane. 

This creates an electrical po- 
tential across the membrane. 
That stored energy is then re- 
leased, and used by another en- 
zyme to create a molecule 
called adenosine triphosphate 
(ATP) - the prime source of en- 
ergy for cell processes. “In a 
sense, ATP is the gasoline of 
life,” said Professor Moore. 

The Arizona system, report- 
ed in today's issue of the science 
journal Nature , uses chemicals 
to absorb light energy and use 
it to shuttle both electrons and 
protons in different directions 
across a membrane, just as the 
chloroplasts do. 
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MONTHLY INTEREST 
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Right now for the January Sale, all cabinets in 

50 Kitchen and Bedroom ranges are reduced in price, most by 50% 


1/3 

OFF 


AVM684 

MICROWAVE 

when you purchase any Whirtpod wen pack 


ADDITIONAL Whirlpool OFFERS 

□non 30% 01 


wfth selected oven packs 


30% OFF 

REFRIGERATION 


20 % 

OFF 

LAUNDRY 


HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL MANX PREMIUM 


£ 100 , 000 + 6 . 10 % 5 . 94 % 

£50,000+ 6.05% 5.89% 

£25,000+ 5.85% 5.70% 

£10,000+ 5.45% 5-32% 


HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL MANX GOLD 


£100,000+ 5.85% 5.70% 

£50,000+ 5.75% 5.60% 

£25,000+ 5.45% 5.32% 

£10,000+ 5-15% 5.03% 

£5,000+ 4.50% 4.41% 

*500+ 3-50% 3.45% 

*10+ 2.50% 2.47% 


&10,OUO youf HaU&x fowraauwid Manx Premium account It will am buc res at d* 
cgava lcTH Halito International Manx Cold rare, tf you have ka» than fctQ m tout Halifax iMmuinMl Manx 

Gohl aCCOunt ** only pay Inrerea * 100% p.a.-Gro*- 


ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS OF THESE AND MANY MORE OFFERS! 


Further details can be obtained by calling Halifax International 
(Isle of Man) Limited on 01624 612323 (from within’ the UK) or 
44 1624 612323 (from outside the UK). 


FOR YOUR NEAREST SHOWROOM CALL FREE 


0800 555 825 
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An epic 
portrait of 



- or naive 
glorification 
of disorder? 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

The Museum of London was 
accused of “glorifying civil dis- 
order” yesterday" after it un- 
veiled a" reminder in oil of the 
riot in Trafalgar Square, when 
police fought hand to hand 
with anti-poll tax protesters. 

Though even-handed in its 
treatment of both police and ri- 
oters, the 12ft by 9ft History 
Painting, by John Bartlett, is de- 
liberately provocative. The im- 
position of the poll tax was one 
of Margaret Thatcher's most 
unpopular policy decisions and 
there was a mas s campaign of 
non-payment 

In a traditional epic form, the 
painting will dominate the mu- 
seum's London Now gallery 
which opens next Tuesday 
explaining the history of the 
capital since 1945. 

It depicts the pitched battle 
that took place in Trafalgar 
Square and the surrounding 
streets on 31 March 1990. Pro- 
testers wielding sticks confront 
police, two on horseback, 
against a backdrop of Nelson's 
Column, the National Gallery 
and burning vehicles. 

John Marshall, Conservative 
MP for Hendon South, said the 
painting was to some extent glo- 
rifying civil disorder. “These ri- 


oters were seeking to alter gov- 
ernment policy, nol by reason 
but by force. There is no place 
for that in a democracy. I would 
have thought there were much 
greater episodes in London's 
history to commemorate nuher 
than events conceived by 
Scargill's children.” 

Controversy and conflict arc 
major themes in the gallery, with 
the redevelopment of Piccadil- 
ly and Docklands portrayed 
alongside newspaper type-set- 
ting equipment made redun- 
dant, along with its operators, 
after disputes with the print 
unions. Outfits and accessories 
from Mary Quant and Biba il- 
lustrate the “swinging Sixties". 

Mr Bartlett accepts that His- 
tory Painting might “upset a 
few people” but says it role is 
to provoke and confront people 
with an important event of the 
recent past. 

“I think it's impartial It’s cold 
in a sense. I deliberately haven't 
used mannered emotion in the 
faces. I wanted there to be a se- 
riousness about it.” 

The 36-year old artist, whose 
studio is in Bethnal Green, 
east London, has drawn on 
great works of the past, in- 
cluding Picasso's Guernica as 
well as more prosaic sources, 
such as photographs lent to him 
by the Metropolitan Police. 



“Little has changed in battle 
dress since the time of the 
Parthenon Frieze, the shields 
are still round, yet now they are 
made from perspex; and the 
sticks and weapons rise up to the 
sky like the armies of Uccello 
and David of old," Mr Bartlett 
said- As to the his personal view 
of the poll tax - the artist 
thought it 'Very unjust” but paid 
it none the same. 

The museum, which is part- 


ly funded by the Government 
and the Corporation of London, 
has the painting on free loan 
from the artist. The curator, 
Mireille Galinou, said the mu- 
seum should he used as a plat- 
form for reflection. 

“It's a good painting from a 
serious artist. It is refreshing to 
see a serious painter ap- 
proaches such a subject. How 
people interpret it is their busi- 
ness,” she added. 


Frozen 
Britons 
rush for 
the sun 

David Garfinkel 


The recent cold spell has 
brought a boom in summer 
holiday bookings with sales for 
1997 up 3U per cent on this time 
last year, travel agents said yes- 
terday. 

More than 2.4 million people 
had made bookings by Christ- 
mas compared to 1.8 million the 
previous year, and the trend is 
expected to continue. 

Lunn Poly, the UK's largest 
travel agency, said customers 
suffering from the winter blues 
had cheered themselves up by 
booking their place in the sun. 
Marketing director Peter Povey 
said: “One of the coldest win- 
ters for some time has sent thou- 
sands of people rushing to 
travel agencies to snap up 
warm, sunny holidays. While 
Spain is far and away the most 
popular choice, we're seeing 
more and more people going 
further afield.” 

Thomas Cook said its sum- 
mer bookings were up by 70 per 
cent and there had been dra- 
matic growth since December, 
with a rise in the average 
amount spent on a holiday. A 
spokesman said: “As is always 
the case in the LHC the weath- 
er will have a big say and this 
will ultimately determine our 
level of performance." 

Another of the big operators. 
Going Places, predicts that Jan- 
uary bookings will be 15 per cent 
up on last year. 

But a spokeswoman for the 
Association of British Travel 
.Agents, said it was more likely 
that people had learnt from the 
lessons of Iasi year when many 
seeking late bargains encoun- 
tered limited availability. “1 am 
unconvinced the weather was 
the real cause of the holiday 
flurry. It is just as much to do 
with’the fact travel agents are 
offering tremendous incentives 
to book early. 

“Sales are way ahead of this 
time last year because the 
brochures were out earlier than 
ever before, but the amount of 
holidays on offer has not actu- 
ally gone up." 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


TIME TO GET THAT PERSONAL PENSION SORTED? 


Sorting out your pension is one of those things 
you've probably been meanmg to cfc> for years. 
So why haven't you got round to it yet? 

6 xt» Perhaps its because you've been put off by the 
E V~. ■vrisrrrrn ft thought of having to wade through reams of 
oo m p fic ated paperwork, fifing in pages of questions 
?g on an application form. Or maybe you've always 
thought you'd got far better things to spend your money on. 

Weil, we have launched the Virgin Persona! Pension for people 

just frfceyou. fts totally understandable, easy to start and we 

think it's the best value personal pension around. Off course, we 

don't see it as our job to persuade you to buy a pension fro m 

us - that's a decision for you to make. But if you're self- 
employed or employed and haven't got a axapanir pension 
scheme, then why not give us a caB to: find out more. We can 
give you as much or as fittie help as you need in detikfeig if the 
Virgin Personal Pension is right for you. 
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? rower i* off taking out a pension, the value of those tax 
'V' f , 3 ^ breaks gets sma&er and smaBec So the longer you 
leave it the harder and more expensive it vnB be to get the 
land of income you want to help maintain your current 
standard of fining when you retire. 

So the message s dear - the sooner you get cracking, the better 
your chances are of retiring comfortably, or even retiring early! 


f The government offers you massive tax breaks if 
% you save in a personal pension. Each year you put 


w You may be surprised, if youVe got £50 or more 

■ ?TJMQ.T!e»rs O you can afford to put away each month and are 

iP saffiwv Hi _ _ , , . 

o today £ sure you wont need to get your hands on the 

c ’” 3s 0<i money until you retire, then you can probably get 

started st r a i ght away. Bear in mind though, that the chances 

are you may need to increase the amount you save over the 

years to get the sort of retirement income you want. 


- “ iTiene is a huge gap between what 
consumers neet& and wftat the pensions 
industry has to offer. Jen years ago, the 
governm en t made pensions a fantastic way to 
save for the future. Presented with this 
opportunity, die pensions industry let greed 
get the better of them. The real answer 
is increased competition. Now that 
competition exstsf r 
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Caff us and teB us how much you want to tuck away each 
month and we'U send you a personalised information pack 
which will contain afi the information you need to know. But 
starting a pension is such a vita! decision, you should be 
choosy about who you buy from. So try phoning a few other 
companies. Ask them these questions and see how their 
answers compare: 

^ Are your charges amongst the lowest hi the busuvess? 

Some pension companies could take almost a fifth of your 

retirement fund in charges*. Our charges are amongst the 

lowest you can find. 

How much of my money are you going to take in 
commission? 

People are often appaUed at how much of their money disappears 

in commission- We refuse to empfoy salesmen or payaxnmsssiDii. 

It's your retirement you're saving foe not someone ebae^s. 

'3 When I need to change the amount I save, will I be 
penalised in any way? 

Many pension plans advertised as 'flexible' aHow you to make 

changes but charge you through the nose for the privilege. With 

the Virgin Personal Pension you can stop, start; increase or 

decrease the amount you save and you won’t have to pay a 

penalty for doing so. 

Sjj Once rve boughrt your pensioev wifi I ever hear 
from you again? 

Some companies you'll hardly hear from. Others you'll 
never see the back of I 

We write to you twice a year to tell you how your 
pension is performing, if you wish, we’U also contact 

you once a year to make sure you're still on track and 

to see rf there is anything you need to change. You're 

always in control. 


direct 


Source: Savings Market; Summer 1996. 














‘tax and spend’ 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Paddy Ashdown yesterday 
tweaked the Liberal Democrats 
election strategy and tried to 
move the party away from its 
[ax-aird-spend image. 

While putting health and ed- 
ucation at the centre of the cam- 
paign. he said improvements 
could be achieved through bet- 
ter value for money rather than 
tax rises. 

The Libera] Democrats' 
leader unveiled manifesto plans 
for a national inspectorate for 
health and social care in the 
NHS. It would audit spending 
to cut waste and ensure value 
for monev. 


plans for Ip-in-the-pound in- 
crease to pay for higher edu- 
cation spending. 

“Our thinking is that there 
is a big niche between Labour 
and Tories who are competing 
with each other to avoid men- 
tioning tax." said a senior Lib- 
eral Democrat source. “We 
understand why they think 


that We believe it leaves a gap- 
ing hole and the nartv feels 


That would be coupled with 
a “tax contract" with the British 


taxpayers aimed at rebuilding 
trust in taxation, “reconnecting 
the tax-payer with the tax- 
spender. and beginning to raise 
the level of the debate on lax 
above the puerile, the posters 
and the posturing we will see in 
the weeks ahead", Mr Ash- 
down told a meeting last nighL 
Behind bis initiative lies a 
plan by Libera) Democrat 
strategists to soften the party's 
tax-raising image, following its 


ing hole and the party feels 
comfortable with it. 

Tlfe will be saying if you want 
improvements. It's an old Lib- 
eral theme, 19th century Glad- 
si Oman value for money. It is 
important that we are not seen 
as a party that throws money at 
problems." 

The shift in strategy to em- 
brace value-for-raoney initia- 
tives may been seen" by the 
Liberal Democrats' critics as ev- 
idence that they are already los- 
ing their confidence, with the 
pre-election campaign only one 
week old. They nave come un- 
der withering fire from the 
Tories for proposing tax in- 
creases and Alan Milburn, 
Labour's Treasury spokesman. 


sLmply piling on the misery, he 
saiii 

Mr Ashdown did not shift 
from the Liberal Democrats’ 
commitment to put an extra 
£2bn on taxation if necessary. 
The Liberal Democrats will be 
campaigning on their commit- 
ment to reintroduce free eye 
tests and dental check-ups 
through a 5p tobacco tax, which 
they believe has public support. 

But Mr Ashdown concen- 
trated on ways of achieving 


better services through vaJue- 
for-monev initiatives. The Lib- 


yesterday accused the Liberal 
Democrats of being “irrespon- 


Democrats of being “irrespon- 
sible". “The Liberals’ desire to 


make people pay more tax is 


for-money initiatives. The Lib- 
eral Democrats would ask the 
National .Audit Office and the 
Audit Commission to check on 
whether policies are delivering 
improvements in services, such 
as the nursery voucher scheme. 
The audit office presently audits 
government departments; the 
commission checks on spending 
in local government and the 
NHS. 

In spite of his commitment to 
improving public services, Mr 
Ashdown set a target of reduc- 
ing public expenditure to below 
40* per cent of GDP. He insist- 
ed it could be achieved by ful- 
filling the Liberal Democrats 
promise to “wage war on 
waste". 


Fighting on: John Crazier, one of the Dunblane parents, at yesterday's poster launch In London 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Dunblane parents reinforce gun message 


James Cusicfc 


Fears that the House of Lords 
could water down plans to re- 
strict the use of handguns 
brought a renewed effort yes- 
terday by anti-gun protesters to 
maintain pressure on the Gov- 
ernment. 


Following the report by Lord 
Cullen into the Dunblane 
shootings, the Government put 
forward proposals to abolish pri- 
vate ownership of handguns 
except .22 calibre sports 
weapons. This feD short of the 
demands by the Dunblane par- 
ents and the Snowdrop Appeal 


for a complete ban, and yes- 
terday a new poster campaign 
was unveiled in London to en- 
sure that their message contin- 
ues to be heard. 

In advance of tonight's 
House of Lords debate on the 
Firearms (Amendment) Bin, 
the two posters are designed to 


SAVE UP TO £120 


ON LAUNDRY AND DISHWASHERS 


SAVE £70 

ON TOP TITLE PLAYSTATION 4 GAME PACK 


indesit 

— !-r'- iooo spin washing machine 

. 500-1 OOOspnVl lib wastitoad 

t — ■— — 18 progi a n n iea 

.j .. . Han taai ognwi 

■•,1 ; Economy wash 

. >% Delicate vrash 

< Mood WN1063 

•: J K W* was C 349.99 sate £ 289.99 




* \ • **"' / . . . _ 

4 S BUY NOW PAT 6 MONTHS LATER’ 

I . rl/ *«' \ SAVE 
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HOTPOINT DISHWASHER 

Aquarius accJi s'lflfltn 

13 place smugs 
8 progranmes/Htrao jd 
{fcpwsertrfoBor. Model DF 23 P £ 3 ^ 0.99 
was EW 9 99 pnmoiriy £ 449.99 I 


TRICITY BENDIX 

100(7 SPIN WASHBt DRYER 
800-1000 variable spin 
lOb wash KatUSOj drying load 

IS programmes. Modal CVJD 1 Q 1 Q 

was CHI 999 previously £499 99 


£ 399 » 




HOTPOINT 

• 1 Z 0 GROSS CUiT FROST-FREE 
. FRIDGE FREEZER 
72 ai A gross Irioga capacity 
1 4.8 cu.lt gross fresEer capacity 
Automatic fridge defrost 
\ Fast freeze lata»ty /3 salad enspers 
- Model 8596 P MISTRAL PIUS 
■? was 1729.99 

. (Ccwur opOons avaflaftle a E 64 SJ 391 



SONY PLAYSTATION 

PUIS 4 TOP TITLE GAMES 
MCLLSHNC FORMULA 1 
32 bn CO based games rmchm 
wftlr FonruLa 1 , M erred Kombat 3 , 
Maihawfc and Ffcdge Racer. 
Separate seftno price £ 388.95 


COMMODORE 

7 . R MULTIMEDIA PC 

Intel 120 MHz Pentnan processor 


St 8 Mb EDO RAM.'ZSWfc cache 
'!?. ■ memory )' 1 2 Gb had disk drive 
I «&: 3 speed CO ROM drive 
i ?? 30 jLLeluiiitoi card. Model PI 20 




SAVE £150 


ON THIS TV/VIDEO PACKAGE 
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LEG 4 jO gross cu JFT FTWDGE 
2 shelved AdfiEtatate thermostat. — 
FtJ width salad ertapar 
2 star dozen food conpvtme '4 £1 
Reve re Me door 

Model R-RD 40 F was C 149.99 __ 

prevkMSiy £ 189.99 12 





SAVE UP TO 50% 

ON COOKERS AND MICROWAVES 


SAVINGS 
ON SALE PRICES 


TOSHIBA 

28 - TV/VIDEO PACKAGE 
2 B- HOME CINEMA TV 
66 cm viable screoi/Ctofbv ProLoglc 
Surround Sound. Model J 8 S 7 DB 
was £899 98 si* £849 J 9 
, NICAM STEREO VIDEO 
4 heads/long ptey.'Vdeopkjs*™ 

" Model V 726 . was £39929 sale CS &99 


BUT HOW PAT 9 MONTHS LATER’ 

save 




SAVE £120 


ON THIS NICAM STEREO VIDEO 


ITH SELECTED VOUCHERS 


*CREDA OECTHCCOOK^ 




. "XSooa at round coaMng 1 

J performance ' * 

* GOOO HOUSB<EEP«G S 

■f INSTITUTE AWARD WINNER J 

| 500 mm uMttVSolld hot plaws | 

i Separate gril/Easy deen inera , 

1 Fast heat pleie. Model RHAPSODY | 


was £288.99 previously £249.99 ■ 

77^-1 sale £258.93 I 
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LOWEST PRICE EVER 

r v rr 


GOODMANS MCAM STEREO VIDEO 
4 heaetsAong play 
Wdeoptut*" 1 
programming 
Auto 38l-up 
2 SCART sockets 
Mod* VNTOOOPDC 
was £258.99 
previously £349.99. 

£279.99 sale £249.99 
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KENWOOD TOUCH . 

CONTROL MICROWAVE OVEN 
760 watts ECAU cuJt capacity 
10 power leveis/Automaic 
danpsVConversence food key 
Mood KM2S01T. was 099.99 
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a £120 

EXCLUSIVE TO COMET I 


SAVE £150 

ON THIS CAMCORDER 


(thcFty 


I MONOWAVE OVEN 
aoo watts ECH O nitlcjpajM^,' , 

15 power leveta /1400 waits gril YLSIL 1 *! 8 
■Auto detrtBtfPmgrammabie L 1 JU .99 
|ModelCM 600 .wasa 9 B .99 I 
■ramnushr C 29 H. 9 a £ 219.99 i i . ) ii u _n i 


TOUCH CONTROL COMBINATION 


MASSIVE 
£5 MILLION 



x SAMSUNG 

^ 8 MM CAMCORDER 
< real bargain tna one’ 

16* zoom feci'CofOL» viewfinder 
» Mod* VP^C75. was E599.99 
. .. m-More £479 99 


BUY NOW PAY 1998 ’ 

c 150 




EXCLUSIVE TO COMET 


SAVE UP TO £90 
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PANASONIC UPRIGHT 

CLEANER ‘Very good pick-up 
parkamance on camel wid hard Ifatf* 

GOOD HOUSSCEBWQ 
INSTITUTE AWARD WWNER 
750 watts suction pdwer/OHXterd 
loob/Wel-to-wal c*pet clearing 
Model MC-E 4 S 0 . was £ 89^9 
prevtoudy £139 SR. C 9 T .99 


STOCK CLEARANCE 



LEDS OF MANAGERS' BARGAINS DEDUCED TO CLEAD 


roirans imi. power 
CUpUUAM/FM 
turwtPawei bass 
apeoh« lechnotogy 
Stolen caModeT 
N->«G, was £369.99 
pnnlouav £399J9 



*UT NOW MT 6 MOOTTHS LATtB' 


DYSON •DUAL CYCLONE’ CYLINDER CLEANS* 
1300 watte suction power 
Unique bagtew oystemrtXai 

Cyelgfte'teeftrwIogyAJr^ 

Modd DC02. was £199-99 i— ~-- 


0 CLAIM MONEY BACK 

S-YEAR WARRANTY 


For real peace of mind, a single premium payment guarantees five years 
comprehensive cover against product breakdown. If. after five years, you’ve made no 
claim, you can get all your warranty money back in full. Ask in store for full details. 


sfeC 349 99 

GOODMANS cd Mcno hw 

21 trade programmable Co nn. , ~ — 
Full tofiK cassette dads ******5™? 

FM/MWLW digital lunar £lflO<99 

Modd MS3&5, was Cl 10 99 WY 




»t8U VUd inti 2101,97. 
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IB the lowest sale prices around. Available on 
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emphasise that even .22 
weapons can kill. One poster 
carries the slogan “a .22 band- 
gun makes the same size hole 
as a magnum", over a picture of 
an open grave. The other shows 
a picture of the assassinated US 
presidential candidate, Robert 
Kennedy, with the message: 
“If a _22 is less deadly, then why 
isn’t he less dead 1 ?" 

The fears of the anti-gun or- 
ganisation, the Gun Control 
Network, are based, they claim, 
on what happened after the 
Hungerford massacre in 1987. 
As the main organiser of the 
poster campaign, and given full 
support by other groups like tire 
Snowdrop petitioners, Gfl Mar- 
shall-Andrews of the network 
said: “The Government’s new 
Firearms Bill is already weak- 


er than most people would like. 
And we have to ensure that it 
is not weakened further by the 
Lords.” 

Dunblane parents -Mick 
North, Martyn Dunn, John 
Crazier, Jenny Hazel and Less 


\ I IPW 


Morton joined a cross-party 
gathering of MBs to unveil the 


gathering of MPs to unveil the 
poster. 

Tony HilL whose daughter 
Sandra was killed by Michael 
Ryan at Hungerford, said: 
“There are nine pages of 
amendments in the Lords ... 

“After Hungerford' we 
thought there would be real 
changes. But it was eventually 
watered down. We must try 
to ensure the Lords do not 
undermine the Government's 
plans yet again or there mil be 
repeat tragedy.” 


Tories forced 
to mobilise as 
pairing halts 


h 


\ bill 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


The Government's 35-vote ma- 
jority for the second reading of 
the Finance Bill on Tuesday 
night illustrates the problem be- 
ing created for John Major by 
Labour’s current policy of non- 
co-operation. 

Because Labour is refusing 
to “pair" off absent Tories, in 
protest against Government 
“cheating" before Christmas, 
the Prime Minister and Ian 
L a n g, President of the Board of 
Trade, accelerated their return 
from Pakistan to be back in 
good time for Tuesday’s 10pm 
vote. 

As a precaution against a 
Labour ambush, tbere were 
only four Conservative MPs 
absent from the vole - through 
illness -while Labour knew they 
would have 15 absentees. 

But the Government could 
not count on that Labour 
deficit, and Labour Chief Whip 
Donald Dewar said yesterday: 
“They are having to keep large 
numbers of Members of Par- 
liament here because they can- 
not tell on any particular vote 
how many will be needed to get 
their business through. 

"Meanwhile, we can release 
colleagues to campaign in the 
country to work for victory in 
the constituencies. 

“It means unusually large 
majorities for the Government 
on occasion. We welcome that. 
Their troops have been tied to 
Westminster, and this will con- 
tinue to be the case in the run- 
up to the election." 

Although the Government 
has no majority at all in the 
Commons, it won TUesday 
night's vote so comfortably not 
only because of the dispropor- 
tionate number of Labour ab- 
sentees. but because of the 
erratic behaviour of the minority 
parties - another uncertainty 
that hangs over the Government 
whips’ office. 


Analysis of the vote shows 
that the 319 Conservatives 
present were supported by five 
Ulster Unionists - but another 
four Ulster Unionists did 
not vote. 

On the other side of the 
House, the 257 Labour MPs 
present were joined by 25 Lib- 
eral Democrats and seven na- 
tionalists, but one liberal 
Democrat, Alex Carlile, was 
missing, along with Northern 
Ireland's four Social Democ- 
ratic and Labour Party Mft, the 
three Democratic Unionists, 
Scottish Nationalist Roseanna 
Cunningham, and Robert 
McCartney, the independent 
Unionist 

Mr Dewar warned yesterday: 
“While non-co-operation con- 
tinues, it will require discipline. 

“When we can spring a sur- 
prise we will do so, but we will 
not play silty games. Tory back- 
bench morale is already low. We 
intend to lower it still further," 
said Mr Dewar. 

But a game of cat-and-mouse 
is being played in the run-up to 
the election, and it is not being 
played by Labour alone. 

While the Prime Minister 
told reporters in Pakistan on 
Tuesday that he wanted to play 
the election timing long - giv- 
ing a teasing him ofa preference 
for 1 May - the Conservatives 
appear to be playing it vety short 
indeed. 

Labour said yesterday that 
they and the Conservatives 
were allowed two party politi- 
cal broadcasts over the next 
three months, in the run-up to 
a possible election, and Labour 
would be running one today and 
another in March. 

The Conservatives, on the 
other hand, had decided to run 
one on 21 January - and the 
second on 13 February. 

According to labour, that 
suggested ground-work prepa- 
ration for a possible election in 
March or early April. The 
guessing-game continues. 
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From this week - a bigger and better Independent on Sunday 

with a smart new look for 1 997 

An expanded news section with extra pages for the very best in comment and analysis. 
This week: Labour leader Tony Blair gives an exclusive interview to Rosie Boycott 
Plus: on the eve of inauguration, John Carlin on the omens for Bill Clinton; 
and a new column by Body Shop boss Anita Roddick 


INDEPiMSENT US STMMY 


A new second section containing our unrivalled city and business pages and our acclaimed 
sports coverage. This week: Arsenal captain Tony Adams talks candidly to Ian Ridley 


IME MN liem ON SUNDAY 


§~\:- tfc 




JT 


A big new section full of news, features, ideas and advice on travel, property and your money. 
This week: holidays at the world’s biggest shopping mall, Kenya for the 
independent traveller, and the truth about house prices 


TKVSHNBtttt Ol SUMMIT 



real life 


and the critics 


»c-..'as vi*£ ■ of.-o- » *ow. » f**woH • in; y*tow ■ hotoscones ■ r-j; urn 


A complete make-over for the popular section on the way we live today. 

This week: Marianne Macdonald slugs it out with Ruby Wax. Plus: fashion, interiors, health and 

fitness, gardening, and The Critics - the week in the arts reviewed 

THE SUNDAY REVIEW 


Now includes full seven- day TV lisitings within Sunday Preview, a comprehensive 

critical guide to the week’s television and radio 



Plus: The New Science of Health - a new series on how we can live longer and be healthier. 
This week, is how and when we die determined by our nine months in the womb? 


DON’T MISS THE NEW FIVE-SECTION INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY - PLACE AN ORDER WITH YOUR NEWSAGENT TODAY 
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Food poisoning 
report urges 

shop licences 


Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 

The interim findings of the in- 
quiry into the E. coli food poi- 
soning in Scotland which killed 
16 people urges more govern- 
ment funding for research into 
the bacterium, which poses a 
growing threat to food safety. 

In his report. Professor Hugh 
Pennington, who two years ago 
described the spread of E. coli 
0157 as a “lime-bomb waiting 
to go off'', highlights the need 
for scientific investigation of 
outbreaks in cattle and transfer 
to the human food chain. 

Professor Pennington also 
outlines several measures to 
prevent similar outbreaks to that 
in Lanarkshire last November 
and December, which is on 
record as the second worst food 
poisoning episode worldwide, 
affecting about 400 people. 

The report calls on the Scot- 
tish Office to review the guide- 
lines relating to the investigation 
and control of food poisoning 
outbreaks and says the law 
should be changed to permit the 
introduction of selective licens- 
ing for food premises. 

It recommends the physical 
separation, within premises, of 


raw and cooked meat products 
using separate counters, equip- 
ment and staff. 

The report appears less than 
a week after John Barr, the 
butcher from Wishaw at the 
centre of the outbreak, ap- 
peared at Hamilton Sheriff 
Court charged with culpable 
and reckless conduct over the 
alleged supply of meat conta- 
minated with E. coli 0157. 

Sickness and death among 78 
pensioners who attended a 
lunch at the Old Parish Church 
in Wishaw first alerted the au- 
thorities to the outbreak. The 
gravy in meat pies served at the 
lunch was subsequently found 
to be infected. 

Michael Forsyth. Secretary of 
State for Scotland, ordered the 
inquiry into the Lanarkshire 
outbreak shortly after, and Pro- 
fessor Pennington, a leading au- 
thority on the bacterium at the 
Department of Microbiology at 
Aberdeen University, was asked 
to lead the team of experts. Mr 
Forsyth who announced the in- 
terim findings in a Commons 
statement yesterday, accepted 
many of Professor Penning- 
ton’s recommendations. 

The bacterium was unknown 
before 1932 but is now be- 


Jealous lover 
‘abducted and 
murdered girl’ 


The mother of five-year-old 
Rosemary McCann fought back 
tears in court yesterday as she 
was shown the pyjama top her 
daughter was wearing on the 
night she was allegedly snatched 
from her bed, raped and mur- 
dered. 

Josie Mahon, 27, identified 
the blue-and-white top with its 
“Thomas the Tank Engine” de- 
sign as the one she had dressed 
Rosemary in before leaving her 
with babysitters on the night be- 
fore the little girl disappeared. 

Ms Mahon was visibly upset 
as she quickly glanced at the top 
before turning away in the wit- 
ness box at Manchester Crown 
Court, where her former 
boyfriend Andrew Pountiey, 
32, is accused of Rosemary's 
murder. 

The Crown alleges that Mr 
Pountiey. of Kew Road, Old- 
ham, a pub disc jockey, argued 
with Miss Mahon that evening 
and threatened to kill her. 

It is claimed that he took a 
taxi to Ms Mahon's home in 
Kipling Road in the town. 

Rosemary had been left 
sleeping alone there with her 
six-year-old brother. The court 


DAILY POEM 


The Sadness of Megalomania 

By Michael Glover 

A thousand thousand people know my name. 

Ten thousand thousand use it every day. 

A million children sing it m the streets. 

A hundred widows weep my life away. 

The banker's moistened thumbs caress my face. 

The clouds arrange themselves into my shape. 

The rhvrs babble of my deeds and dreams. 

The monkey chatters of me in his cage. 

The locomotive sighs for my lost loves. 

God says: beside this man, I am mere stone and wood. 

All arrows aim to pierce my heart's desire. 

My armies march in flames. / am their fire. 

This poem, described by its author as “about a Milosevic figure”, 
comes from Michael Glover's new collections! Small Modicum 
of Folly, published by Dagger Press (£3.50) at 70 Dagger Lane, 
West Bromwich B7L 4BS. Michael Glover will be reading at 
the Old Operating Theatre, Guy’s Hospital, London SE1, at 
7.30pm on Thursday 30 January. 
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LONDON I MANCHESTER I GLASGOW 
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Subtea to status. Ufe assurance to cover die loan and security requeed. 
Rates correct at 9/1/97. Subject to variation. Written quoiadons on 
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are trad*ttarka of Direct tine Insurance pfc. used with Its permission. 


Iieved to be spread in under- 
cooked beef, and milk and 
cheese from cows, sheep or 
goats. Some public health ex- 
perts have been warning of the 
dangers of E. coli 0157 since the 
early 1990s, when it became ap- 
parent that the number of cas- 
es was increasing. The Chief 
Medical Officer’s report* for 
1995 confirms there were 792 
isolations of E edi 0157 in 1995 
in England and Wales - a 93 per 
cent increase. 

The dramatic increase is due 
in part to better surveillance and 
more testing but more cases are 
occurring too. Scotland has one 
of the highest incidences in the 
world but no one knows why. 
The previous largest outbreak 
was in West Lothian in 1994 
when 100 people were infected. 
Scientists traced the source to 
a dairy. 

E. coli 0157 - also known as 
VTEC, for verocytotosdn-pro- 
ducing Escherichia coli - re- 
leases a poison, verocytotoxin, 
which causes bloody diarrhoea, 
severe cramps and vomiting. Up 
to 30 per cent of those infect- 
ed may suffer kidney problems, 
and up to 10 per cent - children 
and the elderly or sick are most 
vulnerable - may die. 



heard that Ms Mahon arrived 
home after midnight The baby- 
sitters left but Ms Mahon went 
to visit a neighbour a few doors 
away, leaving the children with 
the front door dosed but not 
locked. 

The Crown alleges that Mr 
Pountiey took Rosemary from 
her bed in the early hours 
and took her to his own home 
where he then raped and suf- 
focated her. 

Mr Pountiey pleads not guilty 
to the abduction, rape and mur- 
der of the little girl a year ago. 

Ms Mahon, a mother of 
three, told the court how she 
met Mr Pountiey nearly three 
years ago and moved into his 
home. But she said he became 
jealous of her. 

“He would behave very vio- 
lently. There were quite a few 
arguments. He would always be 
accusing me of looking at men 
in pubs and flirting," said Ms 
Mahon. 

“I left because be got too vi- 
olent altogether." 

She said they later restarted 
their relationship and he would 
stay at her home sometimes two, 
three or four times a week. 
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significant shorts 


Yeltsin illness 
developed 
after ‘banya’ 

Boris Yeltsin is suffering 
from double pneumonia 
which developed from a case 
of acute bronchitis, probably 
caught after taking a Russian 
“banya", or steam bath, the 
Kremlin's top doctor, Sergei 
Mironov, said. The 
physician's remarks 
confirmed what was widely 
suspected - that the 65 -year- 
old President's condition was 
significantly worse than the 
Kremlin at first stated. Mr 
Yeltsin's political opponents 
continued to press for his 
removal on the grounds he is 
too ill to carry out his duties. 
Phil Reeves - Moscow 

Guerrillas 
agree to talks 

Mandst Tupac Amaru 
guerrillas holding 74 
hostages at the Japanese 
embassy in Lima. Peru, 
accepted a government 
proposal to set up a joint 
Vatican, International Red 
Cross and diplomatic 
negotiating commission. The 
guerrilla leader Nestor 
Cerpa insisted on a 
“Guarantor Commission" 
which would aim to win the 
freedom of all hostages and 
arrange safe passage out of 
the building for the 20 or so 
guerrillas. Phil Davison - 
Lima 


Moi adviser 
rejoins cabinet 
in reshuffle 

A government reshuffle was 
announced by Kenyan 
President Daniel amp Moi 
in the run-up to elections 
scheduled for later this 
year. Most significant of the 
changes is the return to the 
cabinet of Nicholas Biwotl 
five years after being 
dropped, following 
allegations of corruption 
and involvement in the 1990 
murder of a former foreign 
minister. Mr Biwotl has 
long been a friend and 
adviser to President Moi. 

A negative response to his 
nomination is expected from 
foreign donors who have 
been pressing the government 
to clamp down on corruption. 
David Orr- Nairobi 

Bulgaria 
election offer 

A possible resolution of 
Bulgaria's political crisis 
appeared to be in the offing 
as the ruling Socialist Parly 
offered to hold fresh 
elections by the end of the 
year. 12 months ahead of 
schedule. Opposition 
leaders, whu accuse the 
Socialists of ruining the 
country’s economy and who 
have organised daily 
protests against them, said 
they were ready to discuss 
the offer. Adrian Bridge 


Alpine sun gives paraglider a lift 
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Two confidential European 
Union reports show that 
Britain's partners have ambi- 
tions to integrate policies in 
areas as far-reaching as taxation, 
social security, policing and 
immigration. 

A new “flexibility chapter’’ in 
the Amsterdam treaty, due to 
be finalised in June, should 
create powers for countries to 
integrate in these areas, without 
a British veto, France and Ger- 
many are arguing. 

The reports produce for the 
first time concrete ideas about 
how the hitherto nebulous con- 
cept of “flexibility" would work 
in EU decision-making. In ef- 
fect, it would allow groups of 
member states to share powers 
without the rest. 

France and Germany believe 
lexibility" is the key to final- 
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if progress 


Furthermore France and 
rennany want “flexible" deci- 
on making to apply to Eco- ■ 
oraic and Monetary Union, 
ccording to one of the reports. 

The states want to strengthen 


to enable them to harmonise 


Integration proposals 


EC plans include: 

■ No veto on decisions about 
which countries can go ahead. 
Decisions to be taken by qual- 
ified majority. 

■ Powers to apply flexible 
power sharing to most areas 
of policy. Leaves open the pos- 
sibility of flexibility in monetary 
union and the single market 

■ Areas to be specifically ex- 
cluded from the flexibility plan 
should be the common fisheries 
policy, commercial policy, 
transport, competition and co- 
hesion policies. 

■ Countries which do not join 
in a power-sharing arrangement 
at first, should be allowed to 
do so later. Their interests must 
not be affected, and costs of 
the policy must be born only, 
by cou ntries participating. 

other areas of tax and social se- 
curity policy once the single cur- 
rency is up and running. 

The European Commission 
is opposed to more power shar- 
ing in areas of macro-econom- 
ic policy. The Maastricht treaty 
makes clear that member states 
inside a single currency should 
be free to set their own policies 

on tax and social security, while 

aspiring to meet overall eco- 
nomic convergence criteria. 
The majority of countries are 
also keen to ensure that a “hard 
core" share immigration, justice 
and environment policies. 

The second set of proposals, 
prepared by the commission and 
to be discussed in Brussels to- 
day, sets out what a “flexible". 


“multi-speed" Europe would 
look like. The commission re- 
port is more cautious about list- 
ing areas to which flexibility 
should be applied. It would be 
most use in areas where una- 
nimity currently applies. 

Defence, airoaments policy, 
policing, immigration and asy- 
lum policy, are the most fre- 
quent areas evoked and would 
clearly be “possible" candidates 
for flexibility, says the report. 

These are largely policies 
which are discussed under the 
so-called second and third “pil- 
lars" of the EU - governed by 
loose inter-governmental co- 
operation rather than strict 
community law. It would there- 
fore be easier to set up flexible 
power-sharing in these areas, 
than under the “first pillar" , 
which governs such core policy 
areas as the single market and 
monetary union. 

The commission is in princi- 
ple against multi-speed power- 
sharing in the first pillar. 
However, its report accepts 
that member stales will push for 
flexibility in these areas. 

Senior officials say “down 
the road" they accept that 
member states will want “flex- 
ibility" to pool powers in areas 
of economic policy-making 
such as taxarion and social 
security. “If flexibility is not 
done inside the treaty it will be 
done outside," says the com- 
mission report, in a tacit ac- 
knowledgement that France 
and Germany are determined 
to increase integration even if 
a deal cannot be done at 
Amsterdam. 


Patten to be questioned in 
HK immigration scandal 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


For the first time in Hong Kong's 
hisioiy the Governor, Chris Pat- 
ten, is to be summoned before 
a Legislative Council inquiry. 
This follows his administration's 
v ain attempt to stem the grow- 
ing scandal over the abrupt re- 
moval of Lawrence Leung, the 
head of the colony’s immigration 
department. 

At a hearing before a special 
Legislative Council committee 
yesterday, Lam Woon-kwong, 
the Secretary for the Civil Ser- 
vice, ended an official silence 
and claimed that Mr Leung had 
to go because he was guilty of 
serious financial irregularities. 

Mr Lara also added a new 
term to the lexicon of official 
mendacity by admitting that 
his previous statements, alleg- 
ing that Mr Leung had re- 
signed for “personal reasons , 
amounted to a “narrow inter- 
pretation of the truth". He was 
also forced to admit that he had 


withheld documents from the 
legislative inquiry. 

Mr Lam tried to persuade the 

inquiry that the reasons for Mr 
Leung’s departure related to his 
failure to disclose a number of 
business interests. He is alleged 
to have formed an advertising 
company in China while head- 
ing a department “dealing with 

a lot of immigration matterewith 

China". He also, allegedly, failed 
to dfedose holding; in a company 
with assets of some £25m, and 
in another owned jointly with a 
prominent pro-Peking legislator. 

Mr Leung's business interests 
and alleged failure to repay a 
government housing loan were 
unearthed during a corruption 
inquiry and in an integrity vet- 
ting investigation by the police 
- which he failed to pass. 

Invited to categorically deny 
that there had been political mo- 
tives behind the government’s 
loss of trust in Mr Leung, Mr 
Lam oscillated between denying 
reports in The Independent and 
other British newspapers, and 




saying he had no personal knowl- 
edge of these matters, leaving it 
open to question whether others, 
including Mr Patten, were aware 
of investigations into Mr Leung. 

However Mr Lam cl aime d 
that the “security and integrity” 
of the immigration department 
was “not compromised, as far 
as we know". Allegations have 
been made that Mr Leung dis- 
closed names of people holding 
British passports issued under 
the secret British Nationality 
Scheme which allows certain 
key job holders to gain British 
citizenship in Hong Kong. Chi- 
na fiercely opposes the scheme 
and is keen to know who has 
benefited from it. 

Legislators were concerned 
by the gaping holes in Mr Lam’s 
version of events. He failed, for 
example, to explain why it took 
the government more than two 
months to act after the end 
of the investigation and why, 
when it did, it became so urgent 
for Mr Leung to leave office 
within hours. 
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Seoul stand-off: Government talks of Communist infiltration and places restriction on visiting trade unionists 


Tide begins 
to turn on 
strikers in 
South Korea 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Seoul 

As thousands of demonstrators fought 
with riot police in central Seoul yes- 
terday, the South Korean government 
invoked the bogeyman of communist 
infiltration in apparent preparation for 
a political crackdown against striking 
trade unionists. 

On the second day of a nationwide 
general stoppage, the tide appeared 
to be turning against the strikers who 
have been staging intermittent actions 
for three weeks in protest against leg- 
islation which re moves job security ami 
denies the freedom to form unions. 

A march by tens of thousands of 
pro-union demonstrators was broken 
up by police firing tear-gas canisters, 
but many workers ignored the strike 
call and government officials hinted 
that union organisers are communists 
inspired by the Stalinist regime of 
North Korea. 

“North Korea is agitating workers 
to topple the government,*' said Choi 
Byung Kook, a public prosecutor, at 
a televised news conference. “If the un- 
rest drags on it will give North Korea 
an opportunity for revolutionary snig- 
gle. If the workers do not stop their 
illegal strikes immediately, the gov- 
ernment will act in a firm and resolute 
way to protect the national security.* 1 

the first of the union leaders was 
arrested late on Tuesday rrighL and po- 
lice have warrants for 19 others, inc- 
luding seven who are camping in the 
grounds of Myongdong cathedral in 
SeouL Thousands of riot police have 
sealed off the area every evening this 
week and there have been frequent 
and sometimes violent standoffs with 
demonstrators, including students, 
housewives and white-collar workers, 
as well as striking union members. 

The strike leaders have promised to 
continue their action until the gov- 
ernment withdraws revisions to the 
labour laws, passed in secret at a dawn 
session of the National Assembly on 
Boxing Day. Their cluster of tents, at 
the rear of the brick cathedral, is guard- 
ed by followers armed with iron bars. 


and police have so far' refrained from 
enforcing arrest warrants. Yesterday, 
however, at a cabinet meeting chaired 
by the Prime Minister, Lee Soo Sung, 
the government indicated that enough 
was enough. “The government's po- 
sition [is] that the arrest of the lead- 
ers of illegal strikes cannot be 
delayed," a statement by the Cabinet 
Office announced, “even with some 
negative effects and repercussions." 

This hard-line approach has been 
extended to delegates from the In- 
ternational Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions, who are in Seoul in sup- 
port of their Korean counterparts. The 
four-man delegation, including two 
British trade unionists, was visited by 
police on Monday night and warned 
that their activities were iUegaL 
The government estimates that pro- 
duction losses during the three -week 
strike have cost the country $2.4bn 
(£1.5bn) in lost production, principally 
in heavy industries like shipbuilding 
where the unions are strongest 
Yesterday, the Korean won sank to 
its lowest point for six years, at less than 
850 to the dollar. But in service indus- 
tries and in public transport, the strikes 
have been largely symbolic, partly in or- 
der to avoid alienating the public, and 
parity due to a poor turnout 

On 1besday. the officially approved 
Federation of Korean Trade Unions 
began a 36-hour stoppage, and was 
joined yesterday by its former rival die 
Korean Confederation of Trade 
Unions, an illegal and traditionally 
more militant body. The strike lead- 
ers had been predicting a turnout of 
1 million, and troops had been mo- 
bilised to drive subway trains and man 
telecommunications equipment But, 
apart from a slight shortage of taxis, 
the two-day strike has made virtual- 
ly no difference to daily life in Seoul. 

In the south-east dty of Ulsan, non- 
union workers bulldozed through 
barricades to enter the Hyundai mo- 
tor factory. But only three of Seoul's 
88 bus companies came out and the 
government put the number of strik- 
ers nationwide at 1 10,000, compared 
to a union estimate of 630,000. 



Foreign delegates accused of threat to public order 


Richard Lloyd Parry 


The South Korean government last 
night served restriction orders on a 
group of visiting trade unionists, ac- 
cusing them of jeopardising public 
order. 

Four representatives of the In- 
ternational Cbn federa tion of Free 
Trade Unions (ICFTU), including 
two from Britain, were visited by po- 
lice and warned that they would be 
deported if tbey continued to meet 
Korean trade unionists and attend 
protest rallies. 

Members of the delegation ac- 
cused the government of intimida- 
tion, and expressed fears that a 
second mission, lead by the former 
head of the Amalgamated Engi- 
neering Union, Bill Jordan, may be 
refused entry when it travels to 
Seoul early next week. 


The confederation, a Brussels- 
based umbrella group of 195 unions 
in 136 countries, has been sternly 
critical of Korea's revised labour law. 
The delegation has attended labour 
rallies and held hi ghl y publicised 
meetings with Kwon Young Kfl. 
the head of the illegal Korean Con- 
federation of Trade Unions 
(KCTU). 

A statement issued by the ICFTU 
calls on the government to withdraw 
the legislation, cancel 20 warrants is- 
sued against KCTU members, and 
open a dialogue with its leaders with 
a view to legalising the union and its 
activities. 

Late on Monday might, police vis- 
ited the group in their hotel and 
warned that it was illegal for for- 
eigners to visit and express support 
for the Korean strikers. On Tuesday, 
according to Guy Ryder, the British 


director of the ICFTlFs Geneva of- 
fice, they were followed around 
Seoul by men in a black car. Last 
night each was presented with a re- 
striction order. 

“Your intervention to [sic] Kore- 
an workers strike would result in dis- 
turbing public peace and order, and 
the grave interests of the Republic 
of Korea, therefore such behaviour 
should be forbidden in accordance 
with Article 22 of the Korean Im- 
migration Law," reads the document, 
issued in the name of the justice min- 
ister. “Additionally, if you violate 
above measures from now on, you 
are informed that you will be de- 
ported by Article 46- 8 of the law.” 

“In my trade union career I have 
never experienced this kind of gov- 
ernment interference in our stay and 
our business." said the delegation’s 
leader, Takashi Izumi. Marcello 


Malentacchi, of the International 
Metalworkers' Federation, accused 
the government of “intimidation". 

A re port will be submitted by the 
ICFTU to the Organisation of Eco- 
nomic Co-operation and Develop- 
ment (OECD), a Paris-based 
grouping of rich nations, which will 
convene a committee to consider the 
Korean trade union situation next 
week. When Seoul joined the 
OECD in December, it gave un- 
dertakings to allow its wokers free- 
dom of association which, according 
to the delegation, have been violat- 
ed by the new labour law. 

■ London - Hie Korean Confed- 
eration oflrade Unions will hold a 
demonstration today outside the Ko- 
rean Embassy in London. Repre- 
sentatives of Amnesty International 
and the Hades Unions Confedera- 
tion will also be present 



Bill Jordan: May be refused 
entry to South Korea 
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Settlers take a 
grim view of 
Hebron deal 


Pbrick Cockbum 

H>ron 


Lmeir headquarters in Hebron 
I^eli settlers were grimly lis- 
ting to news of the accord 
aleed earlier in the day be- 
wen Israel and the Palestini- 
a as a result of which SO per 
c t of the city will come under 
IJestinian control within the 
on 10 days- 

^American pressure was too 
pat." said Noam Arnon, a set- 
|r leader, explaining how Ben- 

g Netanyahu, the Israeli 
minister, had agreed to 
the same accord on Hc- 
as be bad previously de- 
ls meed. "Netanyahu wrote a 
kuk that said there should be 
\c surrender to terrorism, and 
jcv he signed an agreement with 
; errorist group,*' complained 
V Arnon, who leads the 500 
Irish settlers who live among 
11,000 Palestinians in Hebron, 
[n the heavy rain outside the 
sjtler enclave Palestinians 
sped few signs of jubilation. 
Te Israeli redeployment has 
pi to take place and they live 
n he part of the city which stays 
Israeli control. "There 
be a different mood when 
over the Israeli xniliiaiy 
nddquarters," said a by- 
slider, pointing to an old 
Srjish colonial fortress . 

arly yesterday morning at 
th irez crossing point between 
G a and Israel, after last- 
mi ite discussions between Mr 
Ni tnyahu and Yasser Arafat, 
th Palestinian leader, the pro- 
to f on Hebron was finally 
ag ed. Delayed, first by Pales- 
th u suicide bombers and then 
by ie Israeli election, the Israeli 
ai p will depart within lOdays. 

he accord says that by the 
ed of next week Hebron will 


have 400 Palestinian police, 
armed with 100 rifles and 200 
pistols. Cose to settler en- 
claves the police will cany only 
pistols. Hills overlooking set- 
tlers* houses will be patrolled by 
a joint Israeli- Palestinian force. 
The Palestinian wholesale mar- 
ket and a main road will he re- 
opened. A joint rapid reaction 
force will be established. 

None of this differs much 
from the 1995 agreement. An 
Israeli demand for the right to 
pre-emptive entry into Pales- 


6 Netanyahu 
committed 
himself to give 
away the Jewish 
homeland. He 
gets zero from 
Arafat? 


tinian areas has been dropped. 
Mr Arafat had made his biggest 
concessions when he agreed to 
the partition of the city over a 
year ago. The Hebron protocol 
was agreed over a week ago and 
the point at issue was the three- 
stage Israeli withdrawal from 
the West Bank. This is now to 
be finished by the middle of next 
year. By yesterday afternoon the 
extent of the withdrawal was 
creating fresh divisions. The 
Palestinians insist that Israel 
must leave 90 per cent of the 
West Bank and denies that the 
Israeli government can claim 50 
per cent as “military locations". 

Mr Netanyahu was expected 


to persuade a majority of his 
cabinet to back the accord, hut 
some ministers reject it. Ben- 
jamin Begin, the Science Min- 
ister and son of a former prime 
minister, angrily told Israeli 
army radio: "The prime minis- 
ter committed himself to give 
away sections of Ibe Jewish 
homeland. He gets zero from 
Arafat.” He was said to have 
shouted at Mr Netanyahu dur- 
ing the cabinet meeting at which 
7 out of IS ministers were ex- 
pected (o vote against the agree- 
ment. The dispute over the 
protocol may force a realign- 
ment on the Israeli right, the 
hard core breaking with Mr Ne- 
tanyahu for giving up part of the 
Land of Israel. 

in addition to the agreement 
on Hebron Mr Netanyahu and 
Mr Anifal agreed on a three- 
page ‘‘Note For The Record” in 
which both sides get less than 
they would have liked. Palestin- 
ian demands such as safe passage 
between Gaza and the West 
Bank as well as construction of 
a Palestinian airport and port at 
Gaza will be discussed in future. 
It docs not appear that there is 
any real change on the release 
of 3,000 Palestinian prisoners. 

Israel had demanded the ex- 
tradition of Palestinians in au- 
tonomous areas who killed 
Israelis, but Saeb Erekat, the 
Palestinian negotiator, said yes- 
terday that they would, as'be- 
fore, be tried in Palestinian 
courts. Overall the accord dif- 
fers little from, the Interim ac- 
cord signed by Labour. 

“I’m a very happy man to- 
day," said Yossi Beilin, the ar- 
chitect of the peace accords. ”1 
would like to welcome Ne- 
tanyahu to the Oslo club. Tbe 
process is the only game in 
town.” 


Serbs fear new poll tricks 


xve Crawshaw 

Bgrade 


indreds of riot police again 
led up in the centre of Bel- 
jade yesterday, as popular 
tmonsrraiions against tbe Sep- 
tan regime continued. The 
pposition is wary that Slobo- 
jm Milosevic is trying to trap 
se opposition into an early re- 
peat from its sustained appo- 
rtion to the regime. There 
tere several signs yesterday 
hat ue wariness is justified. 

I Th« Belgrade electoral com- 
pissien ruled on Tnesday that 
he ebedoos, which the oppo- 
Jitionwon in November, were 
palidtfteralLThe elections had 


been officially ruled invalid, 
because the opposition won by 
a landslide. Despite this week’s 
apparently historic retreat, op- 
position leaders still fear Anther 
official tricks. The electoral 
commission announced yester- 
day that its report on the elec- 
tions would only be sent to the 
parties today, and that parties 
can appeal within 48 hours af- 
ter that. 

Until yesterday, the opposi- 
tion had assumed that the 48- 
hour period of leave to appeal 
would end, not begin, today. In 
short, there is still room for fur- 
ther shenanigans. 

The students, who have spear- 
headed the protests since the 


beginning, had an additional 
reason to be furious. The hard- 
line rector of Belgrade Uni- 
versity, Dragulin Velickovic, 
yesterday retained his position 
after a long crisis meeting - de- 
spite earlier official promises 
that be would be removed. 

For the students, the issue of 
the hated Mr Velickovic has 
been crucial, since tbe start of 
the demonstrations in Novera.- 
ber - sharing almost equal 
billing with the question ol the 
election results. Tbe results 
of yesterday’s meeting enraged 
the students, thousands *of 
whom gathered outside the 
main university building in 
the city centre. 


THE BIGGEST MEDICAL COMPLAINT 
FOR PEOPLE OVER 50 IS 


HOSPITAL 

WAITING 

LISTS 



SAGA Hospital Care ensures you will never 
have to wait long for treatment 


Q ueuing for an NHS operation, whether it is 
major or minor, is a dispiriting experience. 

But with SAGA’S Hospital Care plan, developed 
exclusively for people aged 50 and over, waiting for 
months (even years) for treatment is eliminated. 

This economical private medical ✓ Immediate treatment for 
1UJS v 12 of the most commonly suffered 

complaints 

✓ Early admission for all other 
operations where the NHS cannot 
admit you within six weeks 
✓ Full, unlimited cover for 
all private in-patient charges* 1, 

✓ Guaranteed acceptance from 
age 50 with no upper age limit and 
no medical required 
✓ Medical conditions that occurred 
before you join may 
be covered after 2 years - 
✓ Automatic tax relief on 
premiums if you are aged 
60 or over 

✓ FREE luggage set when you enrol 


scheme provides cover for 
immediate treatment for 12 of 
the most commonly suffered 
complaints, such as hip 
replacement and hernia. For 
other conditions, you should 
never have to wait longer than 
six weeks for hospital treatment 
after seeing your specialist. 

If the NHS cannot admit you 
within this period, you may 
automatically go into hospital as 
a private patient, with all 
medical expenses paid. * 


SAGA Hospital Care is underwritten by Prime Health 


free quotation and information pack, phone our 
dedicated Customer Service Team at Prime Health 


01483 553 553 


Ref No. 
M479I4LS 


SAGA 


_ Services Ltd 

■' ^ Bee to MVKS yw mtommiton about Bertas prtMifed 6y W»r Saga 



Rebel unity 
spurs Sudan 
call to arms 


David Orr 

Nairobi 


Final protocol: The Israeli prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, passes the line to 
the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, at Erez yesterday Photograph: AP 


The Sudanese government is 
mobilising its forces to retake 
frontier towns and army gar- 
risons recently captured bv rebel 
forces in the east of Sudan. 

Dismissed by the Islamist- 
dominated regime in Khar- 
toum as “Ethiopian aggression" 
the rebel attacks constitute the 
first major combined opera- 
tion by northern and southern 
opponents of President Omar 
el-Bashir. 

Among those being called to 
arms are students at Khartoum 
University which has been 
closed to allow enlistment in 
paramilitary units of the Popu- 
lar Defence Force (PDF). Su- 
dan has an active military force 
of about S9.000 as well as about 
15,000 PDF members. 

“Scores of mujahedin jfioly 
fighters] are now hurrying to- 
wards the theatre of operation 
in order to defend the eastern 
front and teach the aggressors 
and the traitors a lesson they will 
never forget," Sudanese 
radio quoted General Bashir as 
saying. 

The offensive along the 
Ethiopian border was launched 
by the combined forces of the 
southern-based Sudan People's 
Liberation Array (SPLA) and 
the National Democratic Al- 
liance (NDA), which has its 
headquarters in Eritrea. Two of 
the towns which fell. Kurmuk 
and Qasan, lie about 350 miles 
south-east of the capital. In ad- 
dition to attacking army gar- 
risons, the insurgents have also 
advanced to within striking dis- 
tance of the D amazm hydro- 
electric plant which provides 80 
per cent of Khartoum’s power. 


The SPLA has been fighting 
since 1983 to resist tbe imposi- 
tion of Islam by the Arab north 
on the Christian and animist 
south. Sudanese government 
allegations of Ethiopian in- 
volvement in the recent attacks 
have been at least partially 
supported by independent re- 
ports of artillery shelling of 
Kurmuk and Qasan from inside 
Ethiopian territory. 

Though once friendly to- 
wards Khartoum, Ethiopia's 
current government shifted al- 
legiances as evidence emerged 
of Sudan's sponsorship of ter- 
rorism in the region. 

Ethiopia has denied any part 
in the attacks, saying the cap- 
ture of the towns was the work 
of the SPLA alone. 

The Khartoum regime has 
said Sudan will help t_3 million 
Ethiopian and Eritrean refugees 
/□ the country take up arms 
against Sudan's easternmost 
neighbours. Khartoum stands 
accused by Ethiopia, Eritrea 
and Uganda of using force to ex- 
port its brand of Islamic fun- 
damentalism abroad. 

The real question is whether 
the fighting marks a turning- 
point in the wavering fortunes 
of the opposition forces or just 
one more false alarm. The 
NDA was predicting that Su- 
dan's Islamic fundamentalist 
government would fall last 
summer after an uprising 
across northern Sudan. How- 
ever. such an uprising failed to 
materialise. 

However, the muted re- 
sponse to this week's govern- 
ment-sponsored demonstrations 
in Khartoum indicate that the 
populace is tiring of the empty 
promises and continued war- 
mongering of its rulers. 



The only mortgage 
rate that dropped when 
interest rates* rose. 


went down to 


We said we’d do it and we did. When 
interest rates went up our Rate 
Reversal Mortgage rate 

6.73% (7.1% APR). ^ ^ 

This unique mortgage from Britannia - '£?£. 
Building Society is so simple. 

When our standard variable mortgage 
rate rises the Rate Reversal Mortgage rate 
will fall by the same amount so if you take 
out this mortgage, a quarter of a percent rise 
would give you the benefit of a quarter percent fall. 



rate could fall as low as 4.99%*. Should our standard 
variable mortgage rate fall, the Rate 
Reversal Mortgage rate will rise but never 
above 6.99%t (73% APR). 

So while everyone else '» speculating 
and worrying about interest rates going 
through the roof you'll have peace of 
mind, until 1 September 1999, whatever 
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Ten simple steps for the people t 


ake 


• It 


From Berlin to Belgrade, protestors have learnt how to form mass movements, mobilise 
support and fight back against tyranny. Independent writers analyse the key techniques 



KEEP nr SIMPLE 


Don't kid yourself that people are 
prepared ro revolt in large num- 
bers for democracy alone. The con- 
cept is too abstract, especially in 
societies with little experience of 
what it means. 

To succeed, you have to lap into 
more tangible feelings of discon- 
tent and offer very tiasic promis- 
es of improvement. Serbians are 
not generally too bothered by the 
autocratic, corrupt nature of Milo- 
sevic's regime: rather, they arc at 
the end of their economic rope and 
deeply disillusioned at the way 
every" promise Milosevic made 
has been broken or betrayed. 

When they bang on their pots 
and pans to drown out the state 
television news every evening, 
they are basically giving their ver- 
sion of Peter Finch in Network: 
“I'm mad as hell and I'm not go- 
ing to take it any more!" 



HAVE A GOOD TIME 


All the most successful movements have 
been superb at using entertaining ideas to 
get people smiling and keep them that way, 
even when the going gets tough. 

Solidarity has to be a cheerful business. 
In Prague, people rang little bells and jan- 
gled keys, in Romania, they cut the holes 
out of (he flag. In Serbia, they do everything 
bom blocking the traffic to banging pots and 
pans during the television news. 


Co-opt the best designers, the most 
popular actors, the funniest joke-writers. 
Badges or dothing with subversive messages 
become enormously popular: in Poland, 
they sold T-shirts saying “I am an anti -so- 
cialist element". 

In general, it should be remembered 
that every successful revolution has at 
least half a dozen brilliant badges to be re- 
membered by. 


TAKE IT EASY 



First wave: A Serb opposition supporter in Belgrade 


Keep your energy up. Serbia's students have been very smart in avoiding too many aH- 
nighters and pacing themselves. Dictators, and political leaders in general, never get 
tired (as Italy’s Ginlio Andreotti once said, “power tires only those who do not have 
it**), and they are infinitely vigilant and patient (as Francois Mitterrand once said, “like 
cate, we sleep with one eye open 1 *), so flagging can be fatal. 

And don’t ask people to do very much. The best Blast German demonstrations were 
in Leipzig, where yon could attend a weekly church service, walk down the road, then 
go home. Like going to an exercise class, but much more fun. Sleepovers can be enor- 
mously effective (as in Moscow during the 1991 coup, or in the parliaments of the Baltic Shout: A student voices 
states, earlier that year), but they are best suited for defending a fragile democracy. protest again Milosevic look great but 



WATCH TV 


Keep the media spotlight on 
the Baltic republic of Esto 
of the most astonishing mom 
the peaceful revolution was 
telewaon debate, organised fay 
pathetic producer. TV news is 
especially for all those stuck 
the provinces. Foreign met? 

even more important. Be am . 
to foreign journalists, and md 
spokesmen who speak foreign®^ 
guages. Foreign journalists artazy 
so court them, even do their worfcr 
t h em East Timorese activists iunrfb. 
embassies to seek asylum diiriniu- 
temational summits - foreign cucr 

spondents love to get a real stains 
a break from boring briefings, fie 1 
more interested newsdesks getjae 
more information will be beawJ. 
back into the country via foreigra- 
dio, and these days in a surpriag 
number of countries via sate®- 


% 


TV. English-language slogans ) 
good play on TV and in photogra* 
Think about pictures: Koit 
demonstrators burl ill newspaper 


/ 


police in lieu of petrol bdmbs - 
look great but do no real dam: 


BE NICE 


The regime will blame you for 
being terrorists, bombers, mad- 
men. everything. You must give 
them the minimum of ammu- 
nition. so that they, not you, will 
look dodgy when they make the 
accusations. 

Discourage violent or anti-de- 
mocrat ic rhetoric. Serbian op- 
position leader Vuk Draskovic s 
wife. Dana, appeared early on 
in the crisis raving about blast- 
ing the way to victory. She has 
been sent to media Coventry 


ever since. 

When a bomb explodes at a 
pro-establishment building or 
organisation - as happened in 
Belgrade recently - it will be ob- 


vious to everybody that this is 
just another invocation by the 
regime. If they get violent, it just 
strengthens your hand. 

As one previously cautious 
Czech said, after going on a 
demonstration in 1989 and be- 
ing beaten up: “As 1 lay on the 
ground, I felt free." In general, 
good behaviour wins you points. 
During a 1989 strike in Ukraine, 
marshals made sure that min- 
ers did not step in the rose beds. 

If you are in a country where 
people like to get drunk, you 
could try banning alcohol alto- 
gether, as, for example, hap- 
pened in Gdansk when Solid- 
arity was first formed in 1980. 
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Fist of power taking cover from gunshots in Bucharest 


HEROES 


The revolutionary hero is a 
cliche - and one that needs to 
be carefully considered. On the 
one hand, a hero, or a figure- 
head. can be a real asset, espe- 


cially if they have international 
profile. It helps to make the 


profile. It helps to make the 
movement more than just a 
group of faceless, nameless 
people. Think of Aung San 
Suu Kyi, Lech Walesa. Vaclav 
Havel. The international media 
knows their faces, their names, 
their history. Indonesia's Msg- 
wati Sukarnoputri and the 
Philippines' Cory Aquino are no 
great political thinkers - but 
their lineage gives them re- 
spect and legitimacy and their 
gender gives them a power 


against military governments 
which no man can have. It is 
much harder to arrest or exe- 
cute a woman than a man. 

But there comes a time 
when you need to say: it isn't 
your movement at all. In peo- 
ple's revolutions, the leader - the 
figurehead - is nothing, by com- 
parison with the brave but un di- 
re c table people who have put 
themselves on the line. Unless 
you are Mandela or Havel, 
don't think you're that special. 
In Serbia, for example, many of 
those on the street have got 
more moral fibre in their little 
fingers than the people who 
prance around in front of the 
microphones. 


Words that set 


off revolution 


Mars The workers have noth- 
ing to lose but their chains. They 
have a world to gain. - 1848 


and the magistrate corruptible 
is evil. 


Lenin: Where force is necessary 
it must be applied boldly, deci- 
sively and completely. But one 
must know the limitations of 
force; one must know when to 
blend force with a manoeuvre, 
a blow with an agreement 


Mao: We must let a hundred 
Sowers bloom and a hundred 
schools of thought contend and 
see which Bowers are the best 
and which school of thought is 
best expressed and we shall 
applaud the best blooms and the 
best thoughts. - 1956 


Gandhi: What difference does 
it make to the dead, the orphans 
and the homeless whether the 
mad destruction is wrought un- 
der the name of totalitarianism 
or the holy name of liberty and 
democracy? - 1942 and: 

The moment the slave re- 
solves that he will no longer be 
a slave, his fetters fall. He frees 
himself and shows the way to 
others: Freedom and slavery are 
mental states. - 1949 


Jesus Christ The truth shall set 
you free. - 25 (approx) 


Anon (graffiti): Revolution 
allows the revolutionary to 
sublimate his sado- 
masochistic, neurotic, anal 
tendencies into a concern foi 
the working class 


Garibaldi: I can offer you nei- 
ther honours nor wages; 1 offer 
you hunger, thirst, forced 
marches, battles and death. 
Anyone who loves his country, 
follow me 


Shirley Williams: The saddest 
illusion of revolutionary so- 
cialists is that revolution itself 
will change the nature of human 
beings. 


Robespierre: Any law which 
violates the inalienable rights of 
man is essentially unjust and 
tyrannical; it is not a law at all 
- 1793 and: 

Any institution which does 
not suppose the people good 


Oscar Wilde: Disobedience 
in the eyes of any one who 
has read history, is man's 
original virtue.' It is through 
disobedience that progress 
has been made, through dis- 
obedience and through re- 
bellion. - 1891 
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Party time: Berliners enjoying themselves on New 
Year’s Eve 1989 following the fall of the wall 


Build a broad-based movement, and avoid 
creating divisions that you will only have to 
heal once (if) you take power. Serbian 
demonstrators have understood this as 
they encourage the police, army and even 
members of the ruling party to come over 
to their side. 

Persuade bits of the establishment to 
crack. All dodgy regimes love the trappings 
of respectability. They cosset the estab- 
lishment. If you can persuade the estab- 
lishment to seem publicly disloyal, you’re 
in clover. Strikes by actors, orchestras, pro- 
test letters from writers' unions - ail of these 
have played an important rote as eariy-wam- 
ing signs in the part. Students and dissidents 
can be written off as troublemakers. 

But when theatres are dark or the con- 
cert halls closed, that gets embarrassing. If 
the army cracks, too - as it has in Serbia, 
to some extern - that’s a bonus. You may 
think that old general or ancient apparatchik 
is a vile rausL But if he also wants the regime 
to go. puLyour feelings to one side. Your 
mum may think he is the best thing ever. 

Unlike in democratic elections, where 
dodgy individuals lower the lone of an en- 
tire party, you need a bit of everything in 
people’s power, to lei your movement re- 
flect the rich lapestiy of life. 


Poster power: An anti-communist rally in Manilla in 1986 


BE GRADUAL 


Be seriously gradual: only ask for things which the mad totalharians 
have already signed up foe. thinking the commitments can be ignored. 
Thus, in the Soviet Union, the much-mocked Helsinki agreement was 
powerfully used by dissidents. They insisted they were not against So- 
viet Comm must power as such (usually a lie; they were against it, with 
good reason), but were merely protesting against the flouting of a par- 
ticular article in the Soviet constitution or the Helsinki final act 

Similarly, in Serbia, the demonstrators have not fixed their sights 
on Milosevic but have instead focused on the refusal to accept the re- 
sults of an election which he himself allowed to proceed. Emphasise 
your respect for the rule of law — bring detailed legal actions before 
adopting quasi-legal or illegal methods. 

Each little concession helps yon to win. Ryszard Kapuscinski, in his 
account or the Iranian revolution. Shaft of Shahs, caUs it the “zigzag 
to the precipice”. It is just a matter of whether your society is ready to 
boil. Press home concessions by asking for another little change. 


Prepare the ground for when the basic vic- 
tories are won. If demonstrations have the 
desired effect, a protest movement can very 
quickly become an embryo government ~ 
and that is when the real problems start, as 
Vadav Havel, Lech Walesa and plenty of 
others found in the 1990s. 

Without proper planning, your brave new 
government could quickly become deeply 
unpopular and then the bastards you 
worked so hard to overthrow might just 
come back again before they have had a 
chance to be properly reformed. It lakes a 
long time for fully functioning democracy 
to take root, and vigilance must be main- 
tained (ask any Bulgarian about ihisV 
Right now the opposition in Serbia is 
making all the right noises, but what will 
happen if they get into power? 

In Serbia's case, start thinking about an 
internal ional rescue plan to get the econ- 
omy out of the doldrums. Think about aid 
to set up independent radio and television 
stations and international monitors to ad- 
vise on and watch over free elections. 

Think about equipment and training for 
new businesses and municipal services. Seek 
advice on which industries are viable and 
which are just dogging up the atmos- 
phere. 



Shoulder high: A young boy joins a 
protest in Leipzig, East Germany, in 
L989 Photographs: POpperfoto 
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Don’t settle for any compromises and don't be conned. Once you 
compromise, you are Iosl The bastards always ire to squirm their 
way out of trouble, but you should always push for total capitu- 
lation. Remember they think democrats are mugs, and they are 
comfortable with brazen lies. Get any agreements in writing, or 
(better) get the Prime Minister or President himself lo read out 
the agreement in a humiliating (devised climbdown. A promise 
is not a promise until it has been read out on the main evening 
news - midnight late news, another trick they sometimes try, is 
emphatically not good enough. The East Germans didn't stop 
when Honecker resigned and they didn't stop when the wall came 
down; only once the opposition 'was invited on to a round table 
with the government and elections were called did they consid- 
er the battle to be won. By contrast, in Belgrade in March 1991. 
anti-government demonstrators allowed themselves to be conned 
by Milosevic' s promises that he would meet their various demands; 
the fizz then went out of the protests and the government rapid- 
ly recovered control. This time around. Milosevic is being equal- 
ly slippery; but the opposition and Lhe students seem to 
understand that it ain't over till it's over. 

Alchemy that 
makes heroes 
of malcontents 


Steve Crawshaw 

Belgrade 

The smouldering discontent of 
a small minority has finally 
burst into flames. After years of 
waiting, the heat in one part of 
the Serbian haystack has set the 
whole haystack ablaze. As a 
Serb friend said this week: “I'm 
so happy. At last, I feel I’m not 
alone." 

Why now? Why have hun- 
dreds of thousands of Serbs 
gone out on the streets in recent 
weeks? There is a chemistry at 
work, but it is a mysterious 
chemistry. Many elements - 
poverty, fear, resentment, hope- 
lessness - are combined. 

Just below the hotel room 
where I am now sitting, I have 
in past years stood amid demon- 
strators in Belgrade, and asked 
myself and others whether, this 
time, the protests will gain un- 
stoppable momentum. Each 
time, we shrugged and admitted 
ignorance. It seemed unlikely, 
given the apathy around us. 

Slobodan Milosevic, the Ser- 
bian president, has always been 
a master of tactics. Now, at last, 
he may have over-reached him- 
self. In 1991, he used tanks 
against protesters; and, just to 
be on the safe side, he launched 
a war. Thai kept the lid on 
things for a time at least. Get- 
ting involved in a war, as even 
democratic leaders know helps 
any government in distress. 
Later, Mr Milosevic showed an 
astonishing ability to persuade 
Serbs that they were perma- 
nently threatened, and that 
they must therefore support 
hint, Serbia's only hope. 

Throughout the years of the 
Yugoslav wars, the protests in 
Belgrade remained relatively 
small. Serbs, who in the Second 
World War had shown enor- 
mous bravery in the struggle 
against the Nazis, seemed pas- 
sive in the face of a demagog- 
ic leader of their own. 

The pattern of events in oth- 
er countries has shown, how- 
ever, that even the most ap- 
parently compliant population 
can finally be goaded into pro- 
test, when the time is righL In 
Czechoslovakia, people sat al- 
most quiet for 20 years after the 
Soviet invasion of 1968, licking 
their wounds and adjusting to 
the new realities. A few thou- 
sand demonstrated in August 

1988. At the end of October 

1989. a crucial demonstration in 
Prague was too small to get the 
ball rolling- through a mixture 
of apathy and fear. But, less 
titan three weeks later, anoth- 
er demonstration got thousands 
of students out on the streets 
and ignited the spark. The turn- 
ing point: police beat up demon- 
strators, and one man was 


thought to have been killed. At 
which point those Czechs who 
had been muttering words of 
loyalty one day were out on the 
streets the next. The use of vi- 
olence, intended to intimidate, 
had the opposite effect 
In East Germany, os in Ser- 
bia, a fake election result trig- 
gered the opposition demon- 
strations which •evenlually 
brought the regime down. The 
local elections in May 1989 
were rigged even more shame- 
lessly than usual. The Leipzigers 
were ready to do something 
about it. Through the summer 
and autumn, numbers attending 
Monday demonstrations kept in- 
creasing. When lhe regime be- 


£ The most 
compliant nation 
can be goaded 
into protest 
when the time 
is right s 

gan to panic, it decided to use 
the Tiananmen Square option, 
which it believed that Felting had 
so successfully used in June. Un- 
fortunately, this was the crunch: 
when people realised that the 
authorities were ready to shoot, 
more, not less, of them decid- 
ed to risk their lives. The 
regime’s thuggishness persuad- 
ed many to show bravery on that 
9 October in Leipzig. 

In Latvia, one night before an 
expected assault by Russian 
troops in Rtoruary 1991, 1 met 
an elderly couple dancing in the 
packed city streets: they partied 
their way through the night, so 
that their presence, and that of 
thousands of others, might 
make the political cost of a mH- 
ilaiy assault unacceptably high. 

When the going gets tougher, 
the decisions, in some respects, 
get easier. In Stalinist times, it 
was literally suicidal to defy the 
authorities. But in less obviously 
murderous regimes, the risks 
are worth weighing up. Indeed, 
it sometimes seems that there 
are no real choices. As the old 
saying pul it: if not now, when? 

In Serbia today, the balance 
seems to have been tipped. Slo- 
bodan Milosevic is not finished. 
But he is living on borrowed 
time - partly because of those 
who have been ready to risk the 
potential violence.There must 
now be room for hope that a 
true history of Serbia, and of its 
ignominious leader, will one 
day be written for the next gen- 
eration of young Serbs. 
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Lord Todd 


Lord Todd, former President of 
lhe Royal Society and Nobel 
Laureate in Chemistiy. was a 
colossus of 20th-century chem- 
istry and will be remembered 
not only for his contribution to 
the chemistry of the nucleic 
acids - work that led to the so- 
lution of the genetic code and 
the subsequent development of 
genetic science - but also for his 
part in raising the status of sci- 
ence to its apogee in the 1960s. 

Alexander Robert us Todd 
was bom in Glasgow in 1907. in 
an unprivileged family which 
had bettered itself by hard 
work; respect for education 
was deeply ingrained in it and 
in him. He began to experiment 
in chemistiy even before his 
secondary schooling at Allan 
Glen's School, the Glasgow 
High School of Science, and he 
went on to take a First in Chem- 
istry at Glasgow University. 

In those days. Germany was 
the country for organic chem- 
istry and Todd, attracted by 
the molecules found in Irving 
matter, went to Frankfurt to 
take his DPhil with the Ger- 
man organic chemist Whiter 
Borsche. Those were the last 
days of the German science 
wrecked by the Nazis, who dis- 
criminated against all scien- 
tists who did not conform to 
their ideology, leading to a 
movement of scientists out of 
Germany from 193 3 onwards. 

In 1931 Todd gained a Senior 
Studentship from the Royal 
Commission for the Exhibition 
of 1851. the far-sighted founda- 
tion that did so much for British 
scientists, and he spent it at Ox- 
ford with Sir Robert Robinson, 
working with great success on 
chemical synthesis of the an- 
thocyanins that colour flowers 
and fruits. By the time he left Ox- 
ford in 1934, his style as a chem- 
ist was formed: wide-ranging, 
and undeterred by difficulties. 

Todd's first independent re- 
searches. at Edinburgh and at 
die Lister Institute in London, 
were on the structure and syn- 
thesis of vitamins. 2t was a 
highly competitive field and, al- 
though he did not arrive first at 


Jean-Edern Hallier was a con- 
troversial figure - writer, 
philosopher and television pre- 
senter, agent prmvatieur and en- 
fant terrible. He conducted 


personal vendettas against the 
French presidents \&lrav Gfccard 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


KXRKUP: On 29 December, in Scar- 
borough Hospital, to Sarah (nee 
Hillier) and Tim, a daughter, Ms 
Alice Clothilde. 

PAVUD1S / BACKHOUSE! On 12 Jan- 
uary 1997, to Megan and Jim, a 
daughter, Pollyanna, a granddaugh- 
ter lor PersaTom and Tom. Jocelyn and 
■Kmjp. 


DEATHS 

GRAY: Kathleen Rose, widow of the 
Rev Stanley J. Gmv, died verv peace- 
fully. aged 95 yean, at \tyndham 


House, Mine head, on Sunday 12 
January. Thanksgiving service. Mine- 
bead Baptist Church, on Friday 24 
January, at 1.45pm. Dotations in lieu 
of Bowers, if desired, to the Arthri- 
tis and Rheumatism Research Coun- 
cil, c/o Murrell & Dewar Funeral 
Directors. Imham Road. Minchcad 
TA24 5DW. 


Announcements fbr Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES Sc DEATHS may be 
telephoned to 0171-293 2011 or Eared 
to 01.71-293 2010. and are charged at 
£6*50 a line (VAT extra). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TfeeFiteesc Eoni, PieOdenL Saw the CMUhm 
F jojLvfaiKi UKSmMtearfdita And Shup. pi* 


rrcMikat. Uk Prims Royal Una for Oum. 
. ■ fiind-iarang taodKOS hosted ta thr High 

Masier or MucbcMcf Cfemaw School 


Changing of the Guard 

■H* Household Carat it Mounted Rnrmmal 
WMiudieQiKentUfcGuailB Hanrtfewfa. 

i iim. 



syntheses of thiamin (vitamin 
Bl) and tocopherol (vitamin E), 
his synthesis of thiamin be- 
came the one used commer- 
cially. He also worked on 
cannabis, and in his excellent au- 
tobiography A Time to Re- 
member (1983) he tells with 
relish the story that, having 
naively imported 61b of dis- 
tilled cannabis resin donated by 
the Indian police, he had to 
promise Customs that be would 
send 25 copies of any ensuing 
paper to their Bureau of Drugs 
and Indecent Publications. 

His reputation was growing 
and appointment as Sir Samuel 
Hall Professor at Manchester at 
the age of 31 put him in charge 
of a major chemical department. 
He must have impressed his se- 
niors, as he impressed a very ju- 
nior me when we first met in 
1 941, with his calm constructive 
approach to all problems, sci- 
entific Or ad minis trative- He 
kncwwhat must be done and he 
usually knew how to do it. 

The Second World War years 
limited Todd’s research effort 
(he worked on war gases that 
were never used) but he was 
able to start the research that 
was to win him the Nobel Prize 
in 1957. The nucleic acids, fa- 
mous now as RNA and DNA. 
were at that time ill-defined 
components of living cells. The 
connection with inheritance 
and maintenance was guessed 
at but without evidence. The in- 
dividual building bricks (sugars 
and purines and pyrimidines) 
were known but had not been 
put together, and nobody knew 
how to use the mortar (phos- 
phate). Todd had to assemble 
chemistiy from four unrelated 
fields to solve problems that no- 
body had tackled before; and he 
succeeded by a systematic as- 
sault that owed nothing to luck. 
His synthesis of ATP (adenosine 
triphosphate, the carrier of 
chemical energy) was a measure 
of the mastery he achieved. 
This field is now so well devel- 
oped that putting together a 
polynucleotide is an assembly- 
line process done by machines; 
but Todd was the pioneer. 


French presidents \hlery Gfccard 
D’Estaing and Frangois Mi tier- 
rand, as well - as most of the 
Parisian literary establishment 
He was born Jean Hallier in 
1936, to a well-to-do family. 
Baptised in Edem in Britanny 
the following year, he added the 
name of the village to his own 
(he was the first Breton allowed 
to do this). He excelled at 
school, going on to Oxford Uni- 
versity (a rare feat for a French- 
man) to read comparative 
literature, Greek, Latin and 
philosophy at Christ Church. 



HalBen 'DtUe brat* 


Proof that industrial commu- 
nities do not live by bread alone 
was for decades supplied by 
Lhe Welsh poet Mogg Will- 
iams. Like W.H. Davies, the 
Monmouthshire-born “Damp 
poet", he is entitled to be re- 
garded as a “people's poet”. He 
wrote almost exclusively about 
his native South Wiles coalfield. 

Bora David Morgan Will- 
iams in OgmoreVhle in 1928, he 
left school at the age of 14 and 


Birthdays 


Mr Colin Baziks, graphic designer, 65: 
Sir AJasiair Blair, former Wriler to 
the Signet, 89; Air Marshal Sir 
Robert Craven, 81; Sir Robin Dunn, 
former Lord Justice of Appeal 79; 

Professor John Enderby, physicist, 66; 
The Right Rev Michael Henley, 
Bishop of St Andrews, Du nkeld and 
Dunblane, 59; Professor Sir Peter 
Hirsch, tnetalhirgjfl,72; Sir Jack Lay* 
den, former chairman. Association of 
Metropolitan Authorities, 71; Pro- 
fessor Elaine Murphy, psych ogeria- 
tririan, 50; Mr Richard Ormond, 
director. National Maritime Muse- 
um, 58: Miss Nadine Peppard, race 
relations consultant, 75; Mr Keith 
Shackle ion, artist and naturalist, 74; 
Professor Sir Frederick Stewart, ge- 
ologist, 81; Lord Thomson of Muni- 
Geth, former chairman of the IBA, 
76; Ml Cliff Thorbura. snooker piny- 
er, 49; Miss Christine Unman, ten- 
nis player, 56; Lady (Marina) Vbizey, 
art critic, 59; Professor Sir William 
Wade QC former Master, Gonvflle 
and Cants, Cambridge, 79; Mr James 
Watson, chairman, Watson & Philip 
pic, 62; Mr Michael White, theatre 
and film produce r, 61. 


Anniversaries 


Births: Richard 5avage poet, 1697; 
Karl August Krebs, composer, 1804; 
Andre Michetin, tyre maker, 1853; 
Joan Rosita Forbes, traveller and 

writer, 1890; Karl Freund, cinema 
photographer, 1890; Ethel Merman 
(Zimmerman), singer and actress, 
1909. Deaths Edmund Spenser, 
poet, 1599; G&nent-Philiben-Leo 
Delibes, composer, 1891; Carole 
Lombard (Jane Alice Peters), actress, 
killed in an air crash 1942; Arturo 
Toscanini conductor. 1957. On this 
day: Ivan the Terrible, first Russian 
liar, was crowned, 1547; Brazil be- 


Todd’s last move, academi- 
cally, was to Cambridge in 1944. 
He inherited a stagnant, ill- 
found department with a divid- 
ed command, and transformed 
it Todd always bad the ability to 
attract and inspire good co- 
workers and be brought some of 
the Manchester group with him 
(they formed a dub called the 
Toddlers). With the ending of 
the war, people came from all 

over the world to work with him. 

The Nobel Prize in 1957 con- 
firmed Todd as the leading or- 
ganic chemist in Britain. He 
continued to attack difficult 
problems. One of these was 
the chemistry of the aphins, 

. very unusual pigments that give 
their colours to aphids. Anoth- 
er was the anti-anaemia vitamin 
(vitamin B12), but here the 
mystery of its structure was to 
yield to Dorothy Hodgkin's in- 
spired crystallographic inter- 
pretation. Scientists who worked 
with Todd at Manchester and 
Cambridge spread over the 
globe the spirit of free enquiry 
and intellectual challenge that 
they found in his laboratories. 

A scientist of Todd's ability 
and eminence could hardly 
have avoided involvement in the 
politics of science and in the for- 
mation of public scientific pol- 
icy, and there is no evidence that 
he was reluctant. In Cambridge 
he became Master of Christ’s 
College, helped to found 
Churchill College, and took 
part in the reform of the Cam- 
bridge University Press. He 
served as President of the 
Chemical SocieLy and later 
(1975-80) of the Royal Society. 
In 1965-68 he chaired a Royal 
Commission on medical edu- 
cation. By 1962 he was already 
a life peer, with friendships 
and contacts pervading the sci- 
entific es tablishm ent not only of 
this country, but abroad (be 
loved Australia and often visit- 
ed there). His honours are too 
numerous to mention. 

Politically, Todd was a right- 
wing llitist, as people who have 
risen by merit often are. He de- 
plored the expansion of uni- 
versity education, fearing that 



A benevolent fox': Todd won the 1957 Nobel Prize for hts work on nuctefc: acfds - RNA and DNA 


it would produce too many 
chiefs and too few Indians; but 
he was not narrow or intolerant. 
People trusted him and sought 
his advice. I remember talking 
with Vladimir Prelog, a fellow- 
laureate, and asking him if he 
knew what “tod” meant in Scot- 
tish. “Yes," said VI a do, “A fox. 
A benevolent fox." 

In 1987 Todd married Alison 
Dale, daughter of Sir Henry 
Dale who was soon to become 
President of the Royal Society. 
They had a son and two daugh- 
ters” Her death in 1987 was a 
heavy blow to him, compound- 
ed by injuries and Alness. He 
spent his last years quietly at 
Cambridge, and retained his 
faculties to the end. 


constituents owe to the work of 
Alec Todd in helping to set up 
Strathclyde University? Sir Sam 
Curran FRS, its first Principal 
(1964-80), who chose Todd as 
the first Chancellor, recalls: 


After tough arguments with Sir 
Keith Murray, then c hairman of the 
University Grants Committee, agree- 
ment was reached that the Glasgow 
Tech should become a university. 
Murray asked me, “What about a Gist 
Qtanoe[lor7"IsaidbeinustbeaScoL 
He must represent the sciences. He 
must be seen as a heavyweight in aca- 
demic affairs. We chimed together, 
“Only one man fits that bill aB three 
criteria. Got it in one! Alec Todd." 


Curran went to Cambridge 
and Tbdd's immediate reaction 
was that he was proud to do the 
job. Fbr 21 years he was a no- 


John Coraforth 


table figure - he understood the 
role of Chancellor well never 


As a Scottish MR, writes Tam 
Dalyell, may 1 record the debt 
that two generations of our 


role of Chancellor well never 
meddled and was happy to lis- 
ten to individuals with their 
problems. 


As an honoraiy secretary of 
a Parliamentary and Scientific 
Committee during the period 
when Todd was our president 
(1983-86), I saw at first hand his 
assiduous attendance and con- 
tribution to the nuts-and-bolts 
work of the committee. He was 
ever concerned with what 
Parliament could do about 
scientific manpower. 

As a member of the “Other 
Place", I pay respectful tribute 
to the quality of reports on 
subjects such as engineering, re- 
search and development edu- 
cation and training for new 
technologies, occupational 
health and hygiene services, re- 
search on the relationship be- 
tween agriculture and the 
environment, new space tech- 
nologies, and guidelines on land 
use which came out during the 
time between 1980 and 1984 
when Todd was chairman. He 


Jean-Edern Hallier 


After working in publishing, 
he launched the literary review 
Tel Quel (“The Why It Is"), with 
Philippe SoUers and Jean -Rend 


Hughenin, in 1960. They in- 
tended to prick the pomposity 
of French literaiy circles bat, 
within three years, Hallier had 
fallen out with his fellow writ- 
ers. This penchant fbr pique and 
volte-face became a regular 
feature of the next 30 years. 

In 1963, Hallier published his 
first novel LesAventwes d ’une 
jeune fide ("The Adventures of 
a Young Girl”) to acclaim. He 
later blew his own trumpet with 
the semi-autobiographical Le 
Grand icrivain fThe Great 
Writer”). Chagrin d ’amour 
(“Unhappy Love Affair") fol- 
lowed, a fictionalised account of 
time spent in Chile, which near- 
ly earned him the Prix Goncourt 
but also contributed to his fiist 
downfall. In January 1975, the 


daily paper Liberation alleged 
that Hallier had kept a third of 
, the $3,000 he was supposed to 
have delivered to the Chilean 
guerrillas fighting the Pinochet 
regime, and that he wasn't a 
man to be trusted. 

The writer bounced back but 
from then on he was embroiled 
in controversy. In 1979, he pub- 
lished Lettre ouverte a un colin 
froid (“Open Letter to a Cold 
Hake"), a pamphlet attacking 
President Giscard D’Estaing. 
France laughed and Francis 
Mitterrand, already a keen ad- 
mirer. was amused The two be- 
came friends. Hallier even 
nursed the belief he would be- 
come Minister of Culture in the 
event of a socialist victoiy. 
Come May 1981, he was bitterly 


disappointed when Jack Lang 
was preferred. Hallier turned 
against the French president 
and became his bete noire: As a 
member of Mitterrand’s inner 
circle, Hallier had discovered 
the existence of Mazarine, the 
socialist leader's love child by 
Anne PingeoL He had also 
heard about his visits to Poland 
to consult cancer specialists. 
Hallier intended to expose him 
in L 'Hormeur perdu de Franqois 
Mitterrand (“The Lost Honour 
of Francois Mitterrand”) but, by 
1984, 17 publishers had turned 
the book down. 

Their lack of enthusiasm 
might have been due to gov- 
ernment pressure but Hallier s 
weakness for publicity stunts 
didn't help. In April 1982, he 


claimed to have been kid- 
napped by the French Revolu- 
tionary Brigade, a bogus 
organisation consisting mostly 
of Hallier associates- When he 
was “released" a week later, the 
police could find no trace of his 
kidnappers. Hallier was now li- 
belling people indiscriminately 
and had purportedly become 
"the most bugged man in 
France". He attempted to 
blackmail the French adminis- 
tration into dropping huge tax 
claims against him by threat- 
ening to reveal everything he 
knew about Mitterrand (in- 
cluding his war record). 
Strangely, the taxman lost in- 
terest around the time Hallier 
burnt his manuscript in front of 
the Elysee Palace, but the writer 


had kept a copy and it came out 
Iasi year, selling 300,000 copies. 

Jiallier’s death occupied 
most of the French dailies’ 
front pages on the day after his 
death. They couldn’t agree on 
what exactly he’d brought to the 
public life of Ranee. Liberation 
led with "novelist and trickster”, 
Le Figaro opted for "ragged 
man of lettenf but France-Soir 
didn't mince words and called 
him “a little brat". Hallier 
would have relished the absence 
of consensus. 


Pierre Perrone 


Jean-Edern Hallier. writer and 
broadcaster bam Saint-Germain- . 
en-Laye 1 March 1936; married 
1965 (one son, one daughter); died 
Deauville 12 January 1997. 


Mogg Williams 


followed the traditional route of 
those times by working under- 
ground. A pit accident forced 
him to leave the mines after some 
20 years and he took to writing. 

“Spin blind wheel", he wrote 
in his poem "The Pitwheel”, 

You bastard spin 

From boy to man 

I have seen you win. 

A stream of coal from the 

underground 

Into the running light of day. 

The titles of his collections in- 


clude Poets. Pitwheels and Ap- 
ples (1975), Mogg's People 
(1985), Of Breads, Gods and 
Men (1987) and Ropes of Smoke 
(1992). He published much of 
his work himself and gave away 
any profits to good causes, par- 
ticularly those which helped to 
sustain mining communities. 

At the 1974 South Wales 
Miners' Eisteddfod he was pre- 
sented with a silver miner’s 
lamp in recognition of h» r n- 


tribution to Wales's working- 
class culture. 

Williams's work was frowned 
on by the stiff necks of Wiles’s 
cultural establishment; it was 
their loss. Undeterred, he 
roamed the valleys reading 
poetry in public houses and 
social dubs. 

During the 1984-85 miners’ 
strike his readings verged on the 
inspirational, helping to satisfy 
the embattled valleys' thirst for 


relief from the hardships of 
picketing and making ends 
meet. He played a similar role 
a decade later when the miners 
of Tower Colliery, in the Cynon 
valley, waged a successful 
campaign to buy their pit, 
which has just celebrated its sec- 
ond anniversary as a profitable 
co-operative. 

Some of his poetiy and prose 
was broadcast on radio and 
television and his first stage play. 


On Wordbcrry Hill, was direct- 
ed at the Sherman Theatre in 
Cardiff by Karl Francis, now 
bead of drama at BBC Wales, 
in 1980. 


Tony Heath 


Din-id Morypn (“Mogg") Williams, 
poet and miner bom Qgrnore Vale. 
Glamorgan 15 February 1928; 
married 1949 Joyce Barrett (one 
son, one daughter); died Ogmore 
Vide 11 January 1997. 



WUBams: ‘people's poef 
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was superb ai picking subjects - 
remote sensing and digital map- 
ping, for example - which were 
not of obvious importance at the 
time but which subsequently 
were seen to be very important. 


Alexander Robertas Todd, organ- 
ic chemise bom Glasgow 2 Octo- 
ber 1907; Reader in Biochemistry, 
London University 1937-38; Sir 
Samuel Hall Professor of Chem- 
istry and Dbector of Chemical Lab- 
oratories, Manchester University 
1938-44; FRS 1942; Professor of 
Organic Chemistry, Cambridge 
University 1944-71; Fellow of 
Christ 's College, Cambridge 1944- 
96, Master 1963-78; Kt 1954; 
Nobel Price for Chemistry 1957; 
created 1962 Baron Todd; Chan- 
cellor, Strathclyde University 1965- 
91, Fellow 1990-96; OM 1977; 
married 1937 Alison Dale (died 
1987; one son, two daughters); 
died Cambridge 10 January 1997. 


The German scholar Charles 

Philip (“Peter") Magffl was the 

son of an Irish civil servant, and 
one of his early memories was 
of being escorted to school by 
a British soldier with a fixed 
bayonet This experience played 
its part in the development of 
his constant adult desire to 
see literature in its social and 
historical context. 

Physically he was wiry and 
compact, and his scholarship - 
one might say accordingly - was 
unfussy, economical and, above 
afl, ludd. He hinted in conver- 
sation that far too many publi- 
cations in his field were 
characterised by other virtues. 
T ike many truly erudite men, he 
claimed to know little, but 
wrote informatively on 19th- 
century German literature and 
its reading public, and on the 
18th-century classics. 

Studies of German and Aus- 
trian comedy, Goethe, Schiller, 
JJR Hebei and Heine are promi- 
nent in his output, which was 
mostly in the form of essays in 
academic journals. His Ger- 
man Literature, a survey from 
tile Middle Ages to the present 
century, was published in 1974. 
As a co-editor of the academic 
journal German Life and Letters 
over 20 years he did much to 
guide and encourage younger 
colleagues. His advice was 
always perceptive and valuable. 

MagiU 's First in the Modern 
Language Tripos at Cambridge 
in 1932 was followed by three 
years as a schoolmaster at Hab- 
erdashers, and then by some 
years spent in research, leading 
to appointment to the staff pf 
the German Department at 
University College London in 
1938. He spent the war years 
with the Royal Artillery, the 
London Irish Rifles, the Intel- 
ligence Corps and the British 
Military Mission to Yugoslavia. 

After a period back on the 
staff of London University he 
was appointed to the Chair of 
German at the University Col- 
lege of Wales, Aberystwyth, in 
1952, where he also served as 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts and 
Vice-Principal of the college. 
His tact and discretion made 
him an excellent head of de- 
partment, and students and 
colleagues alike enjoyed gen- 
erous hospitality from him and 
his beloved wife Kathleen. 

During his 19 years in office, 
Aberystwyth was struggling to 
come to terms with the fact that 
its pre-war nonconformist ethos 
would have to change as new 
generations of emancipated 
students arrived to rebel against 
the Old Order. Magill did much 
to ease the inevitable develop- 
ments, and frequently defused 
potentially difficult situations by 
a humorous remark, causing in- 
dignant moralists to find their 
rage turning to laughter. The 
Festschrift presented to him in 
1974 commented, appositely, on 
his “shrewdness of judgement 


and exemplary diplomacy". 
He could always see the best 


He could always see the best 
in eveiyone, without being blind 
to Lhe worst One did not mess 
with “CPM", as those who at- 
tempted anything less than hon- 
est and fair found to their cost 
Be four-square with him, how- 
ever, and be was kindness itself. 


L Thompson 
and G. A. Wells 


Charles Philip MagiU, German 
scholar bam Dublin 11 Decem- 
ber 1910; Professor of German, 
University College af Wales, Aber- 
ystwyth 1952-71 (Emeritus); mar- 
ried 1954 Kathleen Thomson (died 
1990; one son, one daughter); 
died Croydon 10 January 1997. 


came an Empire under John, Prince 
Regent of Portugal 1816; the British 
. expedition led by Ernest Sbaddelon 
readied the South Magnetic Pole, 
1909; following a fire in Osaka, 
Japan, 30,000 were rendered home- 
less when 5,000 houses were burnt, 
1912; in the Uniud States, the 1 8th 
Amendment was ratified, which pro- 
hibited the sale of alcoholic bever- 
ages, 1920; the US senate voted 
against joining the League of Nations, 
1920; the Gulf war started with Lhe 
launch of Operation Storm, when al- 
lied air attacks were made on Iraq 
and occupied Kuwait. 1991. Today is 
the Feast Day of Si Berairi and Oth- 
ers, St Ftnsey. St Henry of Cricket, 
Si Honoratus of Arles, St MorceDus 
L pope and St Priscilla. 


Breakfasts 

Newspaper Society 
Mr Robin Burgess, President of the 
Newspaper Society, was the host at 
a breakfast held yesterday at the Atri- 
um Restaurant, London SW1, in ho- 
nour of the Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Maclcay of Clashfem. 


Employer liable for racism in the workplace 


Jones v Tower Boot Co Ltd; Court 
of Appeal (Lord Justice McGowan. 
Lord Justice Waite, Lord Justice 
Palter) II December 1996 


LAW REPORT 
♦ 


16 January 1997 


Luncheons 

HM Government 

Mr Ian Lang MP, President of the 
Board oflrbde. was the host at a lun- 
cheon held yesterday at Lancaster 
House, London SW1, in honour of 
MrShmji Sato, Minister of Interna- 
tional Trade and Industry of Japan. 


Lectures 


National Gallery: Steven Adams, 
gnon. Lot with his Daugiiters’’, 1pm. 

Tate Gallery: Sarah O'Brien Twohig, 
“Beuys and BeyoutT, Ipra, 

British Museum: Hilary Williams, 
“Sansovino, Vittoria and Palladio 
around the Venetian bacino~ . 
1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Brian 
Louis Pearce. “ WE. Henley ( 1849- 
1903), Ffoet and Editor”. 1.10pm. 
University College London, Lon- 
don WCl: Professor Ian Dennis, 
“The Critical C jndition of Cri minal 
Law", 1.15pm. 

Leicester University: Richard 
Adams, “Rutland and More - an 
audio-visual appreciation", 7.50pm. 
London School of Economics. Lon- 
don WC Professor Ulrich Beck. 
“Risk Sod civ Revisited", 1pm; Pro- 
fessor Alfred Cockrell (Shimizu 
Trust Lecture), “Sou lb .Africa, a Bill 
of Rights and the Duck-Rabbit", 
5.30pm. 


Receptions 

HM Government 

Mr Malcolm Rifldnd QC MP, Sec- 
retary of State for Foreign and Com- 
monwealth ASaiis, and Mr lan Lang 
MP, President of the Board oflradc, 
hosted a reception held yesterday at 
Lancaster House, London SW L to 
mark the launch of the Central Eu- 
rope Campaign. 


The question whether an em- 
ployer was liable under section 
32(1) of the Race Relations Act 
1976 for acts of discrimination 
perpetrated by an employee “in 
the course of his employment” 
was to be answered by reference 
to the ordinary meaning of 
those words rather than to the 
more stringent requirements of 
the common law concept of 
vicarious liability. 


□ic parentage and was joining 
a workforce which had not 
previously employed anyone 


The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by Raymon- 
do Virtue Jones, reversed the 
decision of the Employment 
Appeal Tribunal on 13 June 
1995, and restored that of an in- 
dustrial tribunal, awarding Mr 
Jones £5,000 on his claim ag- 
ainst his employers. Tower Boot 
Co Ltd. under sections 1 and 4 
of the Race Relations Act 1976. 
Robin. Alien QC, John Whitmore and 
77unuu KMng | Campaign for Racial 
Equality, legal department) for Mr 
Jones; Simon Buckhm-en and Philip 
GaBway-Cocper (Smith Chamberlain. 
WdUn$>WMgh) for company. 


Joan Dickson 
Chamber Music Fund 

A Grand Launch of the Joan Dick- 
son Chamber Music Fund win be hdd 
pen Monday, 20 January, at 730pm 
in St James's Church, Si James's Gar- 
dens, London WJ 1. The Endellion 
Quartet will perform a programme 


of works by Haydn. Bartok and 
Beethoven. Tickets, priced at £15, un- 
available from the Secretary, Joan 
Dickson Chamber Music Fund, c/o 
31 Chepstow Place. London W2 
4TT, telephone 0171-229 0219. The 
fund has been crea ted in memory of 
lhe cellist and teacher Joan Dickson. 


Lord Justice Waite said that m 
April 1992 Mr Jones, then 
aged 16, began work ai the em- 
ployers 7 shoe facioiy as a last 
operative. He was of mixed eih- 


from an ethnic minority. 

From the outset he was sub- 
jected by fellow employees to ha- 
rassment of the gravest kind. He 
was called by such racially of- 
fensive names as “chimp" and 
“monkey". A notice had been 
stuck on his back reading “Chip- 
munks are go”. Two employees 
whipped him on the legs with a 
piece of welt and threw metal 
bolts at his head. One of them 
burnt his arm with a hot screw- 
driver, and later the same two 
seized his arm again and tried 
to put it in a lasting machine, 
where the bum was caught and 
started to bleed again. 

Unable lo endure this treat- 
ment. Mr Jones left the job af- 
ter four weeks. He made a 
complaint against the employ- 
ers of racial discrimination, 
contending that his fellow em- 
ployees had subjected him to a 
discriminatory detriment on 
racial grounds under section 
4(2)(c) of the 1976 Act. and 
that the employers were liable 
by virtue of section 32(1) be- 
cause the acts had been done 
by Lhe employees in the course 
of their employment. 


The employers resisted the 
claim on the ground, upheld by 
the appeal tribunal, that the rel- 
evant acts were outside the 
scope of the fellow employees’ 
employment. 

The issue was whether, in 
considering for the purpose of 
section 32( 1 ) whether any con- 
duct complained of amounted 
to a "thing done tty a person in 
the course of his employment", 
an industrial tribunal should 
reach its decision by reference 
to (a) Lhe words “course of em- 
ployment" in the sense in which 
they were employed in every- 
day speech, or (b) the princi- 
ples laid down by case law 
to establish the vicarious lia- 
bility of an employer for torts 
committed by an employee. 

Two principles were involved. 
First, that a statute was to be 
construed according to its leg- 
islative purpose. Second, that 
words in a statute were to be giv- 
en their normal meaning ac- 
cording to general use unless the 
context indicated otherwise. 

The general thrust of the 
1 976 Act was educative, per- 
suasive and, where necessary, 
coercive. The relief accorded to 
victims of discrimination went 
beyond the ordinary remedies 


of damages and an injunction, 
introducing provisions with a 
proactive function, designed 
as much to e limina te the oc- 
casions for discrimination as 
to compensate its victims or 
punish its perpetrators. 

A purposive construction re- 
quired section 32 (and the cor- 
responding section 41 of the 
Sex Discrimination Act 197 5) to 
be given a broad interpretation. 

While there was a broad 
conceptual similarity between 
an employer’s responsibility 
both in the context of tortious 
liability in an employment con- 
text and in discrimination in the 
employment field, that simi- 
larity was insufficient to justi- 
fy, on a linguistic construction, 
the reading of the phrase 
“course of employment” as 
subject to the gloss imposed on 
it in the common law context 
of vicarious liability. 

To read it in such a way 


lice 




"M 


' arS. ■: 

. * 

** . 

I’vi. 

/ „vJ* • 


■He Kl 


r-njwer 


Nation 




:\A 






- ■'•■•C-i a 
■ v - 














K; \ :i - v r 


Ut** 






fe, cuts a 


'.r 








°meless 








rtsa 


m 




the sense in which every layman »h; 

would understand them, with- ^ ’ ! ^rinexh 

out reference to the law of 
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vicarious liability in tort. 
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the leader page 


Police surveillance powers must be watched 


O n ibis page yesterday we carried 
a letter from five chief consta- 
bles and the commissioner of 
the City of London Police. It made an 
impressive and veiy nearly persuasive 
read. The letter was a rebuttal of crit- 
icism of the Police Bill currently before 
the House of Lords, criticism that has 
grown in clamour and which has pre- 
sented us with the odd - and suspicious 
- spectacle of the leading Tory news- 
papers each taking the same, antago- 
nistic line. The sight of, for example, the 
Doily Mail and Telegraph uniting in 
•defence of civil liberty is at least divert- 
ing. Strangely, though, they are largely 
wrong in championing this particular 
attack on the Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard. There are positive arguments 
for the codification and statutory 
expression of police surveillance pow- 
ers contained in the Bill - but there are 
also compelling arguments for at least 
two substantive amendments to the 
proposed legislation. 

Like a work of art, a parliamentary 
bill is comprehensible only by reference 
to its authorship, and this requires us 
to inspect the motives of Mr Howard. 
The frequency of his appearance in 
these columns - in the dock - does not 
mean we are unable to appreciate his 
political skill, nor his capacity, manifest 
to some extent in the Police Bill, to 
respond to the demands of effective 
crime-fighting in an increasingly tech- 
nological world. The Home Secretary- 


ship is a difficult job. Its occupant has 
regularly to respond to crises - jail 
breaks, for instance - leaving little 
leisure for ministerial gamesmanship. 
Yet here we see Mr Howard well-posi- 
tioned for a strike at the Tory Party suc- 
cession, albeit from the rung just below 
the top. The price the public has had 
to pay has not, however, been small. 
Too often during his tenure of the 
Home Office, detailed drafting and 
careful law-making have been sacri- 
ficed to the need to make Mr Howard 
look good to the Tory backwoods and 
party conclaves. Prisons and sentenc- 
ing policy have suffered as a result. 

Is the Police Bill another of those 
hopefully short-lived monuments to 
Mr Howard's ambition; another policy 
that substitutes the symbolism of 
'"toughness” for concern about the lib- 
erty of the citizen? Not quite. Mr 
Howard is right to argue that the exist- 
ing powers of the police to obtain 
evidence “covertly" or by means of 
“intrusive surveillance" are now unsat- 
isfactorily specified - and Jack Straw, 
his Labour opposition number, is 
right to agree that a new law is needed. 
Some of this surveillance is at present 
authorised by chief police officers; for 
some the police rely on common low 
powers; meanwhile both the Security 
Service and Customs and Excise exer- 
cise similar powers under quite differ- 
ent legislative and administrative 
arrangements. 



ONE CANADA SQUARE CANARY WHARF LONDON E14 5DL 
TELEPHONE 0171 -293 2000 / 0171 -345 2000 FAX 0171-293 2435 / 0171-345 2435 


Judging the most controversial aspect 
of the Bill - allowing chief constables 
to authorise “intrusive surveillance" - 
must rest on a prior assessment of the 
role and the behaviour of Britain’s 
police. The past two decades have seen 
rapid improvement in the education, 
calibre and. to coin a phrase, constitu- 
tional reliability of chief constables. It 
is even conceivable that some of them 
will vole Labour. Television scriptwrit- 
ers are good if not infallible guides to 
the public reputation of chief police 
officers, but if programmes such as The 
Chief are any guide, it is high. 

It is those chief officers who will be 


given a formal role, ex ante, in approv- 
ing police action that could involve 
breaking into private premises and 
planting surveillance equipment. Ex 
post, a new commissioner would have 
the fiower to investigate complaints. 
Are they to be trusted? The general 
answer must be yes. But that is a dif- 
ferent question from whether the for- 
malisation of police powers of entry 
and surveillance will serve to combat 
crime. Here Mr Howard - and Labour, 
to date - have failed to ask it. A prin- 
cipal test for any extension of police 
power must be its impact on the vol- 
ume of criminal behaviour, something 


difficult to measure, admittedly, and 
not always captured by numbers of 
arrests, prosecutions and convictions. 
The Police Bill is, ostensibly, geared to 
the way criminal conspirators can use 
technology and the ease of movement 
of men and money across borders - 
what the lay public understand by 
organised crime. But “serious crime” 
as defined in the Bill turns out to be a 
catch-all which would include (the 
authors of yesterday’s letter seemed to 
confirm this) conspiring to climb trees 
and obstruct the construction of the 
Newbury bypass. 

Jt is at this point that Jack Straw 
should draw up a set of positive and 
friendly amendments to the Bill, 
designed to make it work as a piece of 
crime-fighting legislation. “Serious 
crime” must be more tightly defined. 
It must not include actions which 
might lead to some breach of public 
order in the pursuit of political or envi- 
ronmental campaigning. Lawyers - a 
group not without self-interest - have 
raised the question of the inviolability 
of solicitors’ offices to police surveil- 
lance. The very idea that there might 
be solicitors hand-in-glove with fraud- 
sters and thieves! There is, indeed, a 
point of principle here to do with the 
balance of forces within the criminal 
justice system. Lawyers' premises do 
deserve some protection: forcing the 
police to obtain prior permission from 
a judge before acting would be a use- 


ful check. There may be other cate- 
gories of premises that could be treated 
in a similar way. 

The Police Bill has generated a lot 
of comment, some of it peculiarly 
intemperate. Jack Straw has been 
attacked in terms that suggest he ought, 
with a jerk of his knee, to oppose any- 
thing and everything proposed by Mr 
Howard. In fact Mr Straw should set 
about challenging Mr Howard to make 
the Bill watertight, without compro- 
mising its purpose. 

The naked truth 
of ‘Country Life’ 

W ith the decline of the old aristoc- 
racy, their fishin’-shootin ’-huntin’ 
magazine, Country Life, is developing 
imaginative strategies to survive into its 
second century. Futurology is one: bv 
2097 Country Life predicts we will have 
algae for dinner, pollution for tea. Oh 
yes, and the super-rich will buy up our 
crumbling country houses, and the poor 
will go into service - delivering a new 
readership for Country Life. 100 years 
down the line. In the meantime, "how- 
ever, the magazine will make do by pick- 
ing up a new cluster of readers, currently 
lost without their usual monthly read. 
Nipples and pearls in the centenary edi- 
tion have a purpose, surely, to boldly go 
where Health and Efficiency left off. ~ 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Flexible EU 
best answer 
to pollution 

Sir Sarah Helm, in her excellent 
report from Brussels (14 January), 
suggests that transport and 
environmental issues are not 
appropriate for a flexible European 
Community. 

Surely the opposite is the case. 
The Centre for European Studies 
has compiled a long hst of 
problems that cross national 
borders in Europe but do not cross 
all the frontiers that divide the 
existing member states, let alone 
the 20 or more of the future. Let 
me give two examples. 

1) North Sea pollution is getting 
gradually worse. Some 12 countries 
pour their filth into its waters that 
once had an abundance of fish. 
Unless, we begin to reverse the 
process of biological death soon, it 
could take decades for the North 
Sea to recover. For the UK or any 
other individual country to end its 
flow of pollution by itself would be 
□ear-futile. A common programme 
of action is needed desperately, in 
which all countries take part But 
why should the Italians or the 
Portuguese be required to do so 
and pay a share of the cost? 

A flexible Europe, by bringing the 
offenders together, could achieve 
the kind of international co- 
operation that ought to be ihe basis 
of all European decision-making. 

2) How can we safeguard the 
future of the forests of Central 
Europe and Scandinavia from add 
rain? Some of the peripheral 
member states— Ireland and 
Greece particularly - neither have 
responsibility for what has 
happened nor gai n advantage from 
a remedy. Again, why should they 
pay for a pokey or be troubled by 
taking part? 

Sir RICHARD BODY MP 
(Holland with Boston, C) 

Chairman of the Trustees 
Centre for European Studies. 
London SW8 

Sin Before we get too tied up with 
discussions over a common 
European currency, would it not be 
a more important first step to 
introduce EU-wide b an k in g? 

I thought this had happened 
when banks adopted the “sort 
code”, but I have found this is far 
from true - 1 have just received a 
cheque for £34 drawn on Soaete 

Gdneraie in Paris, repaying some 
trave lling expenses. Although this is 
made out in sterling, the National 
Westminster Bank has refused to 
process it Abbey National will 
charge £7 JO for paying it into my 
account and First Direct £5. 

This is mucb more of a barrier to 
trans-European trade than what 
the individual currencies are called. 
KEITH FRAYN 
Oxford 

Clarke's cuts a 
blow to homeless 

Sr. WMe I broadly agree with 

Andres Whittam-SmiLb s 
comments on homelessness ( At 
last homeless people find a place on 
the agenda”, 13 January), he omits 
to mention one critical factonn 



m nus year s t 

find a place at the top of Kenneth 
Clarke's agenda - for cuts. 

As a result, the National 
Housing Federation estimates that 
the Government will not even 
come dose to building the modest 
60,000 new social lettings 
for 1997 - there wfll be a shortfall 
of 26,000 affordable homes for 
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Justice for poets 
at Arts Council 


rent. This myopic move, so typical 
of a government which sees 
housing as a safe area in which to 
trim public spending, will have a 
doubly Hflmngmg effect. Not only 
will more vulnerable people he 
unable to secure a long-term 
tenancy, but these same people wfll 
create more of a drain on housing 
benefit - by close on £1 lm a year, 
according to DSS estimates. 

So, predictably, this supposed 
“saving” adds up to more 
deprivation for the homeless and a 
waste of precious benefit resources. 
DIANA MADDOCK MP 
(Christchurch, Lib Dem ) 

Liberal Democrat spokeswoman for 
Housing 

House of Commons 
London SW1 

Sir “Every time we go and check 
we find they [the homeless] won't 
go in hostels” - Home Offioj 
ministerDavid Maclean (report, 11 
January). 

The reason so many homeless 
reject hostels in preference to 
sleeping rough is because in ever 
more hostels today the homeless 
individual as a condition of staying 
in ihe hostel is forced to see a 
psychiatrist, who after a very brief 
interview diagnoses, as often as 
not, mental illness - a stigma for 
fife - and prescribes tranquillisers 
of one sort or another, which have 
to be taken as a condition of 
acceptingshelter, rehousiagetc. 

For many of the homeless it is an 
unacceptable deal. 

ADAM BLUE 

Carlisle. Cumbria 

The writer was once homeless 

Sir. Homeless people and beggars 
are not necessarily synonymous 
(“Hey Jimmy: heard about the 
minister who thinks most beggars 


are Scots?",ll January). However, 
those homeless people using our 
Cold Weather Shelter Iasi week 
were as follows: almost SO per cent 
were male, with the same 
percentage having slept rough on 
the night before moving in. Almost 
one in five was aged over 5Q, with 
the predominant group in their mid- 
thirties. More than a quarter were 
“local". Scots represented only 6 per 
cent (the same percentage as Asian 
and Irish), less than both Black 
British and European. 

These statistics are freely available 
from agencies working with 
homeless people. Indeed the Cold 
Weather Shelters are gpvemment- 
ftmded, so by implication it is the 
Government wmch assists us in 
keeping the details. It is a pity 
therefore that Government ministers 
cannot quote facts. 

CHERYL ST CLAIR 
Director, Providence Row 
London El 

7}^ alxnv three letten appeared in the 

fiat edition of yesterday’s Independent’ 


Not cricket 

Sir While holding the reverse of a 
£10 note up to the light, I noticed 
what can only be described as a 
case of lese-majesle in the 
positioning of the Queen ’s lips in 
relation to the batsman. Was this 
inadvertent, or should suitable 
accommodation in the Tower be 
prepared for someone from the 
Bank of England? 

PETER DRAPER 
Meldreth, Cambridgeshire 


More homework 
just a quick fix? 

Sin I dispute the premise of your 
leading article “Lesson one: change 
the culture of learning” (14 
January). The claim that “huge 
swathes" of the school population 
(especially boys) are hostile 
towards hard learning is simply not 
borne out by research 1 myself have 
just completed in five English state 
secondary schools. 

Some 2300 girls and boys, aged 
11-16, were asked to construct iheir 
own ideal curriculum, ffor all five 
schools the six most frequently 
chosen subjects were English, 
Maths, Art, Drama, IT and PE. 
Given a free hand, the students 
opted for a balanced timetable that 
recognised equally the claims of 
academic as well as recreational 
cultural and technical subjects. 

Your article perpetuates the 
current demonising of the young, 
whose view are rarely if ever 
sought or considered in the 
“debates" about juvenile crime, 
drug use or education. It is 
ludicrous to suggest that a quick fix 
on homework could substitute for 
the inspiration of highly motivated 
and dedicated teachers. 

MALCOLM ROSS 
Reader in Education 
University of Exeter 

Sin Why must a half-hour of 
homework for a primary-age child 
necessitate 15 extra hours of work 
for teachers (letter, 14 January)? 

If a Year 5 (9/10-year-old) child 
spends 10 minutes a night learning 


spellings, 10 minutes learning 
number facts, such as tables, and 10 
minutes reading from the 
school/home reading scheme, the 
child wfll be well established in 
homework routine and will have 
spent his/her half-hour profitably 
with no additional work for 
teachers. 

CLAIRE R KING 
Birmingham 

Sir: You acknowledge (leading 
article, 14 January) that for some 
children, home will never be a 
comfortable environment in which 
to learn or work. 

1 suffered that problem during my 
own schooldays in the Fifties. But it 
did not stop me doing my homework 
and excelling in my examinations. 1 
did all my homework in the public 
study centres that used to be 
provided in every town on weekday 
evenings - the reference room of die 
public library. 

Here under one roof could be 
found ample study desks in 
regulated peace and quiet, in a 
centrally heated information 
resource centre, with frilly trained 
staff on hand to answer questions. 
Many public libraries now have the 
addition of computers and the 
Internet to make them ideal 
homework centres for young 
people who want to learn. It was in 
the public library, not the 
classroom, that i discovered that 1 
could achieve an “A” by adding 
value to my homework by reference 
to the books on the library shelves. 

Unfortunately, today’s public 
libraries are often closed on 
weekday evenings, as a result of 
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Government cut-backs on local 
authority expenditure. 

MARY JAGG ER 
Claygate, Surrey 

Sir: In the Sixties I served under a 
secondary head who was as keen on 
compulsory, timed homework as 
Tony Blair (“Schools head Blair's 
election agenda”, 13 January). 

We had a homework timetable 
with times specified, homework 
diaries, parental signatures each 
night, form teachers' counter- 
signatures with spot checks by the 
head. The Reichsbahn would have 
been envious . We said to him: 
“What if the lesson doesn't go the 
way we planned and there’s 
nothing worthwhile to set?” His 
reply? “Set something just to keep 
the parents happy.” 

KEN CLARK 
Bedford 

Sin Jonathan Dalton (letter, 14 
January) asks for a minimum wage of 
£2,000 per annum to attend school 

The difference in salary 
expectations over a normal 
working life wfll mean that five 
GCSEs at grade C and above are 
worth about £50,000 on average. If 
Jonathan gains at least two A- 
levels, this is likely to double. 
JOHNPECKHAM 
Head Teacher, BramhallHigh School 
Bramhati, Cheshire 

Sir: I fully agree with Jonathan 
Dalton. My children five in a rural 
area, they leave for secondary 
school before eight m the morning 
and return nearly nine hours later. 

Ninety minutes of homework wiJJ 
bring their school week well beyond 
the 48 hours considered the 
maximum week for adult Europeans. 
LINDA BARLEY 
Spilsby, Lincolnshire 


Sir T m glad to say that my remark 
to your arts correspondent that the 
Arts Council “does not give a shit 
about the survival of 
poetry'T report. 14 January) seems 
to be but of date. 

Thanks to Marianne 
Macdonald’s article. I've had 
discussions with Andrew Motion, 
the new chairman of the Arts 
Council literature Panel, in the 
BBC 2 Newsnight studios. 

He assured me that he was 
working hard on schemes to help 
finance poetry and individual poets 
- most probably from lottery funds. 

This isa veiy welcome change of 
policy for the Arts Council, and 
Andrew Motion, a man of great 
gifts and integrity, deserves the 
support of all poets and lovers of 
poetry. 

ADRIAN MITCHELL 
London NWS 

Sin I am not sure what provoked 
Adrian Mitchell's outburst about 
the Arts Council’s attitude to 
poetry, but he chose a peculiar 
moment for it: the presentation of 
the annual T S Eliot Prize. This 
award is administered by the Poetry 
Book Society, which is funded by 
the Arts Council. 

Last year the Arts Council 
published a national survey on 
attitudes to poetry, which this year 
will inform a new policy document 
in which the needs of individual 
poets are highlighted. We estimate 
that 89 J per cent of our current 
expenditure on literature is poetry- 
related. This includes support for 
the Poetry Society, National Poetry 
Day, individual writers, poetry 
tours, poetry magazines and poetry 
publishers. 

The Arts Council has a good 
track record of support for poetry, 
though we acknowledge char poets 
of quality could of course do with 
more support 
Dr ALASTA1R NTVEN 
Director of Literature 
The Arts Council of Eng/and 
London SW1 


Bump-started 

Sir: I was most interested in your 
article on phrenology (“Bump- 
starting a stalled pseudo-science”, 
11 January). When I was about to 
leave school at 16. back in 1936. 1 
had no idea what career 1 would 
like to follow (no career advisers in 
those days) so my mother took me 
to see a phrenologist: I think it was 
in Ludgale Circus, in the City of 
London. 

After looking at me for some 
time and measuring my head with 
callipers, he announced that 1 
should either be a dentist or an 
engineer. As the idea of looking in 
people's mouths did not appeal I 
was soon apprenticed to BTH, 
electrical engineers, and over 50 
years later I was still at it. 

MERVYN J. THOMAS. 

Worthing West Sussex 


Victorian value 

Sin You report (14 January) that 
the Millennium Exhibition will cost 
£5 80m, will expect 10 million 
visitors and may make a loss.. 

The Great Exhibition of 1851 
cost £14.8m (at 1997 prices) all 
subscribed by the private sector, 
received 6,039,145 visitors and 
made a profit of £8.2m, still being 
applied to charitable purposes. 

An odious comparison indeed! 
PATRICK MIDDLETON 
Royal Commission for the 
E&ibirion of 1851 
London SW7 
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analysis 


Double 

* 

standards 


for terrorists 


Even the dogs on the streets of Belfast know 
that the loyalist paramilitaries have broken 
their ceasefire. Why, then, are they still at the 
peace talks, asks David McKittrick 


T he tooth fairy made 
its first'ever 
recorded appear- 
ance in Northern 
Ireland politics, this 
week, brandished with biting wit 
by one QC against another. 

* UK Unionist Party leader 
Robert McCartney used the 
mythical creature to slice 
through Sir Patrick May hews 
reluctance to blame loyalists for 
the two boobytrap bombs 
placed under republican cars 
last month. 

He combined scorn and 
bitter Belfast humour to chal- 
lenge the Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary's obfuscations- “Do you 
think it was the tooth fairy 
that's planted the bombs? EX) 
you thunk it is a band of tooth 
fairies that are breaking legs 
and crucifyingpeople through- 
out Northern Ireland?" 

He was not the only one to 
believe that Sir Patrick was 
telling fairy tales with his asser- 
tions, in the teeth of all the evi- 
dence. that the loyalist ceasefire 
was intact. The minister's claims 
were greeted with general deri- 
sion in political circles. 

More amusement greeted 
the assertion of his deputy. Sir 
John Wheeler, who employed 
considerable linguistic inge- 
nuity to describe the loyalist 
ceasefire as “partially intact". 
Yet this was more than just an 
opportunity to chuckle at a 
minister's public discomfiture. 
It was an episode tbat posed 


far-reaching questions about 
this government's approach to 
Northern Ireland and the peace 
process. 

It is worth asking how a 
minister came to be making 
statements that nobody in 
Ireland believes and how the 
Government exposed itself to 
such ridicule. It is also worth 
looking at the likely lasting 
effects of die whole bizarre 
performance. 

The dogs in the street knew 
loyalists planted the bomb tbat 
injured republican Eddie 
Copeland, and the device that 
a Londonderry republican spot- 
ted beneath his car. Loyalist 
sources said it; so did security 
sources; and so, in a radio inter- 
view, did RUC Chief Constable 
Ronnie Flanagan. 

Sir Patrick’s motivation in 
striking a pose so much at odds 
with reality was to avoid having 
the political representatives of 
loyalist paramilitary groups 
expelled from the Stormont 
talks. The arguments in favour 
for their ejection are clear 
enough. 

Fringe loyalists such as David 
Ervine ana Gary McMicfaael 
have won widespread respect 
for their performance. They 
are articulate and, in the eyes of 
most observers, genuine when 
they say they want to move their 
associates away from paramHi- 
tarism and into politics. 

The two fringe loyalist 
parties, the Progressive Union- 


ists and Ulster Democratic 
Party, have their own mandate , 
having won 5.7 per cent of the 
vote in an election last year. But 
it is also well understood that 
they have strong links with the 
paramilitaries and in effect 
speak for them. 

They were allowed to join 
the more orthodox parties at 
the talks because the loyalist 
ceasefire was still in existence 
and because they formally 
subscribed to the Mitchell 
principles of non-violence. In 
doing so they . solemnly 
declared their “total and 
absolute commitment to 
democratic and exclusively 
peaceful means of resolving 
political issues”. Yet they have 
repeatedly refused to" con- 
demn the bombings. 

The boobytrap attacks were 
not the only departure from 
these high ideals. Last summer 
a loyalist renegade outfit killed 
a Catholic. The paramflitaiy 
bosses then issued a public 
death threat against two of the 
dissidents. Like the IRA, the 
loyalist groups persist in carry- 
ing out frequent savage “pun- 
ishment attacks" in the ghettos. 
Like the IRA, they have decom- 
missioned none of their 
weapons, and show no sign of 
ever doing so. 

In £act their ceasefire, 
declared in October 1994, 
makes it clear that their sus- 
pension of violence is highly 
conditional. It was, 3nd is, con- 
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ditional on two separate counts, 
being explicitly dependent on 
republican violence and on 
their belief that the union with 
Britain is safe. 

I n sum, it is not perfection- 
ist pedantry to conclude 
that the loyalist record of 
commitment to democratic 
means alone is far from perfect. 
There has been a fair bit of what 
Sir Patrick's deputy, Michael 
Anaam, described this week as 
“dishonouring of the demo- 
cratic principle”. If the Mfrcbdl 
principles are to be strictly 
adhered to, it is clear there are 
teUing arguments for their 
ejection. 

But it is also dear tbat min- 
isters wfl] do everything they 
can to keep the loyalists at the 
table: warts, boobytraps and 
all. Their approach is not purist 
but purely pragmatic, for there 
axe strong reasons for not ban- 
ishing the loyalists. 

Principal among these is the 
saving of lives. The hard fact is 
that casting out the loyalists 
would almost certainly produce 
an escalation in violence. Some 
oF the political loyalists say pri- 
vately that their presence at the 


Stormont table has helped 
steady the militants in the ranks, 
and tbat without this access to 
political life the ceasefire would 
have collapsed long ago. 

Their expulsion from the 
talks, they argue, would remove 
this crucial political constraint: 
the paramilitary bosses would 
abandon the experiment of giv- 
ing politics a chance and go 
back to war, with a vengeance. 

The IRA, with its recent 
attacks, is either banking on 
such a violent loyalist upsurge 
or is at best indifferent to iL If 
both sides take to the field 
again together, the result is 
likely to be a new spiral of vio- 
lence on a scale not seen for 
years. Such a scenario would 
mean not only loss of life but 
also greatly reduced chances of 
reviving the peace process or 
maintaining the talks process. 

This perspective was 
summed up by Ulster Unionist 
leader David Trimble, who 
urged caution and warned: “We 
must not act in a precipitate way 
so as to bring about more vio- 
lence." This approach, if 
applied to the IRA at any stage, 
would be instantly denounced 
by the Government and Union- 


ists as crass appeasement: this 
time it was quietly accepted. 

Another cogent argument is 
that the banishment of the loy- 
alists would probably wreck the 
talks themselves. With Sinn 
Fein absent and the talks 
remaining deadlocked on the 
arms decommissioning, issue, 
the talks have littfe real 
public credibility as it is. A loy- 
alist departure could finish 
them off. 

Even if it did not do so imme- 
diately, it would practically pre- 
clude the possibility of any 
eventual agreement in negoti- 
ations. McCartney and his close 
ally. Ian Paisley, have made it 
plain enough that they have no 
interest in reaching a deal with 
nationalists. 

Trimble has shown no 
enthusiasm in this direction 
either; but for the talks to have 
even a notional chance of suc- 
cess it is necessary to envisage 
not a Hume-Adams agreement 
but a Hume-Trimble accord. 
Some in government cling to 
the hope that this might be pos- 
sible. on the far side of the 
general election. 

But for tbat to come about 
Trimble would need a top-up 


from other Unionists to meet 
the official requirement of 
achieving “sufficient consen- 
sus” from each community and 
realistically the only candidates 
in sight to give him support are 
the fringe loyalists. If the loyal- 
ists go, they will therefore take 
with them most of the remain- 
ing hopes for a negotiated 
agreement. 

S uch considerations help 
explain wl vf Sir Patrick, 
faced with such a 
dilemma, opted to try to keep 
the loyalists' inside the tent. 
But in doing so not with some 
degree of frankness, but rather 
with an explanation that can 
only be described as credibility- 
free, he has probably stored up 
trouble for his successor. 

This is because his stance will 
be cited, for years ahead, in the 
never-ending and crucially 
important debate within Irish 
nationalism on whether Britain 
Is neutral in Ireland, and 
whether it deals even-hand- 
edly with Unionists and nation- 
alists. Its importance lies in the 
fact that the IRA uses the 
assertion that the British are 
partisaniy pro-Unionist to 


attempt to justify its acts of 
terrorism. 

Those who aigue that Britain 
is neutral have taken a real 
pounding in recent months 
from their opponents, who 
argue that the Government' 
kept the republicans out of 
talks and refused to criticise 
Thimble and other Unionist 
leaders associated with die 
s umm er’s immensely dam- 
aging marching confronta- 
tion at Drumcree. 

Now, the charge goes, 
Sir Patrick has shown him- 
self as determined to keep 
the loyalists in talks as he has 

been to keep the republicans 
out Sion Fein’s press office 
on the Falls Road, aware 
of the Government’s vul- 
nerability on this point, 
has all week been churn- 
ing out press releases 
accusing him of 
hypocrisy and worse. 
Sinn Fein scent an 
increased vote 
coming from aQ 
this. 

It is in fact next 
to impossible to 
deny that the 
Government 
treats republican 
and loyalist terrorists 
in different ways. The 
IRA, seeking to over- 
throw the state, has 
killed around 2,000 
people, almost half 
of them members of 
the British security forces. 
The organisation ignites 
deep passions in the 
Government, triggering 
a strong emotional 
charge among many 
policy-makers. 

The loyalists, who 
say they fight to main- 
tain the state, have 
killed around 1,000 
people, most of whom 
have been Catholic 
civilians. The official 
mind sees them as less 
threatening, and is able to 
deal with their menace 
in a less heated, more 
clinical way. 

The 1994 IRA cessa- 
tion elicited from the Govern- 
ment, almost instinctively, a 
challenging and generally con- 
frontational stance. A very dif- 
ferent instinct was visible this 
week towards the loyalist side in 
Northern Ireland: a sense that 
every effort had to be made to 
coax and help them make the 
transition from terror to talks. 

Nationalist Ireland is very 
receptive to the concept of wet- 
coming prodigals into the fold; 
Unionist Ulster less so. But 
both sides would have wel- 
comed a more honest explana- 
tion of government policy than 
they had this week: no one 
likes condescension, or having 
their intelligence insulted. 

But eve a so. the sense that 
the Government has one set of 
standards for the loyalists and 
another for republicans bas 
rarely been more heightened. ' 
During the peace process the 
republicans were handled as 
though radioactive; now the 
loyalists are benefiting from 
pragmatism in plenty. The 
belief that double standards 
are being employed and the 
image of Sir Patrick and his 
tooth fairies, will take a long 
time to dxspeL 


The election cliches will come out fighting 


Where is the next election? 
In the offing. 

Is it just in the offing? 

No. It is also almost upon 
us. Coming ever nearer 
and nearer. Imminent. 

And what will it bring, this 
imminent election? 

Cliches. 

How many cliches? 

Cliches galore. Loadsa 
cliches. More cliches. 

More clichSs than what? 

More cliches than you can 
shake a stick at. 

Good. How is the Prime 
Minister looking forward to 
it? 

He is raring. 

Raring? Raring to what? 

Sorry. Raring to go. He is 
very eager. 

For what is he eager? 

The fray. 

And before he enters the 
fray, what part of his 
clothing will he roll up? 

His rrouser-legs? 


/ think not. Higher... 

His sleevesi He will roll up 
his sleeves and gel down to 
it! 

Good But tell me, if the 
Prime Minister is raring to 
go, why has he waited so 
long? Why has he not called 
an election named after a 
popular card game? 

A snap election? 

Exactly . 

Because he has been 
biding. 

Biding what ? 

His time. He has also been 
waiting. 

Just waiting? 

No. He has also been 
seeing, \toiting and seeing. 

And yet the PM enjoys 
elections? 

Yes. That is because he is a 
glutton. 

For what corrective 
treatment is he a glutton ? 

For punishment. So he wall 
come out. 

What will the PM be doing 
as he comes out? 



Miles 

Kington 

Fighting. 

M tat will he do with this 

fight? 

He will lake iL 

Micre will he take the fight? 

To the enemy. 

Is he a good fighter ? 

Oh, yes. He can dish it out. 

But that isn i all he can do. 
is it? 

No. He can also take ii. 

On what part of the 
anatomy can he take it? 


His chin. Despite his 
ignorance. 

His ignorance ? What does 
he not know?. 

When he is beaten. 

In what undignified position 
will he not take it? 

Lying down. 

Thank you. Do people think 
he can win? 

Some do. They think be is 
on a small breakfast item. 

On what small breakfast 
item do they think John 
Major is? 

A roll. But others think be 
is on a hiding. 

Is he on a hiding to a very 
small number ? 

Yes. He is on a hiding to 
nothing. 

I see. Will he give up ? 

Never. He will always 
grasp. 

At what? 

Al straws. 

And in what part of the 
atmosphere are these straws 
of which you speak ? 


In the wind. 

So this could be quite a 
tussle, this election ? 

Oh, yes. It will be a 
cliffb anger. 

What part of their anatomy 
will people be biting? 

Their nails. 

What noise will the battle 
make? 

Ding dong. 

And where will it goto? 

The wire. 

Thank you, Mr clichi expert. 
Not at all. Incidentally ... 
Yes? 

There is a good chance 
that many Irish readers will 
write in and complain that 
we have stolen this clichd 
expert idea from their 
Myles na Gopaieen. 

Oh, dear. And what do we 
tell them? 

That he stole it from an 
American called Frank 
Sullivan in the first pl3ce. 

Thank you. 

Not al all. 
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the commentators 


British Airways 
becomes a 


campaign issue 


W hat could be juicier? 

Il’s a Euro-sceptic’s 
dream. Neatly tuned 
for the election, a tailor-made 
row with Europe. The villain is 
not merely a foreigner, but a 
European Commissioner who 
threatens to take Britain to 
court and has the backing of 
fellow Commissioner Neil Kin- 
nock. 

The issue is a deal wiih 
American Airlines which will 
increase the domination of 
British Airways, the dashing 
success story of the Govern- 
ment's privatisation prog- 
ramme, as a global force, and 
which the Commission wants to 
unravel. Surely it’s a gift to the 
Tories, just the chance John 
Major and his President of the 
Board of Trade. Ian Lang, need 
to show that they are ready to 
stand up to Brussels. 

That's certainly the version 
currently running nightly in 
the Tory tabloids." And it isn’t 
completely baseless. It wasn’t 
necessarily all that smart for 
Karel Van Mien, the EU’s 
Competition Commissioner, to 
threaten couri action in his 
otherwise rather persuasive let- 
ter expressing concern about 
the BA American deal. Some 
of those criticising Mr Van 
Miert seem ro forget that he is 
acting to enforce competition 
in the single market - the one 
aspect of the EU to which 
Margaret Thatcher, among 
many others, wholeheartedly 
signed up. There are big arguments among 
lawyers over whether it is a matter of EC com- 
petence at all. The Labour Party, for example, 
m contrast to its former leader, cautiously 
accepts the Government’s argument that the 
Commission does not have the authority to 
decide whether the deal is or isn’t competitive. 
And it rankles that for too many years Euro- 
pean aviation wasn’t exactly a showpiece of free 
competition. Artificially high fares and a his- 
toiy of some £7 Jim in EC-sanctioned subsidies 
to . bale out national airlines don’t exactly 
inspire confidence in the Commission as the 
traveller’s best friend. 

But the primary row isn’t, or shouldn't be, 
about Europe at all. The real themes are large 
but domestic: privatisation and how it was car- 
ried out; competition polity; the influence of 
industry on the political process. The two main 
business players. Bob Ayling, BA’s chairman, 
and Virgin’s Richard Branson, are figures so 
big that politicians in both the main parties 
would cheerfully sell their own grandmothers 
in return for a pre-election endorsement from 
either. And it isn’t at all clear that this is going 
to be such an easy issue for the Government 
in the run-up to the election. 

The bald tacts, unlike everything else in this 
story, are relatively simple; British Airways cur- 
rently operates 244 flights a week from Britain 
to 22 US airports. American Airlines runs only 
six fewer, between seven US airports to 12 des- 
tinations in Europe. Under an “alliance" con- 
cluded with the US airline, BA will stop com- 
peting with American on ail these routes and 
they will both co-operate instead, sharing the 
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undoubtedly handsome profits 
between them. 

The Office of Fair Trading, 
which looked at the deal, 
accepted that it could go ahead 
without a reference to the 
Monopolies Commission pro- 
vided that British Airways gave 
up - by selling rather than 
donating - 168 ‘'slots" (or 84 
return journey routes) to other 
airlines. The main rival, Virgin, 
is arguing ferociously (and, nat- 
urally. in its own interest) that 
this stipulation is nowhere near 
stringent enough to guarantee 
competition, that the alliance 
will control up to 70 percent of 
the transatlantic market, that 
prices will drop at first to deter 
new entrants to the market, and 
then rise steeply over subse- 
quent years, and that the deal 
is just plain non-competitive. 
So, too. do BA’s other rivals, 
and so docs Mr Van Miert, who 
has pointed out that on 13 
routes the two airlines will now 
enjoy a 100 per cent monopoly 
and on some others, such as 
London-New York, London- 
Boston and London -Chicago, 
an 80 per cent one. 

The Consumers’ Associa- 
tion, in a fairly devastating sub- 
mission to the OFT, warned 
that the deal would “act to 
limit real, effective choice for 
consumers on transatlantic 
routes". It also warned that 
the “open skies" agreement 
which the US authorities are 
insisting must be a price for any 
deal - and which. Virgin claims will offer rival 
US airlines access to Europe without widen- 
ing access to the internal US market - should 
be struck in the interest of consumers and not 
“as a response to airline directed pressure". 

Whitehall gossip has it that Lang is quite 
sympathetic to the competition argument but 
has been under heavy pressure from Michael 
Hesdtine, a man who tends to think that in 
industry big is beautiful, to OK the deal. There 
have even been dark - and wholly unsubstan- 
tiated - hints that Ayling's generous involve- 
ment with the millennium celebrations may be 
connected with the Government’s backing. But 
you don’t have to buy conspiracy theories to 
recognise that, after several years of ruthless 
campaigning to fight off competition in the air- 
line industry, British Airways, from Lord King 
on, have been very big players indeed. 

However, the real problem is that British 
Airways was privatised in something so near 
monopolistic form, and given overwhelming 
advantage in terms of “slots" at Heathrow, the 
world’s busiest airport Maybe that was nec- 
essary to get the flotation of what had been an 
ailing state company off the ground. Bui it 
raises a real question over whether, having 
gone from success to success, it should be oper- 
ating on a more level playing field. And that's 
a particularly sharp choice for the party of com- 
petition. It would oe odd if commercial airline 
passengers did not even enjoy the choice which 
ministers say is so important for consumers of 
the state education system. Lang should refer 
the deal to the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission without delay. 


Pxs HasuVOtuene: 


G ilbert and Sullivan. 
Rimbaud and 
Verlaine. Crick and 
Wilson. Burke and Hare ... 
history is full of resonant 
collaborations, the twining of 
heterogeneous talents into a 
single silken braid. And now a 
spectacular modem example 
(as far as the book world is 
concerned, anyway) - French 
and Gerrard, Sean French, 
columnist, author and Bardot 
fan, and Nicci Gcrrard. most 
sensitive of journalists, have 
just hit the big time. Their co- 
written novel. 77ie Memory 
Game, came out this week to 
a chorus of praise and a 
background twittering of the 
purest envy. This is because, 
not only are the co-authors 
richer by an advance of (grit 
teeth) £250.000, they’re also 
married; the story of their 
blissful union was told in the 
“Tiddler" supplement of last 
Sunday's Observer. There, the 
nation's green-eyed horde of 
chronically blocked and not- 
got-round-to-it-yet journalists 
manqud could read of French 
and Gerrard’s rapturous 
creative duet - of the plot's 
gestation across the kitchen 
table, the married pair's 
harmonious mutual editing 
(seemingly as carefree as the 
grooming of primates in 
Regent's Park), the tidal wave 
of gin on which knotty 



French and Gerrard: a literary duet to inspire pure envy 


their heads. “Did you read 
that thing in the Observer?" 
cried one. “I couldn't decide 
whether to shred it, burn it. 
Blu-Tac it to the dartboard or 
just jump up and down on it, 
screaming" Others, possibly 
incensed by the special-offer 
advertisement for the novel ■ 
that appeared with the article 
(“make Scan and Nicci even 
richer!") contented 
themselves with ripping “The 
Tiddler" in half like a very 
small telephone directory - 
literary journalists are rarely 
built on robust lines - or 
sending it off. anonymously, 
to famously' war-tom bookish 
couples of their acquaintance. 



Burke and Hare: a resonant 
collaboration 


narrative impasses were swept 
away, the gradual realisation 
that it was “a darker, scarier 
story than we had 
anticipated", the finished 
manuscript, the call from the 
agent while they were 
holidaying in Sweden, the 
two-book deal ... 

Td be happy to report that 
everyone wished them well - 
so married, so successful so 
lucky - but honesty compels 
otherwise. The prevailing note 
on Monday morning was of 
scores of journalists violently 
yanking the few sad last grey 
hairs (Keats, you know) from 


U ntroubled by these 

seismic waves, French 
and Gerrard threw a 
party on Tuesday to launch 
their new offspring. Their 
other productions (they have 
several gorgeous little girls) 
tumbled winsomely on the 
stains and paraded about in 
silk and taffeta. I paused 
outside to look for the blue 
plaque commemorating the 
most famous from doorstep in 
literary London (it’s the one 
on which Jeanette Winterson 
and her girlfriend Peggy 
Reynolds stood, a few years 
ago. when they came to berate 
Ms Gerrard for a disobliging 
critique, as the latter was 
hosting a dinner party) but it 
appeared to have been stolen. 

Inside the conversation was 
all about the recent shake-up 
in the publishing world - 
Helen Fraser, the universally 
liked boss of the Reed Group 
(Heinemann, Seeker, 

Methuen and Sinclair- 
Stevenson) is leaving to run 
the Penguin Group ( Viking, 
Penguin, Hamish Hamilton 
and Michael Joseph) thus 
putting her a notch above the 
equally-admired “Queen of 
Publishing", Care Alexander, 
and therefore promising an 
interesting, if terribly polite, 
battle for supremacy between 
the two divas in coining 
months. The talk also turned, 
again, to Ms Winterson’s 


recent confession about how 
she once used to have sex with 
uppcr-crusi ladies in Sloanc 
Square, in return for Lc 
Creuset saucepans. What 
especially baffled people was 
her assertion that “their 
husbands would never miss 
them". Did this mean that her 
clients returned, dinv with 
Sapphic rapture, to tfieir 
homes in Hampshire or 
Gloucestershire, and sent her 
their cast-iron kitchenware 
through the post ? 

But as we talked and drank 
champagne and munched 
vegetarian spring rolls, an 
uncomfortable detail stole 
over us. In a comer of the 
kitchen, a handsome woman 
of mature years lay recumbent 
on a pine plank as all around 
her people charted 
unconcerned, some of them 
even callously addressing her 
supine form." Was it a tableau 
vhtutt of the French-Gerrard 
novel (in which a woman 
disappears from the middle of 
a close-knit family)? Actually 
no, it was Ms Gerrard’s 
mother, who has a bad back. 
As, I dare say. have French 
and Gerrard too from having 
it slapped, just that teeny 
weeny bit too hard. 


A t one moment in the 
Obseri’er piece. Ms 
Gerrard quotes a 
recipe for dry Martini, 
recommending “... a few 


drops, perhaps a teaspoon, not 
outh, then a 


more, of dry vermoul 
slosh of gin...”. Finding the 
exact constituent quantities of 
this simple drink seem to have 
taxed an amazing number of 
sophisticated brains in the 
past. The precise ratio of gin 
to dry vermouth has been" 
discussed, documented and 
argued over as if it were a 
matter of Biblical exegesis. 
The point is, it seems, to keep 
the vennouth quantity to the 
utterest minimum. Ms 
Gerrard’s “perhaps a 
teaspoon" would, I'm afraid, 
not go down well with the 
barmen of Anchorage, Alaska 
who traditionally fill a jug with 


A peace deal with a fuse attached 


Netanyahu’s tough stance has left him with an accord he never wanted, says Patrick Cockburn 
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F ew agreements have been nego- 
tiated in such aspirit of suspicion 
and ill-will as prevailed during 
the four months it took to decide upon 
Israel’s partial withdrawal from Hebron 
and the West Bank. 

Even the arguments successfully 
used by Kin g Hussein of Jordan last 
Sunday to persuade Yasser Arafat to 
break the stalemate in the talks, by 
agreeing to postpone Israeli with- 
drawal until the middle of next year, 
appealed to the deep distrust with 
which the Palestinian leader regards 
Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli prime 
minister. 

“If you’re too firm, Bibi [Netanyahu] 
will win and there won't be a Hebron 
withdrawal" King Hussein reportedly 
told Mr Arafat in Gaza. “Even if you 
don't trust him, it's better to commit 
Netanyahu to a particular date for the 
further redeployment. And if 
Netanyahu doesn’t fulfil his commit- 
ment, you will be able to raise an inter- 
national hue and cry." 

The fact that the agreement reached 
early yesterday morning is so wide- 
ranging, covering far more than the 
pull-out from Hebron, owes much lo 
a miscalculation made by Mr 



Netanyahu and his foreign minister, David Levy, ponder what comes next after yesterday's agreement 
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Netanyahu. On becoming prune min- 
ister last June he delayed the start of 
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ister last June ne ocmycu u» — 
the talks about Hebron and then pro- 
longed them for months. His aim was 
to focus attention on Hebron and to 
avoid talking about' more. important 
aspects of the accord signed by the 
defeated Labour government m 1995 
whereby the Israeli army was to with- 
draw in three stages from Palestinian 
villages. . 

Withdrawal from Hebron, a Pales- 
tinian chy of 120 , 000 , does not signifi- 
cantly alter the balance of power 
between Israel and the Palestinians on 
(he West Bank. It is the seventh sue a 
town to be evacuated tty die Israeli 
anny. Experience shows that tfiese 
towns can easily be isolated and ect> 
nomically crippled tty a few Israeli 



checkpoints. But once Israel redeploys 
from the villages, where 900,000 oul of 
13 million Palestinians on the West 
Bank live, then Palestinian control will 
cease to be confined to small cantons. 

In retrospect, from his point of view, 
Mr Netanyahu might have been better 
to pull out of Hebron months ago. The 
Labour government had signed a good 
deal in 1995 whereby the 400 Jewish 
settlers - defended by some 1,000 sol- 
diers - would stay in 20 per cent of the 
rity under Israeli control Palestinians 
in Hebron at the time were angered by 
the extent of Mr Arafat’s concessions. 
Mr Netanyahu, for all his claims of a 
seD-out during the election, fbundit dif- 
ficult to improve on them. 

Mr Netanyahu’s strategy of focusing 
on Hebron was based on his belief, 
often repeated in his books arid 
speeches, that the Labour government 


bad exaggerated the political strength 
of Palestinians and the Arab world, 
unnecessarily raising their expecta- 
tions of Israeli concessions. Be tough 
with them, he said, and they will come 
running. It was a thesis the new prime 
minis ter put to the test with a series of 
provocations, culminating in opening 
the tunnel in the Muslim quarter of 
Jerusalem last September. 

The result was exactly contrary to 
what Mr Netanyahu expected. The 
Palestinian cities exploded In one day 
15 Israelis. and 60 Palestinians were 
killed The Arab world was enraged. 
King Hussein, the Arab leader most 
sympathetic to Mr Netanyahu, went to 
the prison in Jordan that housed the 
leader of the group opposed to better 
relations with Israel and personally 
drove him home. Last weekend the 
moderate Egyptian ambassador in Tbl 


Aviv said Egypt’s peace treaty with 
Israel was dose to collapse. 

Mr Netanyahu first attracted atten- 
tion as a young diplomat in Washing- 
ton in 1983 when he wrote an article 
in The Wall Street Journal saying the 
Palestinians were not at the centre of 
the problems of the Middle East. 
Within months of taking office he 
found he was wrong, and he has not 
been able to develop an alternative 
strategy. After September Israel was 
diplomatically isolated One Israeli 
commentator worked out that Israel's 
relations had worsened with 26 states 
during Mr Netanyahu's first 100 days 
as prime minister. 

The fighting in September also deliv- 
ered Mr Netanyahu into the hands of 
the US. He had criticised Shimon 
Ffcres, the defeated prime minister, for 
being too dependent on the US. But in 


October be attended a summit in 
Washington with Mr Arafat and King 
Hussein. Egypt's President Hosoi 
Mubarak refused to come. The Israeli 
leader prided himself that he made no 
concessions, but he did accept (JS 
mediation. Dennis Ross, the American 
peace envoy, was denounced by Pales- 
tinians as being pro-Israeli, but US 
mediation in practice strengthened the 
Palestinian hand. 

Mr Netanyahu's political position 
has weakened over the last six months 
for other reasons. He was never liked 
by the Israeli establishment in the 
army, bureaucracy, secret services and 
the media. Seeing himself, not wholly 
wrongly, as surrounded by enemies, he 
worked with a small coterie of untried 
advisers from the far right. David Bar- 
Ill an, one of his closest aides, provoked 
hostility and ridicule in the US when 
he denounced a New York Times colum- 
nist as an emissary of anti-Zionist 
opinion. 

Supporters of the Oslo agreement 
in Israel were jubilant yesterday that 
with the Hebron agreement Mr 
Netanyahu and his party have come to 
a new realism about the Palestinians. 
It is true that they' wfli be withdrawing 
from territory that they once said was 
given tty God" to the Jews. Many on the 
right now regard a Palestinian state as 
inevitable. 

A problem with this optimistic view 
is that the accord agreed in Gaza yes- 
terday is the outcome of the sum total 
of the pressures brought to bear on Mr 
Netanyahu rather than a new policy. 
While Mr Arafat expects 90 per cent 
of the West Bank, Mr Netanyahu has 
been telling his supporters that he 
might hand over less than half. Israeli 
settlers have in the past reacted to polit- 
ical eolation with extreme violence. 
Delay in Israeli withdrawal from rural 
parts of the "West Bank gives them a full 
18 months to make attacks. The peace 
accord contains a time bomb that has 
already started ticking. 




Creative 
harmony in the 
kitchen as the 
plot thickens - 
it’s enough 
to turn a 
writer 
green-eyed 



ice and gin, then remove 
the cork from a vermouth 
bottle, hold it above the 
surface of the gin and whisper 
“vennoGoih..." over the 
quivering meniscus. The late 
Robert Morley. when he was 
directing an American plav in 
the Hayraarket, instructed the 
actor Ian Carmichael how to 
make an on-stage dry Martini: 
put gin and ice in jug. then 
attach scent-spray bulb to a 
vermouth bottle and direct a 
single puff over the top of the 
jug. Others think the passage 
of the sun’s rays through u ' 
vermouth bottle is quite 
enough of an intrusion, while 
that shocking old blasphemer, 
Luis Bunuel used to insist 
that ibe blending of vcnnouih 
and gin should be on a par 
withthe seed of the Holy 
Ghost passing Lhrough. 
without breaking, the hymen 
of the Virgin Maiy. 

Then, the other day, I 
dropped into ibe Cobden 
Gub, the fashionable new 
dude ranch at the end of 
Ladbroke Grove, and watched 
the real thing being made. 

The barmaid^ a seraphic 
blonde whose bathwater 
probably retails at thousands 
of pounds a bottle, showed 
me; put slug of vennouth in 
jug with ice. Shake around a 
bit. Up-end over sink, losing 
vennouth, draining ice cubes. 
Pour vermouth-flavoured ice 
and gin in cocktail shaker, 
shake, strain into ice-frosted 
cocktail glass. Cut bit of lime, 
twist until drop appears, put 
result in glass. Serve. 

There now. That wasn't too 
difficult, was it? 



coincidence, yesterday's Daily 
Telegraph revealed that the 
Whitehall Palace near 
Downing Street, built by 
Henry VIII in 1531. far from 
being a rest home for 
dapped-out bureaucrats, was 
in fact designed as a zippy 
royal 'sports complex" with 
tennis courts, bowling alleys, 
cock-fighting pits and, I’ve no 
doubL ye olde bungey- 


jumpinge roofe. It was, if you 
ke, “tin 


like, “the original Harbour 
Club". It would be nice to see 
it and the original Lyceum 
restored to their former glory. 
And after the Lyceum, I look 
forward to the discovery of 
“the original Locarno"," “the 
original Roseland" and “the 
original Palais de Danse". 


M assive excitement in 
archaeology-land. 

The Greek .minister 
of culture has just announced 
the discovery of “the original 
Lyceum" in central Athens, 
where Aristotle, the renowned 
philosopher and alcoholic, 
invented metaphysics, drama 
criticism and most of Western 
civilisation. Departing from 
the simplistic received notion 
that the “Jyceum" was some 
kind of school or debating 
academy, another Ministry of 
Culture person claims that it’s 
“one of three major 
gymnasiums” of ancient 
Athens. By a spooky 



Aristotle: after the Lyceum, 
the Locarno? 
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Book by 3 1 Jan, travel by 28 Feb 
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2 nights B&B • 
+ * Grand Hotel de Paris • 
Additional nights £J3 • 
Eurostar from Waterloo • 


PRAGUE 
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2 nights B&B 
***Jurian £ 

Additional nights £20 
Heathrow, Stansted & Manchester* 




ROME 


2 nights B&B • 
Ponte Sisto • 
Additional nights G3 • 
Gatwidc Heathrow* & Manchester* • 


FLORENCE 
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• 2 nights B&B 

• ★* Medici 

• Additional nights £24 

• Gatwick. Heathrow* & Stansted* 




VENICE 
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2 nights B&B * 
★ * Gorizia * 
Additional nights £26 * 
Gatwick & Heathrow* ■ 


, * All prices do NOT include airport taxes. AH hotels 
are centrally located and have ensuite bathrooms 
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Prices psrpeoon based upon 2 sharing* room. 
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Water regulator warns one- 



Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent: 


Privatised water companies could be 
hit by (he kind of savage one-off price 
cut which has driven British Gas to 
the Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission, the industry regulator 
warned yesterday. 

Ian Byatt told* MPs at the Com- 
mons Trade and Industry Select 
Committee that the idea or one-off 
price cuts, which were rejected in his 
last price review in 1994. were firmly 
hack on the agenda. 


' Commenting on the much criti- 
cised excess profits earned by the 
■ companies, he said: “If these high re- 
turns continue ...then I would think 
much more in terms of a once and 
for all reduction in prices as has hap- 
pened in the energy industries." 

Hie price cuts planned for British 
Gas’s pipeline network, TransCo, by 
Clare Spottiswoode, the gas industry 
regulator, led to an unprecedented 
public row and the high risk decision 


cent from April, worth almost £30 off 
aflls. 


average bi 
The principle of a dramatic one- 
off cut, known in regulatory circles 
as a "P-noughf*, was also used by Pro- 
fessor Stephen Littlednld, the elec- 


tricity regulator, in his recent price 
cap for Natit 


ie MMG Ms Spottiswoode wants 
to slash TransCo’s revenues by 20 per 


cap tor National Grid which cuts 
charges by 20 per cent from April. 

The move reflects an increasingly 
tough stance by Mr Byatt in recent 
months as several of the 10 privatised 
water and sewerage businesses have 
failed to meet Ofwat investment tar- 
gets. The current price formula 


allows water bills to increase by an 
average of 1.5 per cent above infla- 
tion to pay for the hnge backlog of 
under-investment from before the in- 
dustry sell-off. 

Mr Byatt told MPs his ideal rate 
of return on investment for water 
companies was some 5 to 6 per cent, 
compared with a current average rate 
of return earned by the 10 compa- 
nies of more than 12 per cent, with 
Welsh Water and Northumbrian 
Water earning the highest returns. 

Simon Flowers, head of utilities at 
NatWest Markets, said a one-off cut 


would hit companies' profits in the 
first year, though the crucial factor 
was whether prices rose or fell in fol- 
lowing years. ‘This would seem to 
be a vindication of the strategy at Of- 
ga<». In the light of the British Gas 
example Ian Byatt has been por- 
trayed as being foe most lenient reg- 
ulator on prices, but bes been 
rattling foe companies' cages for 
some months now." be commentedL 
Last nffiir, water companies reacted 
with scepticism to the idea of one-off 
price aits. Barry Delabour, head of 
regulation for Southern Water, said 


a cut on foe scale of that planned for 
British Gas would be “ridicnlons”. He 
continued: “We will be arguing that 
there's stiH heavy investment needed 
?nrl we have got foe heaviest invest- 
ment programme of all.” 

However, Frank Dobson, Labour’s 
environment spokesman, was unim- 
pressed by the move. Tt's a bit late 
in foe day and I don't think this will 
do anything permanent’’ 

The current price control period 
was originally intended to last from 
the 10 years from 1995, with increases 
in bills in real terms also planned for 


2000-2005. However, last October 
Mr Byatt said he would review foe 
formula by 1999 and has indicated 
recently that from 2000 foe compa- 
nies can expect cuts in real terms 
along the lines of those in other reg- 
ulated industries. 

Mr Byatt has already warned that 
he may ask some companies not to 
implement the frill price increases 
from April. Water bEOs have to be 
sent out in advance of foe next hniinp 
year, and need to be printed from the 
end of non month. 

Comment page 21 
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Pension fund 


voices fears over 


Morgan Grenfell 


101 Treanor 
and Patrick Tooher 


A top pension fond client of 
Morgan Grenfell Asset Manage- 
ment indicated yesterday that foe 
sudden suspension of Tficola Hor- 
iick- one of foe City's best known 
fond managers, could be the de- 
risive factor in prompting it to take 
its business elsewhere. 

This would come as a severe 
blow to Morgan Grenfell, which 
has been battling to rebuild 
morale, and retain clients, after 
foe Peter Young affair which had 
already cost the jobs of some of 
foe most highly respected names 
at the group, including Keith ftr- 

S , chief executive of Morgan 
renfeli Asset Management 
Geoff Henry, chief executive 
of foe Merchant Navy Officers’ 
Pension Fund, which has around 
£50m invested with MGAM, 
said foe trustees of his fund 
were concerned about foe man- 
agement structure of the group 
when the antics of Peter Young 
were uncovered. 

“What we’re seeing now [with 
the suspension of Mrs Horiidt] is 
a vital element being removed 
from foe situation. That is a 
destabilisation,*’ said Mr Henry. 
The trustees’ previous concern 
bad not been about foe invest- 
ment track record, but more 
about the internal management 
of the operation, he said . 

However, Morgan Grenfell 
was understood to be confident 
that it would not lose business as 
a result of the affair. 

Mis Horiick was suspended 
after Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
suspected tbat bad she attempt- 
ed to lure as many as 20 col- 
leagues from the fund 





Tim Horiick, Nicola’s banker 
husband, faces a legal action 


management group to join a ri- 
val invesment management firm. 

But the move appears to have 
backfired after she approached 
potential candidates before sign- 
ing a conclusive deal with ABN 
Amro, foe D utch banking group 
with which she was widely be- 
lieved to be in negotiation. 

“We never comment on who 
we are talking to before anything 
is concluded.” a spokesman for 
ABM Amro in Amsterdam said 
yesterday. 

But he added: “We are sur- 
prised to be mentioned in the 
context of poaching, which 
would, by its nature, imply you 
are planning to take a whole 
team, which we are not. 

“When it comes down to talk- 
ing to individual people, you are 
not talking about poaching” he 
said. 

Morgan Grenfell insiders sug- 
gested yesterday that Mrs Hor- 
iick, like others in the City, had 
been known to make ‘noises 
about tendering her resignation 
around this time ofyear.Thisis 


because bonuses are paid late 
next month and a resignation 
threat encourages employers to 
beef up bonus payments and re- 
muneration deals. 

It emerged yesterday that 
Mis Horlick’s investment banker 
husband, Ton, who works at Sa- 
lomon Brothers, is fighting a le- 
gal action by his previous 
employer, Dresdner Kleinwort 
Benson. 

“An injunction was taken out 
at the end of July and we are stiQ 
continuing foe legal procedings 
until an acceptable final settle- 
ment has been reached,” a 
spokesman for Kleinwort said. 

Both Salomon Brothers 
which is not cited in foe 
don, and Mr Horiick, declined 
to comment 

The precise details of Mrs 
Horlick’s pay deal remain a 
mystery although sources said 
that m a good year her total 
package could easily top flm. 

She was not a director of 
Morgan Grenfell Asset Man- 
agement but is a managing di- 
rector of another subsidary - 
Morgan Grenfell Investment 
Management 

A search at Companies House 
showed that the highest paid di- 
rector at Morgan Grenfell In- 
vestment Management in foe 
1995 financial year earned 
£243,000. But that is likely to ex- 
dude any bonus payments. 

Morgan Grenfell insiders said 
they found it perplexing that she 
might be considering another of- 
fer even though was the heir ap- 
parent to Robert Smith, foe 
new chief executive of foe fund 
management group. 

Tabloid, pages 2 and 3 
Comment, page 21 



High flyer: Nicola Horiick, pictured yesterday, could earn a total package of more than 
Elm in a good year at Morgan Grenfell, sources said Photograph: National Pictures 


BoE appoints 
Buxton as 
director 


*. i 


John Wfflcock 


Andrew’ Buxton, chairman of 
Barclays Bank, is one of two 
new directors appointed yes- 
terday by foe Bank of England. 
He wall be the first serving 
chairman of a clearing bank to 
become a member of the court 

AJastair Clark, at present a 
deputy director of foe Bank 
responsible for the Financial 
Structure area, will now become 
executive director of that 
division. 

The duo replace Sir Jeremy 
Morse, formerly a chairman of 
Lloyds Bank, and Pen Kent, 
who are both retiring. 

Mr Kent has been a noted 
troubleshooter for foe Bank 
during his 35 year service, no- 
tably in launching the design of 
Crest following the collapse of 
foe London Stock Exchange's 
proposed automated share set- 
tlement system Taurus four 
yeaxs ago. 

Mr Buxton is a sdoa of foe 20- 
odd Quaker famili es that orig- 
inally founded what became 
Barclays Bank. He joined Bar-. . 
days in 1963 and wbrked his way 
to the top. He is also chairman 
of foe CBTs influential Eco- 
nomic Affairs Committee and 
chairman of foe Overseas Pro- 
jectBoard at foe DTL Mr Bux- 
ton faced criticism in foe press 
and around the City when he 
combined foe jobs of chairman 
and chief executive at Baricays 
in 1993, after foe resignation of 
John Quinton as chairman. This 
combination of roles went 
against foe Cadbury Committee 
recomendations, and coincided 
with a rocky time for Barclays 

in the late* 198ftscanie home to 
roost in the form of bad debt 
provisions. 

This criticism turned to praise 
in 1994 whea Mr Buxton ap- 
pointed Marlin Taylor as chief 


executive. Mr Buxton earned 
further plaudits when the Bank 
of England called for help to try 
and rescue Barings, the mer- 
chant bank strode down by 
Nick Leesoa's- unauthorised 
trading losses. 

Although the rescue package 
put together by the Bank was un- 
successful, Mr Buxton's leader- 
ship in coordinating support for 

foe attempt will have done him 
no harm in the Bank's eyes. 

In addition yesterday foe 
Bank announced that two di- 
rectors have been reappointed 
for further four-year terms: 



to rea< 
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Andrew Buxton: First active 
clearing chairman on court 


Mis firances Heaton, a director 
of Lazard Brothers, arid Sir 
Chips Keswick, chairman of 
Hambros Bank. 

John Footman, foe Secretary 
of the Bank and foe Barits duel 
press officer, will succeed 
AJastair Clark as deputy direc- 
tor in the Financial Structure 
area. Mr Footman wifl .be suc- 
ceeded by Bs ter Rodgers,' at pre- 
sent financial editor, of The 
Independent. As Secretary of the 
Bank, Mr RodgerswQ) take over .■> 
Mr Footman's responsibilities ^ 
for press matters. 

People, page 24 


Drop in jobless figures sparks fresh row 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Change in unemployment 


Year-oo-year.OOOs 


A fierce pre-election row broke 
out yesterday as foe Labour 
Party challenged official fig- 
ures showing unemployment 
falling by more than 45,000 to 
a six-year low last month. 

The Government pounced on 
the big decline in foe number 
of people claiming unemploy- 
ment benefit as further evi- 
dence of the economy’s strength 
- one of its key electoral cards. 
But critics said foe effects of foe 
Jobseekers’ Allowance and foe 
benefit fraud hotline made the 
headline jobless total mean- 
ingless. 

John Major, the Prime Min- 
ister, described foe figures is a 
“tonic”. “Unemployment is 
falling right across foe country 
and the smile on Britain's face 
can broaden,” Mr Major s-iid. 

But Labour’s employment 
spokesman. Ian McCartney, 
said the Government's claims 
were in the realms of fantasy. 
“Unemployment has struck 



1993 


1994 


1985 


1996 


deep into foe heart of middle 
England,” he said. 

Labour claimed that 17 sig- 
nificant changes to foe jobless cte- 
finition had reduced the number 
of claimants by 529,000. The 
party cited OECD figures show- 
ing nearly one in five non-pen- 
sioner households in Britain had 
nobody in work, one of the high- 
est levels in foe industrial world. 

City experts did not expect 
yesterday’s batch of labour mar- 
ket statistics to affect the Chan- 
cellor of foe Exchequer’s verdict 


on interest rates at his meeting 
with the Governor of foe Bank 
of England late yesterday 
afternoon. Economists agreed 
that the true unemployment 
picture was obscure, and were 
reassured by separate figures 
showing that earnings growth 
has remained flat. 

' The credibility of foe head- 
line jobless total has been un- 
dermined by a number of 
independent reports - includ- 


ing one prepared by the Office 
for Nations Statistics last year 


-calling on foe Government to 
measure unemployment by a 
monthly survey which covers 
people not eligible for benefit, 
rather than foe number of un- 
employment benefit claimants. 
But ministers turned down the 
advice on grounds of cost 

The fresh row broke out yes- 
terday because foe quarterly 
survey of foe labour force 
showed a much smaller drop in 
unemployment in September- 
Novcmber than foe claimant 
count indicated. 

According to foe survey, un- 
employment fell by only 32,000 
during those three months, 
while foe number of claimants 
dropped by 1 14,000. Yesterday’s 
figures showed a further fall of 
45,100 in foe claimant count in 
December, to 1,884,700. 

The Treasury said a diver- 
gence between foe two measures 
was not unusual, and they tend- 
ed to move together over tune. 

However, foe claimant count 
has been artificially reduced 
since the autumn by the intro- 
duction of foe Jobseekers’ Al- 


lowance (JSA) and foe fraud 
hotline. 

The JSA has taken at least 

10.000 off foe unemployment 
register, while there have been 

135.000 calls to the hotline. But 
foe ONS said it was not possi- 
ble to estimate the frill size of foe 
impact yet, and statisticians also 
declined to put a figure on the 
cumeat trend in unemployment. 

Other evidence suggested 
that foe labour market is not 
picking up as much as the head- 
line unemployment total would 
indicate. In particular, average 
earnings grew at an underlying 
rate of 4 per cent in foe year to 
November, the same as foe 
previous four months. 

On foe other band, foe quar- 
terly labour force survey showed 
a strong expansion in employ- 
meat in September-November. 
The number of. people with 
jobs rose by 130,000. 

Unusually, this was mainly due 
to a rise in the number of full- 
time jots. Of foe 283,000 new 
jobs over the year to November, 
just over half were part-time. 


BZ W simulates battle 
to minimise the risk 


^Brief 


'pfetK- 


cinnr. vvb.j 
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Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


Q’ty dealing rooms are often de- 
picted as battlefields where 
traders slug it out to win foe best 
price for their trades and make 
as much money as possible. 
But BZW, the investment bank- 
ing arm of Barclays, is taking foe 
comparison one step further 
through a new research project 
with foe Defence Evaluation 
and Research Agency (DERA) 
of foe Ministry of Defence. 

The project - known as foe 
Financial laboratory Club - will 
bring simulated battlefields to 
foe dealing room in an attempt 
to develop new solutions to foe 
problems of risk management in 
the City. 

BZW hopes foe project will 
allow all levels of its staff to bet- 
ter understand the risks being 
taken. It should also provide 
more accurate calculations of 


foe amount of capital which 
needs to be set aside by foe bank 
and also make for accurate, 
and more competitive, pricing 
of financial instruments. 

It may all seem far-fetched but 
according to Martin Dooney. 
global head of money markets 
at BZW. the stresses and strains 
facing foe trader in a City deal- 
ing room and a fighter pilot fly- 
ing at 20,000 feet are s imilar 
“The risks are obviously 
different For foe crew of a main 
battle tank it could be missile 
defences of the opposing force 
and for foe bond trader it could 
be movement of short-term in- 
terest rates,” Mr Dooney said 
“However, we each have to 
develop tactics to counter risk 
and we need to develop systems 
which can be used by in- 
dividuals working under the 
high stress loads usually asso- 
ciated with high risk environ- 
ments,” be said 


BZW hopes the project will 
keep it ahead of its rivals in a 
highly competitive trading 
environment in which margins 
are falling and costs of staff 
rising. 

The Gub has £L8m of fund- 
ing for foe first two years. Of 
foal, foe Government is making 
a £750,000 grant and BZW is 
providing £250,000. 

Regulators such as foe Bank 
of England are expressing an 
interest in foe project. 

While fighter pilots and 
traders face similar challenges, 
fighter pilots only receive foe 
most relevant information they 
need to make decisions. In 
contrast, traders suffer from 
what BZW calls information 
overload - a deluge of statistics 
about interest and currencies, 
say, are displayed on banks of 
computer screens while phones 
constantly ring. 
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Norwich Union names 
Harvey as next head 



Norwich Union yesterday chose 
a safe internal succession for foe 
chief executive job ahead of the 
flotation later this year by nom- 
inating Richard Harvey, the fi- 
nance director, as heir apparent. 

He is to succeed Allan Bridge- 
water as group chief executive 
at foe end of 1997. Norwich said 
Mr Harvey has been appointed 
deputy group chief executive in 
the meantime, in addition to his 
existing responsibility 

“The appomtmem clarifies 
the question of succession in 
advance of Norwich Union’s 
planned flotation,” the 
company said. / 


Mr Harvey, 46, joined Nor- 
wich Union m 1992 as head of 
its New Zealand operation, af- 
ter running Sun Alliance’s life 
insurance business there. He 
returned to the UK in 1993. 
became the group’s actuary in 
1994 and joined foe main board 
in 1995. 

The next stage in the Norwich 
flotation is scheduled for the 
spring when there is to: be an 
extraordinary general meeting. 
A circular giving details of lb® 
flotation will be sent out before 
foe extraordinary general meet- 
ing to- the policyholders who 
currently own fo^ group, i 
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Byatt puts a plug in water’s dividend gusher 




'tf Mr Byatt were to 
follow the example of 
Clare Spottlswoode at 
Ofgas, whose 
regulatory approach 
he much admires, the 
water industry could 
be looking at a one- 
off reduction in 
revenues of £600m 
to £800 m’ 


TT/hen the water industry outlined its “vi- 

VV sion of the future” a week ago, one of 
the things its crystal ball failed to highlight 
was the danger of being clobbered by a big 
one-off cut in charges in three years' time. 

Thai became a distinct possibility yester- 
day after the industiy regulator, Ian Byatt, 
confided lo MPs that he saw much merit in 
applying the same kind of price controls on 
the privatised water companies as those used 
by his opposite numbers in gas and elec- 
tricity. For the water companies, that would 
mean 3 very painful adjustment in 2000 so 
that efficiency gains flow through much 
more quickly to customers in the shape of 
lower bills. 

With a change of government on the hori- 
zon, it is scarcely surprising that Mr Byatt 
should be thinking along such lines. But 
regardless of the political climate, there's 
plenty else driving him in this direction. 

When the last set of price controls was 
introduced in 1995, the regulator decided the 
industiy should be allowed to make a return 
on new investment of 5 to 6 per cent over 
the 10-year period. The industry is now mak- 
ing returns of about 12 per cent. Under the 
present regime, efficiency gains are drip fed 
to customers over a phased period. The 
effect of imposing a one-off cui in charges 
would be to ensure that 50 million customers 
get much of that benefit in one dollop. 

Supposing be is still in ibe post. Mr Byatt 
will not sit down to begin doing any serious 
sums for at least 13 months. But if he were 


to follow the example of Clare Spottiswoode 
at Ofgas, whose regulatory approach he 
much admires, ihe water industry could be 
looking at a one-off reduction in revenues 
of£60Uraio£800m. 

Prices in future years would not come 
down by anywhere near as much, and might 
even have to go up, to meet the water indus- 
try's heavy capital investment programmes. 
Nevertheless the net effect would be a 
much harsher regulatory environment than 
the industry enjoys at present. 

The water companies have tried to wrig- 
gle out of their fate by promising to share 
an undisclosed proportion of future effi- 
ciency gains wilh customers. Mr Byatt looks 
like closing off that option. The dividend 
gusher is not going lo be what it was. 

Employees call the 
shots in the City 

B onuses, bonuses, bonuses. Morgan Gren- 
fell Asset Management pay theirs in late 
February and few people yet know what they 
arc going to get. Those who think they wiU 
be liule or nothing point to the £400m cost 
and rising of the Peter Young debacle - a 
couple ofyeans’ profit for the Deutsche Mor- 
gan Grenfell investment banking operation 
as a whole. But there's another school 
which says that if MGAM doesn't match the 
bonus bonanza being experienced else- 
where in the City, then its best people are 


going to walk and there won't be much of a 
business left. 

It seems unlikely that Nicola Horlick 
directly played that card in the events that 
led up to her “suspension" as MGAM’s pen- 
sions supremo, but the episode has high- 
lighted the problem in no uncertain terms. 
The City has become a place where employ- 
ees call the shots, not shareholders or 
organisations. There could be no more 
absurd a scenario than the one being acted 
out at MGAM. Here is an organisation 
which has Hailed in spectacular fashion, yet 
if it punishes its employees, as it should, 
making them lake collegiate responsibility 
for and share in the costs of their failure, it 
might end up without a business at all. 

Perversely, then, Deutsche may have to 
pay the wretched employees of MGAM an 
even higher bonus, to compensate, ash were, 
for the stress and shock of a catastrophe 
which was collectively of their own making. 
It is hard to imagine a more Alice in Won- 
derland world. That, however, is the reality 
of the City these days. 

There's almost a parallel to be drawn here 
with the curse of union power. “What? The 
company’s lost a packet? Not my responsi- 
bility, guv. If you don’t up the wages we’ll 
all be out.” In the virtual economy inhab- 
ited by investment bankers, the going rate 
for a job is constantly bid up. regardless of 
underlying profitability or real market worth. 

But bade to MGAM. First impressions are 
often misguided and it is possible that the 
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Christmas 
cheer fails 
to reach all 
retailers 
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Kingfisher and Allders, the de- 

■ i psjbtmem store operator, be- 

Vcame the latest retailers to 

. ' report an upbeat message on 
•7 r Christmas trading yesterday. 

* However, poor figures from 

■ ' v Laura Ashley, where sales 
. ^' growth was modest, and Body 

i Shop, where sales were down on 

■ tlast year, showed that the up- 
. . [• turn in consumer spending has 
•«. 1 4jot been eiBcyedjpcross the hi^i 

7 street 

i ' With more than a dozen re- 
aders now having issued their 
Christmas trading statements, it 
seems clear that high street 
trading has been healthy rather 
than a bonanza 
Clive Vbughan of Verdict 
Research said: “If there is a 
trend out there it is that the re- 
tailers who are appealing to the 
upper ends of their markets are 
doing welL" He noted that in 
jewellery, Ernest Jones, Gold- 
smiths and Asprey were doing 
well. But at the lower end of the 
market, sales growth at Argos 
and H Samuel had been less im- 
pressive. 

“Tb some effect we are still 
seeing the Tfessa effect," Mr 


Vaughan said. “That benefited 
mainly older, more affluent 
people and so we are seeing 
good sales of upmarket cars, like 
Jaguars, of longer haul holidays, 
and of top end furniture and 
home computers. 

“There area lot of people out 
there who are getting bonuses 
this year who didn’t receive 
them last time. If there is a mes- 
sage here it is that the richer 
consumers seem to be getting 
richer. But for the mass of the 
population things are growing 
quite slowly.” 

It is a view supported by 
Nick Bubb. retail analyst at 
Mees Pierson. “Consumers are 
still a bit scarred by the reces- 
sion and the effect that had on 
confidence." 

Of yesterday's trading state- 
ments, Kingfisher’s was the 
most prominent with good sales 
increases encouraging analysts 
to upgrade their profits forecasts 
to around £280m for the current 
year. 

Kingfisher’s group sales in the 
nine weeks to 4 January in- 
creased ty 7.8 percentonafike- 
for-like basis compared with last 
year. 

Star performers were B&Q 




The winners 


sales incr on last yr (%)* 

John Lewis (eluding Wartrosej 

12.3 

JJB Sports 

12 

Allders 

1L6 

Goldsmiths 

9.8 ■ 

Next 

9 

Signet (H Samuel, Ernest Jones) 

• 8.5 

Uttiewoods 

8.2 

Dixons (ind Cunys, PC World, The Link) 

8 

Kingfisher (WOolworths, B&Q, Comet, Supenhug) 

7.S 

Boots {Ind Halfords, D6.lt All, Fads) •• 

The Josers 

6 

sales chengBS on last yr (%)* 

Body Shop 

-2 

Sears (Se (fridges, British Shoe, Waflfs, Adams) 

-0.5 

Laura Ashley 

+3 

Argos 

"+4** 

*like^for-nhe sales increases, stripping out new store openings 

~**half the rate of City expectations 



likely impact on MGAM of Ms Ho dick’s 
impending departure was exaggerated in 
Business Comment yesterday. A day on, and 
Morgan Grenfell was claiming the whole 
thing had been blown out of all proportion. 
Indeed there was some sense of relief and 
even satisfaction at such a high flier finally 
getting her comeuppance. There’s almost 
certainly an element of male, old school tie 
backlash in these sentiments. 

All the same, MGAM is right to point to 
Ms Horlick’s apparent failure to do serious 
damage to the organisation- She tried to 
recruit a team to take with her, allegedly, and 
they all said no. Perhaps loyalty still counts 
for something after all. But wc are going to 
have to wait until the bonus is declared and 
paid lo judge the strength of that, aren’t we? 

Keep war games out 
of the dealing rooms 

T he Seven MUhwy Classics o/Andau China 
has become a management bible in the 
US. a set of military writings that enthusi- 
asts claim provides the seeds of success in 
business. Some managers even believe the 
techniques of Chinese warfare have been the 
secret ingredient behind the explosive growth 
of Taiwan. Japan and Korea. That sounds like 
a dose of backwoods paranoia about the East- 
ern peril. Nevertheless, quotes from Sun 
Tzu's The Art of War or The Three Strategies 
of Huang Shih-kung drop easily into the con- 


versation of some American executives. In 
this country, thank heavens, they would be 
more likely to arouse gales of sceptical laugh- 

So is BZW deploying the same manage- 
ment strategy in its new war games project 
with the Defence Research Agencv? It sounds 
hke it, with all the talk of dealing rooms as bat- 
llefields and the link with the Defence Eval- 
uation and Research Agency of the Ministry 
of Defence, The idea of a City trader using 
the same electronic display screen as a fighter 
ptlot 10 decide when to drop his stock on the 
market, rather than his bombs on the enemy, 
rounds as crazy as using SunTzu to plan a new 
Janoiy extension. 

However, there is a seed of commonsense 
within (his madness. There are a large num- 
ber of engineers working in the City, includ- 
ing a real rocket scientist at CSFP They have 
bought the computing and mathematical 
skills essential to their own disciplines to 
bear on complex market movements and 
especially the pricing of derivatives. Since 
much of modem war is to do with rapid eval- 
iuuon of risk, the disciplines do overlap and 
there probably is something the Citv can 
learn. 

But there is also a danger. If all traders 
acted on the advice, if not the order*, of a 
computer display, it could bring a new form 
of instability into the markets. Remember 
programme trading, and the havoc that 
wreaked in 1987 when everybody moved the 
same way at once? 


and Comet, where sales grew by 

14 per cent. Woolworths also 
performed strongly with an 8 
per cent sales lift in which toys, 
Christmas products and home 
essentials did welL Kingfisher- 
chief executive Sir Geoff Mui- 
caby said Woolworths benefit- 
ed from “an environment where 
customers were concentrating 
on value for money.” 

At Allders. like-for-like sales 
improved by 11.6 per cent in the 

15 weeks to 1 1 January, one of 
the most impressive sales gains 
reported so far this year. The 
department store group also 
said the latest three weeks of its 
winter sale had gone well with 
sales up 16 per cent on last year. 

The news was more mixed at 
Laura Ashley, the fashion and 
furniture retailer. It is shaking 
up the management at its 
European division after a steep 
decline in sales there. Though 
group sale rose by 3 per cent in 


the six weeks to 24 November, 
sales in Europe fell by 8 per 
cenL 

Andrew Stevenson, who was 
head of retail operations in the 
UK and Europe, & leaving by 
mutual agreement. The role 
will now be split in two. Laura 
Ashley blamed difficult markets 
but alro said its product range 
had not been right. Like-for-like 
sales in the UK were 10 per cent 
higher but US sales were flat. 

Body Shop reported the 
worst retail trading statement of 
the day with a 2 per cent slump 
in like-for-like sales in the 10 
weeks to 4 January. Compara- 
ble sales were lower in the UK, 
Europe and the US. Chairman 
Gordon Roddick admitted the 
performance had been mixed 
but added that the US business 
was improving. 

Upbeat trading statements are 
expected later this week from 
Blacks Leisure and JD Sports. 


Strong pound will slice £60m 
off profits, warns Guinness 


Tom Stevenson 

Crty Editor 


Guinness yesterday became 
the latest British company to 
fall victim to the strength of the 
pound, warning that the recent 
appreciation of sterling would 
hit its 1997 profits by £60m. 
Shares in the Johnnie Walker 
to Gordon's gin group slipped 
5p to 431p, just lp off their low 
for the past year. 

News of the currency hit 
followed downgraded forecasts 
at several other significant ex- 

S liters including 1CI and 
ritish Steel. Shares in Rolls- 
Royce have also been weak as 
a result of fears that the rising 
pound would hit profits. 

Before yesterday’s an- 
nouncement, part of an other- 
wise cautiously confident 
trading statement, analysts had 
been looking for consensus 
profits this year of £I.02bn 
but few now expect the com- 
any to breach the £lbn mark, 
‘or the year to December 1996 
expectations average about 
£959m, in a year when curren- 
cy hedging is expected to have 
resulted in a small £15m pos- 
itive impact. 

The pound's advance began 
in August last year. From an in- 
dex low of 84.0 measured 
against a basket of major cur- 
rencies, its trade-weighted in- 
dex shot up to 96.1 by the 
year-end, a rise of more than 
14 per cenL 

Yesterday sterling was trad- 
ing at 2.66 marks and $1.67. 
The pound started the new year 
at $1,712, its highest level since 


it fell out of the European Ex- 
change Rate Mechanism in 
late 1992. 

Despite currency concerns. 
Tony Greener, chairman of 
Guinness, made positive nois- 
es about current trading: “I said 
at the time of our interim re- 


sults that we are confident the 
cumulative impact of our fo- 
cused strategy and increasing 
investment will deliver long- 
term growth. 1 am pleased that 
our 1996 results will represent 
steady growth in profit per- 
formance, as promised." 



Remaining positive: Tony Greener said the 1996 results 
would represent steady growth in profit performance 


The company said trading at 
United Distillers, the spirits 
subsidiary, continued to im- 
prove. Volumes increased by 1 
per cent in 1996 compared 
with the previous year with sin- 
gle malts and de luxe Scotch 
whiskies the best performers. 
In line with the rest of the in- 
dustry, Guinness has attempt- 
ed to stimulate sluggish 
worldwide demand with in- 
creased marketing expendi- 
ture. which it said increased by 
10 per cent last year, 15 per 
cent in the second half. 

Price increases, the other 
bugbear of the spirits industry 
in recent years, remained mod- 
est with rises of only 3 per cent 
in the best markets leading to 
an overall increase of 1.5 per 
cent for the division as a whole. 

Guinness Brewing, the tra- 
ditional stout ale core of the 
group, saw better volume ris- 
es with Guinness Stout up by 
5 per cent and Draught Guin- 
ness 8 per cent higher. Again 
the increase was acquired 
through heavy marketing 
spending, with 10 per cent 
more put behind advertising 
stout. The roll-out of Guinness 
Irish Pubs continued with 1,200 
now operating under the mar- 
keting umbrella. 

Cruzcampo, the Spanish 
subsidiary where Jack of con- 
sumer confidence and political 
uncertainty has held back prof- 
its, continued to languish with 
a further 4 per cent fall in the 
beer market and a switch from 
high-margin on-premises sales 
to lower margin take-home 
trade. 
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• The Electricity Pool,' which manages the wholesale power market 
in England and ftfeles, yesterday agreed to appoint customer rep- 
resentatives to its executive committee following widespread at- 
tacks on the price-setting system. Neil Bryson, Pool chairman, said 
the two customer representatives would not be allowed to vote, 
but said the move “hopefully makes it a better representation for 
Pool memberviews” Yvonne Constance, aatioaafchairmanofthe 
electricity consumers’ committees, said she would consider ap- 
pointing a representative, but added: “1 can’t believe they’re handing 
over real power.” "Hie announcement was attacked by large en- 
emy users who are campaigning to have the Jtool, which is dominated 
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by National Power and PowerGen, referred to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commiss ion. A spokeswoman said: “Without votes we'd 
be able to change absolutely nothing so we don’t see this as being 
particularly helpful It’s just a sop to customers to shut us up.” 

• East Midlands Electricity, the subject of an agreed £1.3bn 
takeover bid by US utility Dominou Resources, yesterday reported 
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byan* £8m gain from the safe of peripheral businesses. 
The rail also reflected the drop in profits from the main power 
' distribution business following tougher price controls from Of- 
fer. the industry watchdog. Domin on's bid for East Midlands was 
’ declared unconditional last Friday. 

' • Mexico said that it was repaying three years ahead of schedule 
afl the loans made to it by the US as part of an resmepackage 

set up when it suffered an economic meltdown m 1995. The Mex- 
ican Finance Minister, Guillermo Ortiz, confirmed in Washing- 
ton that all the outstanding S33bn (£2.1bn) owed to the US would 
he renaid immediately. Some SI Jhn stffl owmg to the ImeroationaJ 
MraSaiy Fund would also to be repaid, he said. President Bdl 
- Oinion, who suffered intense criticism oyer the ongnai loan 

ssswBcaas^KS 

.• $i7.8bn from the IMF and $I0bn from other industrial coimtnes. 

• Edmond Winer has resigned as head of Global Jtesearcha! 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson m order 10 take over tte same poa 
‘ at NatWest Markets, as well as becoming global strategist. This 
teSnaTa tey^gSng in NatWest Markets’ emanaon aoord- 
taHo ® m -MelaS^obal head of equites, to whom Mr Warner 
‘ 2S Kfr joined Kleinwort four years ago and was 

vt^d&ol UK Strategist in 1995 by both Btte! and Reuters. 

SfiSSP" iWbuttWnot grve 
a firnre at a public debate in Leverkusen, Mr Schne,- 

SSS^oss that Bayer wd see record profits 

for 1996'. In 1995, Bayer had pre-las profit of Dm4.1S5bn. 
is actually TheThilor of Panama. 


Germany ‘may not cut deficit 
in time for single currency’ 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


A former Bundesbank chief 
warned yesterday that the Ger- 
man government would have 
difficulty cutting its budget 
deficit by enough to meet the 
target for the single European 
currency. 

The warning from Karl-Otto 
Pdhl coincided with new figures 
showing that government bor- 
rowing last year bad overshot 
the 3 per cent of GDP ceiling 
by more than expected. Tbeo 
Waigel, the German finance 
minister, said: “The budget re- 
sult makes it dear what a dif- 
ficult situation the federal 
finances are in.” 

He added that to meet the 
limits set out in the Maastricht 
Treaty, the government would 
have lo continue to find savings 
“with greater determination". 

Mr Pdhl. speaking at a con- 
ference in Paris, said he still ex- 


pected monetary union to be 
launched on time. But he said: 
“It could still be possible that 
the whole exercise will be post- 
poned or may even fail.” 





Warning: Karl-Otto Pdhl was 
backed up by new figures 


He said that without a sig- 
nificant pick-up in growth, Ger- 
many was unlikely to get its 
budget deficit below 3 per cent 
of GDP. This threatened the 
launch of the single currency 
because the German public 
would lose confidence if the 
Maastricht criteria were 
fudged. 

Opinion polls show that the 
majority of Germans are op- 
posed to monetary union. 
Many believe the new Euro will 
not be as strong as the 
Deutschemark. 

Mr Pohl, now a director of 
private bank Sal Oppenheim, 
also criticised French efforts to 
make sure the European Cen- 
tral Bank would be under po- 
litical control, saying its 
independence was essential. 

Figures published yesterday 
Showed that the German bud- 
get deficit amounted to 
DM7S3ta last year, DM18.4hD 
above target Far lower-than -ex- 


pected rax revenues meant the 
shortfall amounted to 3.9 per 
cent of GDP. well above the 
Maastricht target. 

Most forecasts, including 
those published by organisa- 
tions such as the OECD and 
IMF, suggest that this year’s 
deficit - the decisive figure for 
membership of the single cur- 
rency - will be very close to 3 
per cent. But some economists 
are much gloomier about 
prospects for the country's 
growth this year, and predict 
that the German government 
will struggle to meet the ambi- 
tious target it has insisted on 
more vociferously than anybody 
else. 

Mr Pohl said Germany was 
Jo a difficult situation, having 
told both its European partners 
and the public that the criteria 
must be interpreted strictly. “I 
have no idea how the govern- 
ment will solve this very diffi- 
cult problem," he said.* 


Delays raise election 
question for BA tie-up 


Michael Harrison 


British Airways is unlikely to get 
approval for its transatlantic 
alliance with American Airlines 
before the general election, 
posing fresh potential prob- 
lems for the deal. 

This emerged yesterday as 
London and Brussels remained 
at loggerheads over who bad 
ultimate responsibility for 
sanctioning the tie-up, with the 
European Transport Com- 
missioner NeO Kinnock coming 
down firmly in support of his 
colleague Karel van Miert. 
Competition Commissioner. 

BA and American maintain 
that the alliance could get off 
the ground by the spring. How- 
ever, industry sources said that 
the investigation into the deal 
by the US Justice Department 
and the US Department of 
Ikansponation would take sev- 
eral months to complete. 

This means that ultimate 
sanctioning of the alliance and 


the completion of an open skies 
agreement across the Atlantic, 
could be left to a Labour 
government. 

Labour is also dubious about 
whether approval of the deal 
should ultimately be the re- 
sponsibility of the European 
Commission rather than the 
British competition authorities. 
But it has also been guarded 
over whether the conditions 
imposed by the President of the 
Board of Trade, Ian Lang, are 
sufficient. 

US airline sources remain 
confident that American reg- 
ulatory authorities will demand 
much more stringent curbs 
than those proposed by Mr 
Lang. 

In particular, the Justice 
Department and Transportation 
Department could refuse BA 
and American take-off and 
landing slots at US airports 
with a shortage of capacity or 
require that certain routes' are 
exempted from the alliance. 


Stanley hit by ‘Dettori effect’ 


Tom Stevenson 


Frankie Dettori’s seven con- 
secutive wins at Ascot last year 
cost Stanley Leisure £2m out of 
a total hit to the industiy of 
£3Gm, the betting shops to casi- 
nos group said yesterday. De- 
scribing it as “the worst day ever 
in the UK bookmaking busi- 
ness", the chairman, Leonard 
Steinberg, said one of the 
group's Gus Carter shops paid 
out £235 .000 on a angle bet. The 
"Dettori effect”, as Mr Steinberg 
called it, resulted in two payouts 
of more than £200,000, anoth- 


er over £100,000 and 27 pay- 
ments of more than £10£W0. 

Details of the industry’s 
Black Saturday emerged as 
Stanley announced a 21 percent 
rise in pre-tax profits for the half 
year to October from £6.1m to 
£7.4m. Striking a confident note 


industry, Mr Steinberg signalled 
a 20 per cent rise in the inter- 
im dividend to l^p a share. 

Planned changes include 
opening up 20 regions around 
the country to casinos. Stanley 
said it would be interested in 


making applications for seven 
or eight of these and would 
hope to be licensed to open casi- 
nos in at least three new ales. 

Turnover in the casinos arm 
increased by 7.7 per cent with 
profits up almost 12 percent to 
£5^m. Stanley’s 533 betting 
shops, where profits rose from 
£2.8m to £4.0m, continued to 
slug it out with the National Lot- 
tery. Much of the improve- 
ment related to acquisitions 
and analysts said like-for-like 
sales growth of 3 per cent was 
disappointing. 
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The future is still a lottery for Stanley 


The gaming industry is in such a stale 
of flux currently that valuing compa- 
nies such as Stanley Leisure requires 
some pretty hemic assumptions about 
future developments. Next month, for 
example Camelot introduces a mid- 
week lottery while deregulation of 
casinos, putting more slot machines 
alongside the tables and licensing 20 
new regions around the country, is set 
to happen but the timing is unclear. 

Add in the prospect of a change of 
government, most likely to a party for 
which gaming reform is preiiy low 
down its list of priorities, and the out- 
look is at best uncertain. The long- 
term picture, however, remains 

attractive. 

Stanley's betting shops are a good 
example of the extent to which the in- 
dustry has been prodded by the Na- 
tional Lottery into creating a better 
quality earnings stream. Thirty years 
ago the harsh winter of 1963 effec- 
tively shut down the country's betting 
shops because there was no racing. 
Now bookies take bets on four tele- 
vised football matches a week, the 
Irish lottery and a new rival to the Na- 
tion Lottery called 49s. It is a much 
better balanced business and even 
within the 72 per cent of turnover rep- 
resented by racing, all-weather tracks 
have made meetings more reliable. 

Even diversification, however, can- 
not be expected to protect against a 
25.000 to one long-shot like Frankie 
Dettori's dean sweep at Ascot last 
year. Stanley's £2m hit on that day in 
effect wiped out profits at its new Gus 
Carter acquisition and pegged the pre- 
tax profits rise for the six months to 
October to 21 per cent. 

Profits before tax moved ahead 
from £6.2m to £7.4m. pushing earn- 
ings per share from 3.76p to 4.5 Ip. 
That meant Stanley was able to rec- 
ommend a 20 per cent rise in the in- 
terim dividend. These were 
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22. It is right the shares should trade 
at a premium to the market, to reflect 
(he benefits of deregulation to come, 
but with so many question marks over 
the company as well that rating is high 
enough. 


Darty drags 
Kingfisher down 


Yesterday's 15.5p fall in Kingfisher's 
share price looks slightly harsh on the 
retailer which turned in one of the sea- 
son's better Christmas trading up- 
dates. 

Stripping out new store openings, 
like-foc-like sales rose by 7.S per cent, 
which was better than Boots and ‘only 


marginally behind Dixons. 

The group figure included double- 
digit gains from both Woolworths and 
Comet. This was impressive as both 
were up against strong comparisons the 
previous year. The performance from 
Woolworths was even better given 
that the toy market appears to have lost 
sales to rival products such as sports 
clothing this year. 

And if tbe recent figures from 
Adams were anything to go by, then the 


chUdrenswear market has not been easy 
either. 

B&Q did well, buoyed by the grad- 
ual recovery in the housing market. 
And Superdrug delivered a 5 per cent 
increase in like-for-like sales. 

Ironically it is now Darty, the French 
electrical chain, which is dragging the 
group performance back. Its like-for- 
like sales rose by just 2.4 per cent. 

Only a couple of years ago it was 
Darty which was Kingfisher's saviour 
when internal problems damaged the 
performance of Comet and Wool- 
worths, resulting in the group's calami- 
tous 1994 profits warning. 

Though Kingfisher’s shares have 
risen by more than 60 per cent since 
then, yesterday’s bout of profit taking 
makes the shares look attractive once 
more at 654.5 p. 

On upgraded analyst profit forecasts 
of £3 80m this year and £445m next 
time, they trade on a forward rating of 
16 failing to 14. This is a discount to 
the sector that is due more to the dis- 
appointments of 1994 than funda- 
mentals. It is worth pointing out that 
just a year ago analysts were forecast- 
ing Kingfisher 1996-97 profits of just 
£3 10m. 

Woolworths' problems back then 
were due to errors that have been sort- 


ed out rather than any underlying dif- 
ficulty. 

Comet should benefit from the PC 
boom and B&Q should be seflingpoint 
and pliers like no tomorrow if the hous- 
ing market forecasts prove true. 

If Darty returns to form as well, then 
Sir Geoff MtUcahy will have pulled off 
a remarkable recovery. Tbe company 
has disappointed before, but die shares 
look good value. 


Clyde escapes 


MMC referral 


Denby sets itself 
a place in US 


Tom Stevenson 
City Editor 


Stanley Leisure 
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Market value: £333.8m, stare price 297 ,5p 


impressive figures but analysts still 
managed to mid one or two niggling 
worries. 

Analysts' biggest concern lay in 
evidence of margin pressure in both 
the bookies and casinos, where pun- 
ters are said to be getting better at 
beating the house, by fair means and 
foul. Better training is expected to give 
staff a sharper eye and improve Stan- 
ley's return. There were also worries 
about a pretty anaemic 3 per cent rise 
in sales from the belting shop arm. 
The success of betting on the Irish lot- 
tery might have been expected to 
boost turnover by more than inflation. 

Still most brokers were talking 
about raising their forecasts yesterday 
and a full year outcome of about £23m 
now looks likely. That would put tbe 
shares, up 172Sp to 294p yesterday, on 
a prospective price/earnings ratio of 
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Out of every cloud comes a silver lining 
and the one from ColoroD, the col- 
lapsed 1980s stock market star, is 
Denby, the pottery group. Bought out 
by management in 1990 and floated at 
13 Op in June 1994, the group’s shares 
have more than doubled, rising another 
7p to 277 Jp yesterday. 

Tbe reason for the latest strength was 
an upbeat annua] general meeting 
statement announcing that sales 
romped ahead by 15 per cent in the first 
three months of the year to December. 
The buoyant current trading picture 
builds on an impressive record which 
has seen profits jump from £2. 76m to 
£4,76m in the past three years. 

Denby, founded in 1809, has been 
revitalised by a renewed concentration 
on design, aimin g in particular at the 
“aspirational" market of young newly- 
weds and the like. Cleverly pitched just 
below Wedgwood and Royal Douhon’s 
rather more formal products. Denby 
has probably rightly assumed that the 
days of bringing out the best china for 
special occasions are waning. 

But while it continues to add to what 
it claims is a leading position in the UK 
the one-off gains from its refocusing 
there seem to be largely over. The do- 
mestic market has been flat for several 
years and most of thegrowth is coming 
from overseas markets, where Denby 
seems to be replicating its success. 

Although it has been across the .At- 
lantic for most of this decade, sales in 
tbe US continue to rise at rates above 
30 per cenL It seems that Americans 
have taken to this type of crockery in 
a b|g way and. since September, to Den- 
by’s matching glassware range which it 
reintroduced after a 10-year gap. 

The rip-roaring pound could rep- 
resent a problem if it is sustained. 
Denby says only a fifth of hs revenues 
are in foreign currencies and an aver- 
age 7 per cent rise in prices means it 
is covered up to around $1.64. 

Bui even assuming no sterling impact, 

an unchanged profit forecast of £6.9m 
for the current year puts the shares on 
a chunky forward rating of 20. Hold. 


fin If Canada's £432m bid for 
Clyde Petroleum was given the 


Trade and Industry yesterday, 
which said it had no plans to re- 
fer the offer to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission. The 
decision increases the pressure 
on Clyde to convince investors 
that the IG5p-e-share offer rep- 
resents a dramatic undervalu- 
ation of the o3 producer's 
potential. 

With two weeks to go before 
day 39 of the bid, tbe last date 
on which Clyde can offer new 
information’ to shareholders, 
attention is expected to focus on 
the two sides' preferred valua- 
tion methods, with one broker 
saying a take-out price of up to 
150p a share is a possibility. Yes- 
terday's close of 119p suggests 
the market expects an improved 
offer from Gulf or a third- 
party approach. 

The defence being put to- 
gether by Malcolm Gourlay 
and Roy Franklin, chairman 
and chief executive respective- 
ly of Clyde, is expected to focus 
on Gulf Canada's use of net as- 
set value as a base for calculat- 
ing the premium its bid 
represents. Clyde will claim 
that, thanks to its steady, sus- 
tainable production, it is better 
valued on a multiple of its cur- 
rent cashflow’, the preferred 
method in the US where there 
are more companies with 
Clyde’s relatively low risk, pre- 
dictable production profiles. 

The net asset approach 
favoured by Gulf has been the 
traditional way of valuing UK 
oil explorers because in the 
early days of the opening up of 
the North Sea companies often 
had no production and cashflow 
to measure. Their assets could 
only be measured by attributing 
an asset value to future, ex- 
pected production. 

Clyde will claim over the 
next two weeks that such an ap- 



Defensive: Malcolm Gourlay is expected to focus on the 
use of net asset value as a base for calculating the bid 


proacb gives no credit for the 
skill of its management in pro- 
longing production by buying in 
and discovering new ail re- 
serves. In its first defence doc- 
ument recently, the company 
surprised analysts with a high- 
er-than-expected estimate of 
reserves, put at 130 million 
barrels of commercially realis- 
able reserves and 225 million of 
commercial and probable re- 
serves. Those figures had shown 
a sharp rise despite record pro- 
duction levels. 


No Littlewoods deal, says Lanica 


MJN h&i performance systems based on IBM P166+ 
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processors with 
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MM hjgi performance systems feature the latest Intel 
166MHz Pentium* processors with MMX™ technology and 
high speed IBM P166+ processors to provide you with the 
ultimate performance. These systems Include 32Mb EDO 
RAM. fast 33.6 modems, large 15* or 17* screens, fast 
2!Gb hard disks and lull-feature 8 speed rrxrfumedia. We 
also offer a new P133 system for the budget conscious. 
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Shares in Lanica Trust, former- 
ly New Guernsey Trust, are set 
I to fall sharply this morning after 
the shell company vowed to re- 
main an investment trust rather 
| than become a vehicle for listing 
Littlewoods' retail businesses. 

Speculation about a big deal 
between Lanica. run by 31 year- 
old dealmaker Andrew Regan, 
and privately owned Little- 
woods, the Liverpool-based 
pools and department store 
group, sent the share price 
soaring from 137p to as high as 
£20J0p in the last three 
months. 

But in an after-hours state- 
ment issued to the Stock Ex- 


change, Lanica said it knew of 
no reason for the substantial in- 
crease in its share price in re- 
cent months. 

It added: '‘Lanica has man- 
aged and will continue to man- 
age its investment portfolio in 
accordance with the listing rules 
in respect of investment com- 
panies and in accordance with 
the investment policy set out in 
the offer document for the 
company." 

Lanica cannot invest more 
than 20 per cent of its gross 
assets in any one investment, tbe 
statement continued. 

Last night shares in Lanica 
dosed 12bp lower at I550p. stHi 
way above the 203 p per share 
paid by Mr Regan when he 


took control late last year. 
They have been on the slid? for 
a over a week since littlewoods 
look then unusual step of deny- 
ing rumours of an important 
link, worth up to £lbn, with 
Lanica. 

littlewoods was said to be in- 
terested in reversing its maU or- 
der and high street businesses 
into Lanica to gain a stock mar- 
ket listing. 

Instead Littlewoods revealed 
it was discussing a small deal to 
supply Lanica with goods and in- 
frastructure for a mail order 
business due to be launched for 
the armed forces. 

Earlier this week Littlewoods 
paid £3 90m to buy the Freemans 
mail order business from Sears, 


the Selfridges-tO'Shoes group. 
Mr Regan, son of Roger; the 


Mr Regan, son of Roger; the 
company doctor at kitchen and 
bathrooms group Spring Ram, 
paid £4.06m in cash for New 
Guernsey after mounting an un- 
solicited bid last October. The 
company was later renamed 
Lanica Trust. 

He made his name using a 
vehicle called Hobsons to buy 
the Co-Op's food manufactur- 
ing arm. Hobsons was then 
sold to Hfllsdown Holdings for 
£121m in 1995. 

At Lanica, Mr Regan has al- 
ready clinched a mail order deal 
with the NAAFI, the armed 
forces' trading company, to sell 
non-food items to almost 
250,000 service personneL 
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■ National Express said that fourth-quarter passenger traffic 
at East Midlands Airport fell by 1.9 per cent to 367,000. The to- 
tal number of passengers using the airport for the whole of 1996 
dropped by 3.2 per cent to 1,824,000. The company said: ’The 
decline in passenger numbers reflects the national picture of reduced 
volumes of charter and inclusive tour traffic. The decline in the 
fourth quarter was in fact smaller than had been previously ex- 
pected and reflects continued strong growth on scheduled services.” 


Bass starts 
talks to buy 
Czech brewer 
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• Aijo Wiggins Appleton said its subsidiary has been found not 
guilty of price fixing by a US court A executive of Appleton Papers 
has also been cleared of price fixing charges. The court was 
considering indictments by a Boston federal grand jury on charges 
of price fixing in the thermal paper market from mid- 1991 to early 
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Intel 166MHz Pentium processor vwth MMX 1 * Tecftnotog' 
(P166MX model!, 6x86 PI 66+ processor manufactured by IBM 
1 P 166 + models* or Me! 133MHz Pentium processor (P133 
model) 

32Mb EDO RAM. (Remember a 32ft*- P166+ system yields far 
better pertarmaice ttan a 16Mb P200 system!. lfiMb RAM on 
P133 model 

2 _lG&hard disk 1Gb on P133 mode* 

33.6 V34 BAHT imenal modem. 28.8 on P133 model 

8 speed CO-ROM drive 

15" or 17” SVGA 0-2fldp screen 

256K plpesrie bura cecfie 

64-btt integrated graphics (use upm 2Mb system RAM) 

16 -ttt stereo sound 

PC Joystick 

Twn stereo speaker system 

7 twy mid tewar case 

Servian! pars Indudsig PS/2 mouse, 2 fast serial, paralei and 
joys**. 

3.5* floppy drite, PS/2 mouse and 105 keyboard. 


MkJOsoftWWtowsK 

Lotus SmartSuite 96. Pressworte, Desigrwnri®, 

Homewise pre-toacled 

Quieten v5 multimedia CD finance pach 

Massne software tondte including 10 leading CO Tides: fnfapedla 

UK encydopedfa, BodyWorte v5. Comptons 1997 Wbrid Mas. 

MUOpeda Bookshelf, KeyCAD Pio, Project Managpr pro. Rad, 

Wr»e i Type, Labels UnfimitBd, Comptons 1997 Encyctapeda aid 

Gizmos 3, Gadgets. 

P166MX system also incudes mutttnecte Wes designed for 
MMX“ Technolosc The inornate Human Body 3, Space Staton 
SmitatJcn, 3rd Dimension aid Timetables of TechrwoQr. 


I • Tele-cine Cell warned that full-year profits would be “mate- 
pally below” the £1 .4m achieved in the previous 12 months, send- 
ing the company’s share price down by 13 Jp to 40p. Investors 
were also warned to expect a cut in dividends. 


• Roxspni; the engineering company, said it expected to meet 
analysts’ profit expectations in the first half despite losses on two 
discontinued businesses. The group believed that comparative sales 
from continuing operations for the six months to end-December 


will be at least 10 per cent ahead of last year and that compara- 
tive trading profit will be up by at least 20 per cent. 


Printer Option 

* Lesmark 1020 colour inlget primer £173 j08 (CL49+VAT) 


• Inn Business announced several board changes. Martin Bunting 
is retiring as non-executive chairman, to be succeeded by Alan 
Jackson, currently chief executive and who founded the business 
in 1991 after leaving Whitbread Stephen Lambert, finance director, 
becomes man a gin g director. Cblurab Harrington will succeed Mr 
Lambert. 
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MJN 01 282 777 555 

" 7 " Telephone sates lines are open Monday « Fnday 9.00am - 7.00pm. Saturday 9.00am- 5.00pm 

MJN TecftnoJoEy Limited. Granville Hnuca Rio^uMum dh e.y « . ... 


■ Asquay has agreed to sell 22 million shares in UK. Estates 
following the failure of its takeover hid earlier this week. The shares 
are being sold at 30p each, raising £696,000, to Close Brothers 
Corporate Finance. The shares represent a 5.92 per cent stake 


Company Results 
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Thrower Pre-tax EPS 

J BaptHIStidp) S799.000 (S6Z7.Q00) 41E.4m ( S8.9m) -5flc( -35c) 

BBsaafaupfl) Q3.Kmiga.71n)) £724.000 i-04m) 2.7p {-32.jp) 
DudteyJflnlJMim a.91m(E3.l2m) £UDm (£565-0001 835p(3p| 

! Banter tetawffl -(-) E7.4m (ffiJm) 4,51pi37Bp) 

WdWiffl fi Q.W6 H -047,810 H -24.5PH 
-H EI.Hm IE1.5frn> I0«p(9 69i 
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1 5P (1.155PI 
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Bass said yesterday it was forc- 
ing the pace of Its ambitions in 
the Czech Republic, by opening 
discussions with one of the 
country’s largest banks which 
has staunchly opposed the 
brewer’s expansion plans. 

Having increased its stake in 
the Radegast brewery last week 
from 20 to 33 percent, Bass said 
it was confident of striking a 
deal before the end of the year 
with one of the brewer’s other 
main shareholders. To do so it 
would have to strike a (leal with 
IPB, tbe bank which owns 34 
per cent of Radegast and has so 
far opposed the acquisition by 
Bass of a stake from another 
Czech investor. 

Bass country manager 
Mervyrj Childs said yesterday 
that because there were few 
shares left available on the 
open market, Bass was now 
focusing its attention on IPB. “I 
hope that our discussions will 
lead to something, certainly 
within the course of this year,” 
Mr Childs said. 

Bass alreadjy owns 51 per cent 
of Prazske Pivovary. which con- 
trols about 14 percent of the lo- 
cal market compared with the 16 
percent share claimed by Rade- 
gasL It has ambitions to create 
a group with around 25 to 30 per 
cent of the Czech domestic beer 


market and is understood to 
favour an eventual merger be- 
tween the two brewers. 

Bass moved into the Czech 
beer market in 1993 when it 
took a 34 per cent stake in 
Prague Breweries. The British 
group now also owns majority 
shares in two small regional 
Czech breweries, Vratislavice 
and Ostravar. 

Apart from moving into tbe 
Czech market, which boasts 
the world’s highest per capita 
beer consumption, Bass has 
been keen to push Czech beers 
in western Europe and Russia- 

Bass and IPB have become 
the two largest shareholders in 


the Czech brewing industry, 
which is barely profitable but is 


wmen is oareiy profitable but is 
considered to nave big export 
potential Prague Breweries, 
whose premium brand is State* 
praraen, has seen exports surge 
to 290,000 hectolitres in 1996 
from 109,000 hectolitres in 1994. 

Whoever wins control of 
Radegast, the most profitable 
and efficient of the big brewing 
groups, will have dominant rote 
in the industry and the largest 
portfolio of brands. 
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As weU as arguing for a high- 
er multiple of cashflow, Clyde 
is expected to bring out a hasti- 
ly compiled set of results for the 
year to 31 December. 

Gulf, which last week re- 
ported acceptances of just 0.02 
per cent of Gyde's shares and 
extended its bid until 24 Janu- 
ary, has a week after Clyde's 
final defence to announce a fi- 
nal offer. 

Any rival bid is not expect- 
ed to emerge until after that 
date. 
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Bass is moving to expand iB 
erseas operations to divers- 


overseas operations to divers- 
fy away from the mature UK 
beer market, where it is cur- 
rently embroiled in a Monop- 
olies Commission investigation 
into its planned takeover of ' 
Carlsberg Tetley. 
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Data Bank 


FTSE 100 
4158.9 -9.3 

FTSE 250 
4560.0 +2.8 

FTSE 350 
2066.3 -3.4 

SEAQ VOLUME 
882.3m shares, 
53,260 bargains 
Gilts Index 
94.53 +0,22 


Rumours surround Zeneca as Footsie drifts along 


Share spotlight 
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Zeneca is back in the stock 
market limelight As blue chips 
took a breather after their 
heroics, attention was direct- 
ed towards the drugs group, for 
long a favoured takeover tar- 
get. 

It could have been because 
the heady excitement of the 
past two days suddenly evap- 
orated and some of the more 
astute players found them- 
selves with lime on their hands. 

So they alighted on Zeneca, 
which after some rip-roaring 
sessions has been surprisingly 
free from speculation in die 
past few months. 

Two related stories 
emerged. The most widely ru- 
moured was that Roche, the 
Swiss drugs giant for long seen 
as a likely predator, had 
blocked its coiporate staff 
from taking holidays for the 
next two months. Such a de- 
velopment, ran the argument, 
could mean a long-suspected 
Zeneca bid was on. 


Whether the holidays story 
was true or not the other leg 
of the yam was much more rel- 
evant- JP Morgan, the US in- 
vestment house, upgraded its 
Roche profit forecasts, 
prompting some US investors 
to buy into Zeneca. It was 
enough to lift the shares 37_5p 
at one time before a little 
profit taking clipped the gain 
to 29J5p at 1.653-5p. 

Most blue chips we re forced 
lo play second fiddle as second 
ana third liners took up the 
stock market running. 

As Footsie drifted, ending 
9.3 points lower, supporting 
shares moved ahead with the 
FTSE 250 index briefly reach- 
ing, for the first time since 
April, a new trading peak. 

The leaders were unsettled 
by the flow of negative fore- 
casts for shares in New York. 
Merrill Lynch's Robert Farrell 
is the latest prophet of gloom, 
predicting up to a 30 per cent 
decline this year. 
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DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


The Ken and Eddie meeting 
created uncertainty and the gy- 
rations of the Dow Jones Av- 
erage did not help sentiment. 

Even so, in early trading 
Footsie got to within hailing 
distance of 4,200. dosing at 
4,158.9. 

Standard Chartered, the 
b anking group, was the best- 
performing blue chip, up 33p 
at 744.5p, with SBC Warburg 
expressing confidence. 

Sctaroders, the investment 
group, overcame NatWest Se- 
curities caution, with the or- 
dinary shares 25p higher at 
l,625p and the non voters 
27.5p to l,4725p, 

NatWest lifted its profit 
forecasts from £223m to 


£240m and from £190m to 
£236m. But analysts Rachel 
Lucas fretted about the in- 
creasmg cosi base as Schrodeis 
expanded its operations: “The 
risks to the business are build- 
ing and die group is vulnera- 
ble to any setback in the 
extremely favourable condi- 
tions which it has enjoyed over 
the last two years.” 

Le hman Brothers lowered 
its Abbey National rating to un- 
derperform, clipping the 
shares 4J5p to 796p and sent 
out a buy signal for HSBC up 
40.5p to l,426p. 

British Steel and BT were 
actively traded, partly on bed 
and breakfast deals but also re- 
flecting a technical position 


which encouraged market 
makers to borrow stock. Steel 
following a positive analysis 
meeting, gained 4p to 150.75p 
and BT was 3-5p firmer at 
416p, a 12-month high. 

Sterling's strength continued 
to take its toll with Rolls- 
Royce, Wolseley and GKN 
leading the retreat. 

Chillies International rose 
5 .5p to a 265p peak. The auc- 
tioneer recently produced 
strong sales figures; the hover- 
ing presence of Joseph Lewis, 
the Bahamas multi-millionaire 
with approaching 30 per cent of 
the capita] is another influ- 
ence. English National Invest- 
ment, controlled by Mr Lewis, 
put on U-5p to 122.5p. 

Prism Rail meeting analysts 
next month, steamed ahead an- 
other 30p to 520p and GB Rail- 
ways mark further progress, up 
25p at 267.5p. 

DoeOex, the chemical group, 
rose 5p to 291-5p following 
meetings with analysis. Flying 


Flowers, figures next month 
rose 5p to 207 Jp. 

Lan j ra Andrew Regan's ve- 
hicle, fell 125p to 1.5 S0p. Af- 
ter the market closed it 
produced a long-awaited state- 
menu It said it was “not aware 
of any reasons for ihe sub- 
stantial increase" in its shares 
in recent months and as an in- 
vestment company could not 
invest more than 20 per cent 
of its assets in any one situa- 
tion. As its shares moved from 
58p lo 2,Q50p such a statement 
would have been useful. The 
price has retreated in the past 
few weeks 

A few car dealers moved up 

a gear on hopes of an improved 

deal from Ford; and waters and 
the remaining electricity dis- 
tributors gathered support 
from Credit Lyonnais Laing. 

Waihurg said switch from 
National Power to PowerGen; 
advice which left NP lp lower 
at 500p and PG 4 jp brighter 
at 620.5p. 


Taking Stock 


□ Heavy turnover in Verity, 
up 1.75p to 28p. It is thought 
the Hong Kong group Wo Kee 
Hong, which once had more 
than 20 million shares, has 
completed selling the stake. 
Verity has had an eventful 
time as the clamour over its 
wafer-thin sound system has 
increased. 

O Sibii; a Russian oil busi- 
ness closely related to Mel- 
rose Energy, op L5p to 26p, is 
due to arrive on AIM within a 
month. The company has a 
stake in a Joint venture to de- 
velop an estimated 1.25 bil- 
lion-barrel oil field in 
Siberia, Shell is also deeply 
involved in the venture. 

D CIA, the media buying 
group, rose 16p to I52-5p. Its 
19-year run of profit increas- 
es is over following a £1.8m 
settlement with 1TV compa- 
nies. Around SSJ&m against 
£&£m is expected. 
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Politicians still think they can I From Canary Wharf to 

fine-tune the economy. This is folly IZ,, 
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J f^ome time during the 
[ course of today when the 

VjBank of England con- 
ducts its mane)' market oper- 
ations it should become clear 
whether or not Kenneth Clarke 
has agreed to an increase in in- 
terest rales this month. If he has 
decided against it one of the 
reasons is likely to have been 
the need to wan for the first es- 
timate of gross domestic prod- 
uct in the final quarter of 1996, 
a figure due to be published at 
the end of the month. 

If it shows the economy 
grew by as much as or more 
Than in the third quarter, when 
GDP rose by 0.7 per cent, it 
could welt trigger an increase 
in the cost of borrowing next 
month. For the economy's 
trend rate of growth is thought 
to be about 2.25-2.5 per cent a 
year, or about 0.6 per cent a 
quarter. Faster growth is like- 
ly to fuel inflationary pres- 
sure. requiring a rise in interest 
rates to take the froLh off the 
economy. If the quarterly- 
change in GDP is a fraction of 
a percentage point loo high, we 
are likely to be paying more for 
our mortgages soon. 

An essay in the latest issue 
of Economic Trends, one of the 
monthly publications of the Of- 
fice for National Statistics, 
sheds an intriguing light on the 
use of economic statistics in 
policy decisions. The author. 
Henry Neubergcr, explains 
how the national accounts were 
developed precisely for the 
purposes of policy-making. 
The first attempt to construct 
national accounts with policy in 
mind was made by economist 
JM Keynes in his paper “How- 
to Pay for the Wir” in 1940, in 
which he tried to assess the 
economy's taxable capacity. 

As the following year's Bud- 
get White Paper noted: “During 
1940 the resources devoted to 
personal consumption and to the 
demands of central government 
and local authorities together ex- 
ceed the resources available 
from the net national income.*’ 

Keynesian economists during 
the subsequent decades came to 
regard the national statistics as 


the tools that enabled govern- 
ment to read off the required 
levels of its tax and spending 
plans. One standard text of the 
1960s said: “Wc should ap- 
proach the economic system as 
an engineer approaches a com- 
plicated piece of machinery.” 
However, the habit of fine-tun- 
ing policy generated by this ap- 
proach was subsequently 
discredited among academic 
economists. The economy is 
just not that mechanistic. There 
arc unexpected shocks, peo- 
ple's behaviour changes over 
time. And what’s more, the sta- 
tistics are sometimes wrong. 

One of the most notorious 
cases was the under-recording 
of exports in’ the 1960s and 
1970s. This error had a pro- 
found impact on economic 
policy, for it led a generation 
of economists to believe that 
the balance of payments was a 
serious constraint on British 
growth. The government could 
not allow too much expansion 
without Tunning into the trade 
buffers with imports running 
too far ahead of exports. The 
high hopes for the management 
of the economy crumbled into 
despair because of the stop-go 
cycle that resulted. 

Even though the error was un- 
covered during the 1970s, the 
balance of payments remained 
the bugbear of the 1974-79 
Labour government. A balance 




Diane 

Coyle 

Setting policy is 
hampered not 
only by the need 
to rely on 
forecasts - 
having to steer 
using the rear- 
view mirror - 
but also by 
uncertain data 


output, add up incomes or add 
up expenditure. They ought to 
be the same, bul never are. and 
in the late Eighties the gap be- 
tween the measures grew sig- 
nificantly. When the scale of the 
Lawson boom became dear, the 
Treasury blamed over-loose pol- 
icy on "the unreliability of the 
GDF measures. It had been im- 
possible to tell how close the 
economy was to its capacity 
ceiling, according to an internal 
inquest into the episode. 

The Treasury report in 1989 
concluded that one problem 
had been reductions in spend- 
ing on gathering statistics. Extra 
effort and resources put into 
collecting national accounts 
data since then mean that the 
size of revisions to GDP and 


balance of payments figures is 
dramatically less than before. 
As the chart shows, a gap be- 
tween the three measures of 
GDP has reopened in recent 
quarters, but it is nothing like 
as big as it was in the late 19S0s. 

Even so. the fact that there 
are any revisions at all presents 
a difficulty in the current frame- 
work of policy, which involves 
making a judgement about the 
precise state of the economy 
month by month. The income 
measure of GDP feD in the third 
quarter of 1996. whereas the 
output measure jumped. The 
ONS focuses on the output 
measure as the most reliable 
short-term indicator but even so 
jiggles the published number. 

which does not add 
up to the sum of its 
components. 

And the revisions. 

small as they are, 
point to different in- 
y.. terest rate decisions. 
Far example, when 
Mr Clarke decided 
;! ; to cut interest rates 
- 7 1 last June. GDP 
“7*7 growth in the first 
I f - quarter of 1996 was 
estimated to be 0.4 
— — per cent. The latest 
V V § figures put it at 0.6 
y./v: « per cent When he 
increased base rates 
in December, the 
** . published third- 


of payments crisis turned Denis 
Healey back from Heathrow 


Healey back from Heathrow 
Airport to meet the 
International Mone- 
tary Fund 20 years ^ 

ago. The IMF pre- 135 — 

scribed tough public r 

spending cuts as a 
condition of the 
emergency loan, and 13Q— 

the winter of discon- L 

tent followed two 

years into the cuts. 

But the mon- 125 . 
strous balance of 
payments deficit that 
triggered the crisis 120 
was later revised . • 
away by the statisti- 
cians. Today’s esti- 
mate of the 1975 1,5 *222 

deficit is £l-5bn, or 


about 13 per cent of GDP. The 
scale of the deficit relative to the 
size of the economy was bigger 
during the early 1990s. 

The late 1980s provide an- 
other example. There are three 
ways of measuring GDP: add up 


Three measures of GDP 


=“' Expenditure . ~ 

--- Income ! 
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1991. 1992 1993 1994 1995 


quarter change in GDPwasO.S 
per cent - now revised down a 
little to 0.7 per cent 

Martin Wfeale. director of the 
National Institute of Econom- 
ic and Social Research, and 
chairman of a statistics users 
group, is researching the ques- 
tion of whether or not it would 
be better for the Chancellor and 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land to meet quarterly rather 
than monthly. Bur be would also 
like the ONS to puL health 
warnings- on different categories 
of statistics. “If you knew there 
was a margin of uncertainty, you 
would not respond so much to 
the most recent data.” he says. 

That, at least, might be how 
a rational academic would react 
to knowing that setting policy is 
not onjy hampered by the need 
to rely on forecasts - having to 
steer using the rear-view mirror 
- but also bv uncertain data - 




a misted rear windscreen. 

However, apart from the 
brief flirtation with pure mon- 
etarism in the early 1980s when 
the only thing that determined 
interest rates was bow fast the 
(fairly accurately measurable) 
money supply was growing, pol- 
icy makers have preferred to 
nuke policy as often as they can. 
With the current monetary 
arrangements, fine-tuning is 
back with a vengeance. Mr 
Clarke decides to move interest 
rates a quarter point because of 
a margin of 022-03 per cent in 
quarterly GDP growth to hit an 
inflation target two years hence. 

The folly is not that statistics 
get revised That is inevitable, 
and the UK's statisticians are 
better than most. It is the fact 
that politicians still think they 
can handle the economy with 
the precision of a mechanic fol- 
lowing a blueprint. 

Interest rates should go up 
this week. If they do noL they 
should go up next month in- 
stead The is because mast of the 
data over the past several 
months have pointed to growth 
well above trend The GDP 
figure published between now 
and the next monetary meeting 
will not make any difference. 


Our heartiest congratulations 
to Peter Rodgers, our very 
own financial editor, who has 
just been appointed chief 
press spokesman for the Bank 
of England 

To be precise. Mr Rodgers 
w31 become Secretary of the 
Bank of England succeeding 
the present incumbent. John 
Footman. 

As such. Mr Rodgers will 
become part of the Governor 
Eddie George's famed 
“raised eyebrows 7 *, the 
mechanism by which the Old 
Lady of Tbreadneedle Street 
indicates her displeasure to 
City institutions with a quiet 
word in the right ear. 

The last journalist to be 
hired as press officer by the 
Bank was Bernard RickaCson- 
Hatt, the Bank's press officer 
from 1941 to 1958. who was 
recruited from Reuters where 
he was managing editor. 

Under Mr Footman, an 
emollient pipe-smoker, the 
Secretary's office merged with 
the press office - so Mr 
Rodgers becomes the first 
fully-fledged Secretary to be 
hired from outside. Montagu 
Norman, the celebrated 
Governor of the Bank earlier 
this century, is said to have 
offered the job to TE 
Lawrence, Lawrence of 
.Arabia, who refused. Kenneth 
Grahame. author of Wind in 
the WiBonvs was also a 
Secretary. 

Mr Rodgers, 53. read 
natural sciences at Cambridge 
before joining the Oxford 
Mail as a trainee journalist in 
1966. Since then he has 
worked on the Sunday Times, 
Guardian and the 
Independent, which be joined 
seven years ago. He assures 
me he wion't be required to 
wear a pink frock coat, and 
h afflin gly declined to 
comment about the direction 
of interest rates. 



Friends have speculated 
whether this eariy, traumatic 
contact with an insurance 
salesman has caused in part 


his vocation for regulating 
them, as a form of revenge 


them, as a form of revenge. 
He's certainly missed a trick 
letting Beneficial Bank get the 
coveted budgie card account. 


Peter Rodgers is heading 
to the Bank of England 


Harvey is an ambitious man. 
.He recently told one of my 
colleagues that when he goes 
on holiday, he doesn’t really 
see it as relaxation. 

He and his family like to 
set themselves goals or 
targets at the beginning of 
each day. Norwich employees 
can anticipate a fun time 
ahead 


Ian Byatt, water regulator, 
manages to chann the pants 
off MPs on the Trade and 
Industry Select Committee 
(not literally, I hasten to add). 
As he's being grilled about the 
water industry one MP 
remarks that Mr Byatl is 
drinking bottled mineral water. 

To which Mr Byatl gleefully 
points out that he'd recently 
insisted on lap water before 
the Environment Select 
Committee. “I drink tap 
water all the time myself,** he 
says, to which one MP * 
mutters: “Thai explains 
everything." 


The Budgerigar Society is 
launching its own Visa card. 
We've had credit cards issued 

by everyone from the Law 
Society' to football clubs, even 
by London Irish Rugby Club. 

Now budgie lovers can 
“demonstrate their love for 


budgerigars to the outside 
woria - as well as the chance 
to take advantage of a credit 
card that compares very 
favourably with those 
available from the high street 
banks’*. So says the card's 
issuer, American-owned 
Beneficial Bank. 

This reminds me of a tale 
told by Mike Abrahams, 
compliance officer at Barclays 
Bank's financial services arm. 
.and previously head of 
compliance at the PLA. 

As a child. Mike had a pet 
budgie which liked to perch 
on top of a door. One day an 
insurance salesman called, 
slammed the door shut - and 
squashed the beloved budgie 
stone dead. 

Mike was only told the truth 
years later by his mother. 


The appointment of Richard 
Harvey as successor to Allan 
Bridgewater as group chief 
executive of Norwich Union 
confirms once again that Mr 


BAT Industries and Imperial 
Tobacco might like to take a 
leaf out of Philip Morris's 
book. The biggest cigarette 
maker in the world is seeking 
to get around new restrictions 
on tobacco advertising by 
launching its own record 
label 

Philip Morris has quietly 
been preparing a big launch 
of its label Woman Thin g 
Music, named after the ad - 
slogan for its Virginia Slims 
cigarettes: “It’s a woman / 
thing.*’ 

The company plans to 
flood the market with loads 
of CDs by largely unknown 
female artists. The CDs will 
not be on sale at record 
stores, however. 

They will be given away 
free with two {racks of 
Virginia Slims in special 
packages, which will be 
available in supermarkets and 
other outlets. 

UK companies could do 
the same with a band like the 
Spice Girls. The Nicotine 
Girls has a certain ring to it. 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 


Interest Rates 
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Cricket 

MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Palmerston North 
NZ Select X) 138 and 25-1 
England 427-8 dec 


Nasser Hussain yesterday ad- 
mitted England's batsmen did 
not apply themselves in Zim- 
babwe as well as they should 
have done. 

The England vice-captain 
promised New Zealand would 
see a completely different team 
from that which ended the 
opening leg of this winter's tour 
m such disarray. "New Zealand 
players like Otris Cairns will 
have looked at the results of the 
last couple of one-day games 
and wondered what was hap- 
pening as they have been over 
in England and seen us play. 

“They know we are decent 
cricketers and lhal those last cou- 
ple of games were a bit of a blip. 
1 think we should have applied 
ourselves a bit mare in Harare 


as batsmen, but in Test terms 
only in the first innings of the 
Harare Test do 1 think we let our- 
selves down as a batting unit.” 

Hussain returned to form 
here with 139 as England piled 
up 427 for 8 declared for a first- 
innings lead of 289. With Alec 
Stewart making 153 and John 
Crawley an effortless 35. it also 
put into sharp relief the batting 
struggles of Mike Atherton. 

M It should he blatantly clear 
the team are 100 per cent behind 
Mike Atherton at present." 
Hussain added. “He's a class 
player and a top captain, and no- 
body has said anything against 
him. I know as 3 batsman peo- 
ple around you may try m lift 
you. but you must do it yourself 
and Mike has steel. Wc would 
not be at all surprised if he went 
to Auckland fur the first lest in 
a week or so and made a ton.” 

Atherton, who made seven 
when England's innings began 
on Monday and who has passed 
50 just once this winter, is un- 
Jikey to gel another chance to 


bat here, and bolh he and Gra- 
ham Thorpe will be desperate 
for a big score in Hamilton 
where England play Northern 
Districts. 

Thorpe lobbed up a simple 
catch to midwickeL splicing a 
pull, after making just sl\ from 
16 balls. Hussain and Stewart 
added 205 before the Surrey 
captain retired hurt with a phan- 
tom hamstring injury during 
the mid-aftemonn drinks break. 

Stewart had been the initial 
aggressor after resuming on 75 
with England 154 for 3. In all. 
he struck two sixes and 2tl fours 
in an innings which confirmed 
his tine form after a successful 
time in Zimhaiiwe. 

Hussain accelerated in clas- 
sic fashion during the course of 
his innings. His first 50 took 135 
balls, hut in all he faced 23b de- 
liveries - his last 3V runs occu- 
pied only 26 halls - with three 
successive Tours preceding his 
dismissal to a skied 1 finish at the 
off-spinner Paul Wiseman. 

England's declaration left 


the Select XI with only 55 min- 
utes hatting at the end of the 
third day. but Dominic Cork 
struck an important blow by 
having the prospective Test 
opener, Craig Spearman, 
caught in the gully as he sliced 
a drive at on a way-swinger. 

flwl iiav 1 * lour: Ercianrf won rcra 

NZ SELECT XI - FJrdt fimfngs 139 iC WhRO 

4-151. 

ENGLAND - First Innings 

lOuemitfn: 154 for 31 

»A J Siewun rviuco hurt ...._ 153 

N Hu»an c Home o wseirun 139 

G P Thorpe- c Monnan o *\»w«y 6 

J P CraWey c hmnroy p Moroson -35 

C White c Shc-jfFvin d Wteoraari 10 

D G Con. not out . a 

CEw SiMJiwood c V.njfJ’an t> Momson .4 

Extras ito? n>4 no»> ?0 

Total (for a dec UOS owns) 437 

FaB (cant): 4-321. 5-411. 6-423. 7J23. 
ft-427. 

DM not bat PC R T uinciL 
Bowing: Manvrfin 38.5-6-81-4; Kenneth 
21 3 »-2. V3uff*n 22-4-84. 0; Wiseman 
ir- 2 -83-2; Hasiam 25-7-900. 

NZ SELECT Xf - Second (mings 

C J Spearman c AUvttmi b Cod. C 

B A Pocach not out 11 

lA C Rtrore not out S 

Extras .0 

Total (tar 1, 14 overs) 25 

Fall: 1-6. 

To bat: L G Howen. u a Nome. -M i Gtkb- 
bald i. J T C Vauphan. P i WKoman, M J 
Hjsiaiii, R J Kinnedv. D K Morrison. 
Bowling: Con. 6-117-1: C.wdch 5-3-3-0. 
Sititiwwm 3-1-441: Tutneii 14) 1-0. 
Lfmplros: $ Dunne and D Queued. 



Briton to design 
Sydney course 


Alec Stewart puds to leg on his way to a century in 
Palmerston North yesterday Photograph: Empics 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY ' 

Mike Eihcriugion-Smiib was in 
Australia yesterday when it was 
announced that he has been 
chosen to design the cross- 
country courses for the Olympic 
three-day evenls in Sydney. He 
was, needless to say. inspectin'! 

the venue for the competitions in 

which he will be chiel examiner. 

Hugh Thomas, the only other 
Brilon to have filled this role, 
made about IS trips to Seoul 
where he designed the excellent 
cross-country fences for the 
1988 Games. He found the 
experience both daunting and 
exciting. 

“The Olympics are normally 
held oo new sites and you only 
have one chance to gel it right," 
Thomas said. “So it will he quite 
a challenge for Mike, but l‘m 
sure he'll do a very good job." 

Eifieringion-Snuth. a former 
competitor, has vast experience 
of designing courses on huh 
sides of the Atlantic and in 
Australia, where he took over at 
the Fairbridge event in f‘W\ At 


home, he has been responsible 
for the courses at Blenheim 
Palace since the first three-day 
event was held there in 1990. " 

“Blenheim was a virgin site, 
as it were. I had to' decide 
where every single thing would 
go." he said. The experience 
should stand him in good sLcad 
as he sunvvs ihe hilly rirgtn site 
for the 2000 Olympics. 

As in Atlanta where separate 
team and individual contests 
were held for the first time, two 
different courses will be re- 
quired. Thai increases the work- 
load. hut unlike Thomas in 
South Korea, he will at least he 
working with people who know 
something about the sport. As 
an additional advantage, ihe 
course builders will include two 
Englishmen - Alan Willis and 
his son. James. 

Alan Willis began building 
fences at Badminton \ where 
Thomas is now director and 
course designer I back in 1 S»t>n 
and he is now a well-respccied 
master of his era ft. E theringhm- 
Smiih will gladly rely on his sup- 
pL)rt and expertise as he faces 
his greatest challenge to date. 


Revoque is top of juvenile class 


; truth 


John Wiilcock 


;n :cr 3 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Revoque won his first con- 
frontation of 1997 with Bahhare 
yesterday. Peter Chapple- 
Hyam's colt was placed at the 
summit of the International 
Classifications and rated 21b su- 
perior to the unbeaten Bahhare. 

While Chappfe-Hyam cele- 
brated this victory in the two- 
year- old section while on 
holiday, the John Dunlop camp 
of the runner-up appeared to 
lake defeat very well. “We 
wouldn't have any arguments 
with the assessment because on 
,a line through In Command it 
• does appear he is slightly infe- 
rior," Marcus Hosgood. the 
trainer’s secretary, said. Con- 
solation is available in another 
set of figures, the Tbte’s ante- 
post list, which has Bahhare at 
3-1 and Revoque three points 
longer for the 2,000. Guineas. 



| INTERNATIONAL | 

j CLASSIFICATIONS || 

I Hone . • 

Rating (h® 

TVWPfEAR-OLDS 

Revoque 

123(55^kg) 

Bahhare 

121 (55.0) 

Bahamian Bounty 

119(54.0) 

Mejdrlen -. 

119(54.0) 

EasycaR 

118(53.8) 

Zamkidar 

118(53^) 

ki Command 

117(53.0) 

Indian Rocket 

127(53.0) 

Muchea 

217(53.0) 

Air Express 

129(523) 

Mantovani 

' 119 (52.5) 

Medacriy 

119(524) 

Musical Pursuit 

129(52-5) 

Pas De Reponse 

126 (52.5) 

THRGB-YEAR-OLDS - . 1 

HeBssio 

134(90.5) 

Made Of Esteem 

133(009) 

BdsraSham 

131 (53.5V 

Skip Away 

230(59.0) 

BfouMnde 

127 (573) 

Even Top 

126 (57.0) 

LouasDuatorze 

129(57.0) 

Unbridled's Song 

126 (57.0) 

Vanks Music 

128 (57D) 

AsMoriani 

125 (56.5) 

Zagreb 

125(56.5 ) 

f rotat YEAR-OLDS AMD UP J 

Ctftri 

135(01.0) 

HaMng •• 

- 129(58.5) 

Pentfre 

129(58.5) 

Anahaa 

127(57.5) 

Soul or Ihe Matter 

• 127 (57.5) 

RESULTS \ 




Vs -a- l 

«j-' -lev -. 


-V. 




WOLVERHAMPTON 
1>H>! 1. PRIOIO FWMA (S Sandere) 7-4 
tac Z Evwikig bn Paris 5-2: 3. ®*>M Lmca 
7-1. S bl 2%, IV*. (SrlMart Prescott. Ne»- 
makaj. Tot*: £2-60; £L1D. £1.10. £3.00. 
DF: £6.10. CSF: £7.26. 

1 j. QALAPWO (M HmfiW) U-4; 2. 
EnroOnk Tha Lad 20-1; 3. ZrtW lOLlO 
■sb. 5-4 tav Greenspan 5, 6. tGBrav- 
ay. Newmaha). Tote £4.70; LL40E3JM. 
£2.20. OF. £46.20. CSF : £49.54. 7«c 

a. OM-HA BOff (A WhatarO 6-1: 2- 
S ter Uses 3 2-t 3. Warnous 14-L ttw. 
84 favCetesual Cue* i6thj. L 10- 
Keflesaj-. WMcomlW). Tote: £6.90; ££,«>■ 
£380, £5 JO. DR £4&70. CSF: £7Z5L Tn- 
cast £906.44. Too £30.10. 

3Jft a. GOLDEN HADESt (A C»K) 4-7 
tav; 2. Noufart 7-1; 1 Aatfesey Se« iWw 
14-1, 8 ran. 8, 3‘fi. <M 
Tote £L90; £130. £120. 0.80. Dft £790 
CSF: £6.49. TrtCMt £32.76. lfKX £15.40. 
NR: NurrCffig Ground. 

a40:l-F»GUAtJOwn f i) 5 " 3 i , J^ : f' &n ' 
polal Garden 3-1: 3. My 6W 16-J- 8 ran. 
5-2 jr-tw Come Too Mamma a. IV*. 3. U l 
tens. Melon Mountf. Tb» 

£L30, £a3Q. OF: £8.oa CSF: CU-39- 

400: L FOOT BATTALION (F Lynch) 41, 
2 . Uto» B» jn- 1 : 3. EndWlHfl* »e 
7 ibl 11-4 tav Nomore Mr NkaSW ffinl- 
2%. 5. <R HoAnsteSd. Uppef 
Pi 3Q- £Uo, EX 20. 0f’> £20-5°- 
£3&96. 

Ptacepot £209.7a QV«lpaeC24.20. 

Ptoe 8s £306.15. Ptaoe Si £20i .97. 

I The mating s at Huntingdon 
and Windsor were abandoned be- 
cause of frost • 
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Bahhare. who is owned by 
Sheikh Harudan AJ Makiouni, 
was afforded some winter sun 
in Dubai but is now hack board- 
ing at Arundel. “At the moment 
we’re just barely cantering 
them, but Bahhare is in good 
form,” Hosgood added. 

In Command himself won the 
Dcwhurst Stakes to earn a rat- 
ing of 1 17. the lowest mark for 
a winner of that race since Dr 
Devious in 1991. Barry Hills, In 
Command’s trainer, can cheer 
himself with the fact that the 
good doctor went on to win the 
Derby. 

British juveniles became as 
welcome in France as the na- 
tion's meat products last year 
when 11 of tne 19 two-year-old 
pattern races were surrendered 
to the visitors from across La 
Mandie. Pas De Reponse, who 
captured the Cheveley Park 
Stakes, was the only horse to 
make a successful journey in the 
other direction. 


The classifications suggest 
two-year-old racing is becoming 
increasingly uncompetitive 
(there are fewer horses reach- 
ing the qualification level) and 
this malaise is heightened by the 
small numbers representing 
France. Racing there is suffer- 
ing from the top horses being 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Plum First 
(Ungfield 4JOO) 

NB: Lobster Cottage 
(Ludlow 2.40) 

concentrated among an elite 
group of owners and trainers. 

France does, however, pro- 
vide the top-rated three-year- 
old in Helissio, who. with the 
exception of Suave Dancer, is 
considered to be the best Prix 
de i’Arc de Triomphe winner of 
the last 10 years. The commit- 
tee is still undecided about his 
true merit following Olivier 


UNGF1ELD 


130 A1 Held 
ZOO Milos 
230 Supreme Star 


HYPERION 

3-00 Invocation 
330 Passage Creeper 
4 j 00 Phan First (nb) 


GOING: Standard. STALLS: I mile - ouUsJdi*: remainder inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Middle usually an advantage in Of rucra. 

i LeJUaand, sharp rc-unc (EquUrarfc aurfaiv). 

C-oorse is south-east of nwn on B2W48. UnffkU suuton (oetxxd by London Victoria) 
acUoIra course. ADMISSION: One enclosure ifi. CAR PARK: Huh £3; remainder free. 

■ LEADING TKA1NKKS WITH KUNNKBS: G L Moore - 48 wumwa from MW ninners 
gives a sareesa ixbo of I l.fllv and a k»blo ail level suite of L77£l-, A Moore - 47 %in- 
ncra, 457 nmneis, IO.:Nb.«SfiI.75; K O'SnOivma - 4 1 winners. d 10 runners, f.'< -iOS.L'4; 
8 Dow - M winntw. 32fl runnens -S39.I7. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori - 83 »uw. :«6 tidn. 31. TW, +S 1008: J Weaver - 78 
wins, 371 rate, 21.0%. +SU 00; * Cochrane - frl wiw, 383 rate, J'&V ■vSJfl.JO; T Qslm 
- 48 wins ‘MS rate, 1 5.7W, -JMi7Ti. 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: MeAnnd i2.nni; Khniir (i30V 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS; MHo« f2.u01 won hure on Thursday. Bu- 

taafeh (H-'W) won here on Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Colosae ( IOO) & Plum Fin* (I.OO'i haw been acm 
388 miles by J L Eyre (rani Sunon Bank, North Yorkshire; The Institute Boy (3X10) 
aent ^30m0es hy MlwJ Oaac trom EMn^on, North Ynrtshire. 

|1 Qh| LITTLE ACORNS SELLING HANDICAP (CUSS G) £2375 
L=r!li added lm 4f Penalty Value £2324 

1 602066- UBUDO (USA) («) [O (Isaac, Cfcu». Maro, WTjyam\ R Ugam 7 9 10 1 Stack 8 

2 500620 COtDSSE (18) (C3^ (Oemond Fteonf, L*0 J L Bwt 5 9 9 SBactey (71 13 V 

3 1125 60- CA/XOUS hURC (27) (£Df (C J Marwtf C Murray 9 93 IMonrl 

4 00400-3 WCMMONWpHma^ DBftiC 

5 0446X33 ALHaAL(9)IMsslLWaEon)jJates591 OttedtoalOB 

6 0002-55 SAPFHRE SON (7) W ID Cote) P Cterie 5 B 13 hUBM*7 

7 00610- EXTREMELY FMBUy (U9) 1C F Monbcotamll Bob Janes 4 S 13 MW&mnU 

S 002004- OOZIQI (17] (CJ IHroc^I LLtO L 8 S U F l|Odi Pj 3 Y 

9 00*05-5 WAKSPHEteuGeu^Tam) P Mooney 7 B 10 1 — IQ>*m2 

JO 426060- EASnBGE fl7) WUE Hgg) BHdtehead 88 10 Usa Watson (7) 12 

11 530604) BWakOOUS (9) tC F SpErroMiaMO G L Mcc« 4 88 RPwtenS 

12 430004) MUD»«SCY(14) WTiVOBnen) D Oftan 5 32 — GBart»el9 

13 004) BR0U6HI0NS RaJSHfl3) ftsougMi Btocxfeini*) W Uraon 4 7 10 . Jtetan OThte 4 

-13dectnd- 

MM run iwtfv 7st lOflt Tiueiantfcap wafght Bnuffttm BeSsn 7a SB. 

BETTYfi*: 4-1 Camte Marc, 9-2 Coksse, 5-1 Octten, 7-1 WurejItB, 15-2 M hete ft-1 ZBcaroon, 
1XK1 12-1 SapcUre Son, 14-1 Emcadoac, Labudd, 16-1 [flail. 

1996: Gancfe Marc S 9 1 J Weaver 12-1 fC Munad 15 ran 
FORM GUBJG 

CARROLLS MARC won T«e fimn 14 rivals last year and went on to show anprwed form by 
larxjr® a Ynwed srahos later m me same month. The rYne-year-oW an* raw won sharp- 
ened up by a run here tet monin, when he snowed a Kde promise m fintahlng a#nn u> 
Zimo Flyer in an amateurs' handeap. Jason Weaver rode Corrals Marc to both Ns wins Iasi 
year and fs beck m die saddle Today- Cotonse also won twice here eety Iasi year. Her head 
second to Rasayei at Wbhetftampon last month was a cracking effort conddetmg Golden ' 
Hadeer. who has won three times since, wee five lengths behind n third, Urt she disap- 
pomtea behind Canary Falcon there afterwards end is not one w met She «s poorly in with 
my sdecdon compared to running here last wWier. At HeW was coliared only fns*w the fi- 
nal furtong when thud to Staxeme Star here Iim5f) nine days ago (Efficacious seventh). 
That was a retien to some son of lorm tor me ex Dick hem- trained geMmg and he c an- 
aherlwW&Kin-w. Ooalem ran on t\ me last two io be tourth to Anatura m a 
10-furiong sdiar. ftrushmg a neck m from of Worspite (lib Oerter wdii EastMRh (2tb 
tetter off) a further length and Three-quarters back in seventh. The extra two turtangp win 
SofSanandVteK SdteCttamWfa^MARC 

pwwTI PENNYWISE CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) £4^)25 added 

|Z-UU| im penaftv VMue £i^S86 

1 23004-1 sexaffl COLOURS WSA) (8) OTICfi Fleer) M Pipe 7912 DHantsonA 

3 414021- )Kftlffl(IBE4CHfllS*lpiJCTWf'Nw8annes)GLMcae698— JtedyltarJB 

3 006021- SOM(Wep«)tCO)niaoSBundBS)PBu(^ 

4 00350-1 MDSmnPA^lTJltai^nBBB.-™ JVmettt 

5 664004) Ott W DE EtfE 02) (T firtwaiy) Jade PouIBn 4 B B SDm«e3B 

6 03504)6 Ota SHAKE (USA) (7) W (K Tteyfk »«y ^ S6^ 

T 40100-0 IWCtFRAItOiSEmfClCT^a^l** 8 * 5 ^ 48 - 2 

8 004000- lAH0t(27)(Deani«l4KMxy4B? — -DWBtil 

9 20W0D MBSUBB7)(CmD*Ha((JirGoU*JvPsvia5ta(i)BM6Man7fl2-ufltartwl8B 

7? MCHH.'S ROCK (Joe Ba«S lBfcoCSax*J LM1 GlMtoe481 CftdtwT 

-Udadared- 

BCTIMfi: 74 Seettd Colote 3-1 Soaking, 74 »lk>LMW«««BeaiflL ^10wStedr«,lfrl 
I £^»lk^tta^»10teNTMEyA33.1ite 
1996: uaaui fUSM U A 6 A dark 9-2 (H O'Bufcnrt 13 on 
FORM 

SmcnHi and OomOW o mite ft iminn nwul h*e MtD an wpreszawihfrtentfisuc- 
^ from Baftesa VaHey (dual scorer flnee) m a hanrtca^ He has £aen 
JSjStfSfSn Sn. The ex-Mary ReveteytramJ Second Ootoara has AM donea 

Su per Z afsouBkS^ wrt. 

Beach ftrerxd Bon Secret much mo cweriha trtp toa montti but w- 
me form W no uncavbn ima over an flw iwo fUtoies last nme. Heoowtor 
S^SaerentMufli 3 sfwi-twad beating of Mediate s not good mw* innseif.lll- 
2 sacn-ftiriond sailer last week but has more to do against bus dpposibon . Thai 
“ a return » form for^ Joe Nason's funner and Jason Weaver a&\ o t»esma 

Shadee Midy to* MHfrfihem. Selection: SUAWNG 

r _ i, j CAVEAT EMPTOR HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3300 added 2m 
\2&V penalty Value £2^18 

1 m 071-3 CHEST ALUANC£ (Bjfcsi (1S3T) UntalJ G i itarp 5 100 — fltedyMflfrtr 4 

\ Sail Hrn»ratR(a«(MisPJShaaOHi!sBSm« 

‘ sUP)?DesnW81SJ0«fC)0JW^P^S912i4« NV*leyt3)9B 

I sSi. wHASH«eism)^lI>Eam(>!to^ll*inia^H#699. JHfc«ar7 

l BnHEHOffif (HUES® B !*•***) 8 9.6 

A mm- lOda® (CW) (529) fFrar* AFanartJ Mhpe^ 9 5 JSmhaSB 

b srwer WU-EY (^7) (Oe i Pawr; ffJocttny«y) J 7 9 5 — DHantenlE 


Peslicr's Olga Korbut perfor- 
n lance at Longcftamp. “It is dif- 
ficult to judge, had his jockey not 
indulged in some remarkable 
pre-race finish celebrations, by 
just how far he may have won," 
Geoffrey Gibbs, the classifica- 
tions chairman, said. 

Shaamit, on 124, is ihe low- 
est ruled Derby winner since 
Quest For Rome in 199(1. Some 
unkind soul has begun referring 
to the Gassic as a high-class 
maiden race following (he vic- 
tories Tor seasonal debutants in 
the last two years and it does ap- 
pear that the greatest event of 
them all is becoming seen as 
much as a starling point as a 
peak of a thoroughbred’s career. 

The older-horse category and 
the title of the best horse in the 
world goes to the now-retired 
Cigar (the other celebrated an- 
imal of the Breeders’ Cup se- 
ries, Rick’s Natural Star, is a 
cruel omission). 

With the improved accessi- 


8 55010-4 COLOUltCOUN8ainR(14)fM5GMTeirmaTri3n|Rnaier4 83 lQnkre2B 

9 006353 SASSJVER (USA) (7) (P A Hesenayt P Hefewy ' 7 13 — DWng«G 

10 0W0 n«RftlH(XJSE(13] W8HaW6leylWMitaTi5 71J C Rutter M 

— 10 d8cbrcd * 

BgntNB: 11-4 vumtas faa rnmte 7-2 Hatteafefc. S-l Oniot Ubmoe. Supreme Star. 13-2 Satellite. 
5-1 Stomp Mfley, 154 Kftattr, 14-1 talbe Hooey. 25-1 tabors. 

«9&S» toman Hob 7 10 Op a® 20-1 (9 J iXSuOani 14 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

WOTTAatA MB I FS can continue he good run by Unflr\g me hai-tnck. He looked g»0 beat- 
mg Guest Alliance five lengths over course and dfciance last wne and should not be dou- 
bted to come out on tap a&n on 7D morse terms. Guest Alliance went on io be third To 
Hattaafeti on Saturday, beaten iwo tenths but enpymg a 4ib pufl now. Hattaateh was 
having nerfn* nin sinoe July, often he had been lornt* of 20 m Botnar at Ascot off a 20 
higner mark than today's, so can improve. Supreme Star wHi appreciate tne ears three 
furlongs after wrong over a mile and live nine days ago ana has every chance under the 
penalty. Stooey Ttafley has not bean newrng badly over nurtba and goes off a low mark, 
as does Khatir. who is med m termers on thrs first Rat run lor Martin Pipe. Sasstuer may 
be tbtrared by hs ptonmiy tn^ Yet Ajpm lad meek out s* ran men. Selection: WOTTA8HAMBLES 

APPLE A DAY HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,025 added BfPenai- 
L^rrJ ty Value £2^31 

1 514204 THE MsntUIE BOfif (9 (CD9 iMn 1 Acdediaivi Mss 1 Crae 7 10 0 J Weaver 2 

2 3003-21 SHARP IIP (12) £0) [Mm G M Temmenreri R Rearer 7 9 13 lQte»3B 

3 43S0-1 MVOCAIIONtU) (CD) fRKcman)GLMooral0 913 A Out 4 

4 022255 MBLDRS (12) TO 84 Heaoi-Bfcj M Heemn-Qs 4 9 7 .S Drome 5 

5 003402- ROCRIDIHETOFClfi) MsOuGaneDiKteif) f9eeftan392 A Harris 7 

6 002532 AUA2(5)(D){teJ4aniArdGa40Panraisrtpl MesGat KtfiemayTS 12— SSeadersB 

7 050014) HALBSTT (12) (CD) )9 Jertuns) P togpn 8 B 7 D R McCabe IV 

8 004006 SIB’EHIAO (BQJ (7) IJ J Bnnpl J Enct^a- 5 0 1 JUWy(5)9 

9 004000 TACHVCARDtA (12) (D) (OiEtqher Lane) R fTSUten 5 7 11. T Norton 10 

10 004QG6- BBGHT PARAS0H flB) (C) (0) iD C G Coocen Klicry 8 7 11 N Adams 8 

-10 declared' 

BETTING: 7-2 bwocatfon, Sbarp bnp, 52 Afm. 11-2 HcMis, 13-2 ftocA To Tbe Tbp, 7-1 Ike fnstt- i 
tab Boy. 12-1 Haflurt, lB-ltactqcanSa, Stvmtao, 20-1 SriRM Pantfu. 

1096: Random 5 8 12 C Rumr 14-1 tC Jomesi 13 ran 

FORM GUDE 

Sbarp btai and bMocataw won their respective drvtswns oMhe course and distance hand- ! 
leap an 4 January, me latter reenrang the shinty taster bras, in addition. Imaaroan was ! 
eased dose home with the raoe won, sohewifl be hard to beat off a 9b higher marii. Thw , 
in fw race, twaren a ienffti and ihree-quarlBrs, was ALiAZ. njnrmgon jt me end and 5fb i 
better now. He has. since finished second or 12 to Soto man & Wohrerhampton and, m the | 
son of race where taw can be Ignored, is worth the chance today. Snare Imp is in good 
torn and has the dear testing of Supertao. Tachy ca rd ia and Halbert from mat latest 
win. Manors is on a good aD-weathec nuft and his dose fifth m Step On Degas over sev- 
en fuflongs last lime, when he made Ihe running to about tna distance, rs encouraang. 
The taxtHuts Boy did n« run badly after a break smee August when fifth to subsequent- 
fy^Usquatfied Mjas over five tarionp on Tuesday. Sefectfm: ALIAZ 

roonl DOCKLANDS CARS & COURIERS MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D j £4 > go0 added lm 2f Penafty Value £3^04 

1 /3O320 DANCES WTH HOOVES (68) (V Scyieffui D firsnch Da*s 59 2 J Wearer 5 

2 004260- DOCKLANDS COMES (138) HAS Lea B MckWl 5 P 2 .S Banted 4 

3 000000 TnWFB7N0RM4N{S2)fNGttirmaniRir9Sni5 92 J Start 3 

4 550004) BROTHER ROY (M) fT G MAS) T Mils 4 9 0 — IConaAy{7)6 

5 06 NA8SlWLS(lfl(VFKeno3ilSDoBf4 90 ____A EteMr (S) 9 


6 340020 NAKHALmMsDteeWldB)DMurny5inm4 90 — 


J 7 Lynch (3) 11 


7 02020 REGAL SFLDflXMlR (CAN) (84) Ote Sarah Jones) R OStotfi 4 90 Drtamsoul 

8 0- HKHIMtlflUR«noH|)JAindd58U —ACtarkS 

9 001046 Bffl SHAN (8) (Mss tamne J Orerun) W luma 4 89 D Mc&afla [7)7 

10 60)022- PASSAGE CRSPWG fOjiPauC jaacy S C*>» a g SSmterelOE 

11 060000 SQUARE MRE WSS (18) (P R*cor| P tttrtng 4 69 JQdn2 

-11 declared^ 

BETTWQ: 54 Dances Wtth Homes. 02 Passage Creeptog. 01 Regal SpteMow. 101 HaMaL 14- 
1 Dnddsads Crerier, ItaBs Pte 101 Sqihk UM Mas. 25-1 ottos. 

1996: Todd I USA) 5 9 2 A Oark U-4 fP MiRtidi 9 ran 

FORM GUDE 

U0trfy-rxed DANCES WITH HOOVES wilbeveiy diffiadt id teal if takrgio ths surface. 
The five-veer-dd managed a fast -finishing ram m Coot Ed&> m me Doncaster Spnng Mile 
on res first start last season and goes wed fresh file unseated atthe first on rxs huirtmg 
bow at Ascot Oft 21 December). AJTw Doncaster. IW Unfitted a wngm-and-a ««il second to 
pnmo Lm at Bewdey and that was 3 smart effort conadennp. the wnner went in easiy 
anam at Tforsti next time and scared off a 171b higher mam at Haydoch *i Sepiemter. Ja- 
un Wfeawr nttes Dartres wtth Howes. Passage Crwpiog is me danger and rws mo ad- 
vantage of experience of the surface. Her defeat at (he hands Of Boyar Gafftofi looks better 
■jner that nvri lanoccl a handicap here afterwards, but she sM nas pleray to prove m re- 
captoljust 7ID from Dances With Hooves. Regal Splendour s the other to consider, hav- 
tng trace Msteo runner-up - id A<pre Hidep«^i at lercesier and Jumairan Sunset on turf 
here - when with KiJ Cote. NaMuri and DocManda CMtrter can prove best of the other 
renters, Sdoettec DANCES WTTH HOOVES 

IT a a I FREND W NEED HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4JJ25 added 7f 

l^ u l Penalty Value £2,830 

1 0442&4 STAR TALEKT (USfy W (CDJ Jo Crowfe>I S4ss C3y Nefteway 6 20 47 — J Wearer 4 

2 060203- SHARP 11 SMART (G^ (Ol) (K H Surts) B Smart 5 9 10 S Sanders 8 

3 001400 UNCASWEIJB6HO t7)ffD|(Bfva i T*fir4DawJ)WSBiiSI>)B4910J[)ilyRl® 

4 0843-03 SEAQWZ»CT(CJ?|PCa*JJ&i^'439 DHanteiP 

5 53443-3 BARBAS0N (12) (CO) (H Hit G l hkoe 590. CaddyMt«ls7 

6 006000 JUB&EE SCHOLAR (7) (Mount JiAet) it UcAiifle 4 9 0 JLjw*(3)2BE 

7 S50M-3 mifflSW»RHER17)«;jft«iJMifiMrirB4813 . 

0 00603-2 PUJMf«Sf(l®UBSM*«H&iC<8fl RU«*t6B 

g 463000 tYWS)A(44)(aeittort toaoSKsiBPaAngABS SBnwwl 

10 000300 SHAYNES DOMAM {219} (DO (B M Ftrer) R M Rwfif b 7 10 F Horton 3 B 

11 200000 WIDBGBTlU){UeJtte»IJR»j!tai4'10 ..JSBantaMSE I 

-lldedared- 

MMiwn eUffc la JOB. 7ru6 rundcap weitft Sajnej Ooman 7sr 7B. Wn Oefif 7v 3D. 

BETTOft 541 Star Tatet, 4-1 Sharp If Smart, 01 Plan First, 01 S« Dartrig, 7-1 Bariasoo, 10 i 

1 Tte Ftegr Fanner, 12-1 Laoearidre La8»od, 15-1 Tyroeere, 201 others. 

1996: Sotemg6 & 10 J Weaver 4-HP Bupyw) U tan 

FORM GUDE i 

SHARP *N SMART was tar Iram in tnnd to Deeply Vale ana Barassa VaBey m a | 

damw h« back in November, even ihougi he was Ira lengjhs adnft of that pair. Barossa | 
Vaftey has won twite sttefi and Share "N Smart wa atierWUrg to cgncsde mat mat 4t>. 
wtee Deeply Vaie was getting 91b. Sharp "N Smart's chance is rruch more cUmous bock m 
a handicap and it ts warn nonng that hfl beat tawcatnn two lengths rarer course ted tfis 

B«re on his first aat in 15S6 when rated o pound higher, Baibaaon is on a flood maift 
and is wwie wea, but he needs a taiifiw mp. He has tho beaw« tf star Tatant on run- 

nir« behrtl Speedy Oasstc last rnorth. However. Star TaJ&n is capable of tener man he 
showed mere. He puled tad at Wi*«marnpran ust time but Snahad u gxo effect m 
tounn befimd Anonym and Jason Weaw takes over from Angela Gallmore. Plum first nas 
been running wel on Fjtjfesand, gwig down four tengms m second u> Pleasure Tnck last 
bme m a Southwell race mat B vvoriung out wen. Sotectton: SHARP N SMART 


LUDLOW 


bilily of world events and the de- 
cline in stallion fees (he num- 
ber of older horses kepi in 
(raining is increasing, but nev- 
ertheless the removal of Cigar 
will leave a void. 

The big horse has joined the 
American legends such as 
Forego and Kelso as an animal 
who topped his category in 
consecutive years. “Accepting 
(he ability, courage and dura- 
bility he has consistently 
demonstrated it is not unrea- 
sonable, in that he is markedly 
superior in character and qual- 
ity, to define him as a great." 
Gibbs said. 

2.000 GUINEAS fNewmattK. 3 May} Tote 
3 1 Bahhare. 6-1 Revoque. 10-1 indiscreet. 
16-1 Meaaafy. Puna. 201 Entrepreneur, In 
Command. Majonen. Marnovaii. Musical 
Pursuit, Poteen. Zarrvmar, 25-1 others. 

1.000 GUINEAS iNewmartiet. 4 May) Tote: 
3-1 Sfeepvtme, 6-1 Maor*0i Paradise. 7-1 
Reams CH Ueree, 101 Dazde. De Reponse. 
12-1 Reel River, fyefan. 14-1 Yashmak. 16-1 
Khassah. Ssreyr. 20-1 others. 

DERBY (Epsom. 7 June) Toie: 14-1 Entre- 
preneur, Happy Valentine, 20-1 Bahhare, 
Medaaiy. Yortehte. 25-1 Higi toller, Indis- 
creet. Memonse, Shaya, 33-1 others. 


TAUNTON 


HYPERION 

jL20 Vision Of freedom 2L50 D'Naan 220 EVAN- 
GELICA (nap) 2-50 Edgenioor Prince 3-20 Bride- 
park Rose 3.50 Ultimate Smoothie 4.20 
Pridewrood Pricker 

INSPECTION: 7.4Bam 
GOING: Good in Firm [Good in plaresi. 

■ Rifthl-hand ecrureu. Run-in of lMiyds. 

■ Cihiw s S of unrri ixi B31 70. Taunton raflwaj'«SLkui m - miles 
awa)' ADM1SSIOIS: McrteorvS 1 1 ; Paddock S9; C«uic c4 course 
Sff. CAE PARK: Conin of course W; remainder free. 

ssll^l 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nordic Brcne ()O0>: ChlU 
Heisbu CI-ftbL 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Benkaranm U JMl hu been sent 
ir.1 mlji» ty K llrJlre*uad from Llpper Longtan, jaaffoofchirc. 

a on I levy board January conditional 

JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£2925 added 2m 3f HOytfs 

1 120144 VSM OF FREEDOM (SQpP Raven 9 11 10 JUKavana0i 

2 493-132 HORDiC BRSZE (71) (BF) U Ftps 5 11 7 BHoM(S)B 

3 05100.' BOS) SINGER (MJPtiaiOer5110 JTHartand 

4 S2F33 FLEUR DE1AL(49) WTunerG 10 13 IFW(5) 

5 40P.111 BtHOJHBTON SAM (NZ) (44) A FbbDS 9 lfl 8 OBotch 

6 332351 ZMGBAR Ofl) JB odlty 511 )2 J#ctoH Bmaa 

BETIRffi: HMtfe Breeze, 01 Boftteftoa Sam, 02 Fleur de M, 01 

Em Siog/n, VWoa of Freedom. 01 Tlngbm 

1~t=ril PtCKERDffi SBOWG HURDLE (CLASS G) 
J - ou ) £2,375 added 2m 3f 

I 4605 AD0MSB QS) D Dswaffl 5 11 5 PHoflcy 

! coo BABA SAU (24)? few 6 115 Hr R DwntM (6) 

J 44-? A JRaSTCVERE 0U Ito G 5 11 5. ... J> Bli%»ater 

4 FPF WKTOUieL0RY(29)D&i«ti5115 WAHoUsirerfli 

5 PMCE RWQLF w Tuner 5 11 5 HWMogmd) 

6 &C4 SMLEY FACE p9) ff togs 5 11 5 — JH<lrtF[7) 

7 1 0NAAH (2% (D) U Rde 4 11 0 APUcCoyB 

8 0 ROSEOFaMI [322) 5 PsengS 110 RtoreM 

9 ODCfW WXfflLANDS SffiRfiY (27) ? PaflBAl 6 11 0....C U c« a% o 

10 u AAYASAJCSA (FR) (SI) A (ftscamce A 10 r _^~f Oiteme 

II 0 BEMURQSMI (34) R HcflsSieao 4 10 7 teyl«m 

12 P46 MUUW CE7} K Bsfiop 4 JO 7 RGieeae 

13 600 S4»IR0a(En , fM?ltaWY4J0 7...~ 5 Ryan [5) 8 

14 CONTRACT BRIDGE ? lAlfA 4 10 2 .WHAM 

-Udedared- 

BET7Wfit 54 tntan 7-t Adawis, Cariaei Bridge, M B Ttariewre, 
Salay Rkb, 12-1 Baba Sam. 201 otben 

rnToft] STEPHEN LITTLE AND DICK REYNOLDS 
lr~J B00MWKBRSHANDIW (WASH (CLASS 
B) £KM>00 added 4m 2f llflyds 

1 32U7-5 XSlESfflN J47) (CD1 H Marios 11 12 0 A Dovtog [7J 

2 4614-23 HAVE 70 DM (33) P tacts 9 11 9 DBrHpveter 

3 532114 EWtRCB*A|U6A)(4fl)«ni»7115_ AFHcCpy 

4 115634 SUWEY BAY CO) fQ r> Pich*: 11 13 4 PHlde 

5 11223-1 BADASTAH (45) ? HaUs & 10 ID QTooneyB 

6 P23P-U WOODLANDS BOY (41) R Cuts 9 100 -JIW* 

7 6-12233 FROZEN DB0P (35) P ftchnns 10 10 0 SFox 

6 01P.343- DfSnUATlOH (4®) G ?d*3nS 12 10 0—1* R TlBretoc (5) 

9 506004 lHOOUAM3SGENHRE{3S)PPAdta 12l00XUm(|faB 

10 50P005 MASHED HARIW (9 P ftxHail 6 10 0 JiBmtDB 

-10 Declared- 

MSnmwn eeg^ ICfet Tne nantftap ire^fln liuoodandj Sw 5 Frosn CWp 
9sr Ito, Ostfflswi Sa HtKsbta Gemre 7a 2b, Mx&c Martin 6a HJb. 
BETTING: 02 ton Te Utah, 7-2 Emnftfcn, 01Batat«A Surtey Bay. 
&1 WeMfiandx Boy, 01 Frottn Drop, MReetde. 301 otter* 


HYPERION 

UO Fitzwfflasn 1.40 Rastini Gold 2JU God Speed 
You 2-40 Danttfs View 3-10 First Cracfc 3^40 JoJ- 
ly Boat 4.1D Shebang 

INSPECTION: 7 Mam 
GOING: i tuo>i tu Firm ifirm m |>lacvsl 

■ Rutht-luivi c-ourv i.Tum; i-outh,- Ice. slurp btaicK. 

■ Tuutm: is MV i-J unm off A 1!». La Bmc ruuun IT krrfard - Shrews- 
bury lirx-) Um. ADMISSION: Club A 1 1 1 uxompanicd under- IGs 
ftvu r. TaUmalLs 59. Gulin* i.'i. CAR PARK: Free 

rsBii^i 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Pnsnkr Sur 1 1. to t, Bold Acre I i tOL 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS; FhrlelghBtdklBiillDA WMte !H- 
mnoBd(.).m>scc:ribinLiy Miy-LVKm^rtl frum .VbhBBhore.TxysMt 1 . 

|l in| MARSHBROOK MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,000 added 42m 

I O BREU IHE RULES (5E) It ftp? 5 11 8 CMwte 

3 02 UR (MBCY (34) F water 5118 RBtSanqr 

3 4 TOCY BRNIHWAOE pfi) UsPWhm)e5 11 8 it WAeit (7) 

4 5 QUESTAN (S3) M toe 5 11 8 G Son*) (71 

& RED LANE J Dowies 7 11 6 JlrADdoa 

6 00 STBflFS WONDER p7) B Lkw^r, 7 118 -Mr J L LJewlyn 

T 4505 BEST FREND (541 J Curtis 5 U 3 Den* 

6 THE GOES OK ft to«e 5 11 3 TDascaBbep) 

9 2 HIZMJJAM (USA) (35) (BF) I Baking 4 10 10 — G Bradey 

10 80 hOQ£ COLOISS (34) S Gntttrs 4 10 10 HrJJnins 

II ALSIDVB) a frettn 4 105 XPbpmP) 

U MEGS MEMORY A SOWST 4 10 5 TEky 

-Udedared- 

BETDNG: U-4 Hr Darcy, 01 RtzaAam, 02 Percy BnUtwratte, 01 Qecs- 
tee, B-l Break Ihe Rtees. 14-1 Best Wend, 16-lottera 

|1 4A| NEENTON SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
l ,t rgVi (CLASS G) £2400 added 2m 

1 333FOF DENOMUTON (USA) (44) (D) W Pipe 5 11 10 — C Maude 

2 345140 UTILE HOOUftAN (37) R bcqgra 6 U 4 — T Desecrate (31 

3 F135-P6 ASIML MKASBN (54) (Q G McCaut 5 11 4R Hobson (7) B 

4 004 TK IH TOO (38) A Carol 5 1013.—. Wtfcratoo 

5 P5106-C' UUADHAL(nq(27)PKaEtaB108 

6 5343 fflSIHf eoto (28) ut*m 5 10 7 JlAfitffnU 

7 FS43-06 1H9ATWES (38) F JontanS 10 0 LAspell 3) 

8 40IY52 COSMIC STAR (85) P VAnkMXtft 7 10 0 X AbpMli (7) B 

9 tTOG FBamSDWp47)hWlneiw7100 IRpoB 

10 450643 SCALP ’Bi (57) Dr P PniclOTl 9 10 0 DrP Pritchard 

11 006040 AGA3fSTTHECLDCX(S7)PBa>ien5100. RJotesw 

- U declared - 

Mramum nofft: lOsr. True «(^ic Wwn Times 93 L3E. Coanr Sar 9sr lift 
flnwdsr Star 7ft. Scat Bn 9a QB. Ajjaina The Ctort 9s 30. 

BETTING: 01 DenoudnatAm, 4-1 ASM tewstan, 01 Faster Gold, 01 
Tee Toe Too. 7-1 Tfieer Tines. 01 Coatee Star, 101 otters 

IsTTnl ■anbury handicap chase (class d> 
£5^00 added 3m 

1 121-422 HVBJSGHBUUSpam&fesLVAjsGdlDUO-AThonftan 

2 UUF1 MFBWLMMME(39)PD)MsViMRns7U5JtWataes(ii 

3 3J0F33 BEU, BMBBt (SS) (C) (pi R BucMer 10 U 3 State 

4 132P26 ANDRELOfT (31} (D) P Bner ID U j R Johusor B 

5 M2135 QARKOAIt (40) (C5JCWW 11111 Derek^ree 

6 1P4-J23 COOIREE (43) 8? P tavls 9 11 Q MAFb&m 

7 330112 G0OSPS)\ai(2()(CDBF)CUntrtB105_MtKanre^B 

8 32-2352 RWIIIUS COURSE (2IQJNr«B 100 .TJUrapby 

9 4/54215 PANT U1N tt4) (0) F Jordan 11 10 0 LAspte<3) 

-Sriedorwf- 

MWmumjlOs. t/u? \xvtgts: Ftrnmes Ltnase J3». Pam Uh 8a 13*. 

KTTWG: 7-2 tapmal Vtatage, 4-1 God Speed Too, Wte Briefed, 01 Cue*- 
net FMdfih Bteda, 7-lPortew Dourer 01 Anrtefc*, 13-1 otters 


2 40] longmyno novice handicap chase 

— 1 (CLASS E) £4400 added 2m 

1 0-3::).” SCOTTISH BUffil (271 (p®F) i* -0 12 j 

- - - - . — ... A Ttondoo 

2 TO2«U HOLY WANDERER (USA) C4i T jf.f. .0 Hog® ;3| 

3 431 OAfflTS WEWIUSAJ (291 D O'SiAvan 

4 FFU1-F3 10BSIER COTTAGE (431 ft» «. ii'.', -it 10 11 . . SUeNeffl 

5 103 -(CP (* HYGHJC (41) m K arm-jnc 7 :o j . .RGarntty 

5 25-K5 - J BOLD ACNE (27)j 7 10 c - XMnsmB 

7 602364- QAHA-S COURSE 031W.t=i i V.rirvi 10 0_. .TJUamftj 

8 J4103J NORDSW SNGER (27) (BF) ft KH.M 7 100 

>.J TDaseornbed) 

9 0451-57 ICE MAGIC (72) F iat*.-. 1013 C B Fenton V 

10 OW MJNSON (26) R Chrtiri S 10 Cl— -BPemfl 

-lOdecteed- 

Mietten aegre Ido. five tonhcaa 5 as 4ai- 13:. Cvti Cxi iw 

9sr 1 VL. K&Vem Z # ger 9a it. ta 93 tr-S Vu rsM k£ Utt 

BETTING: 02 Holy Wanderer, 3-iSraCfch Ban*u 01 Dade's View,Wdv 
ontegef, 7-1 Bckf Acre, Louter CUtqge, 13-1 otters 

•q Tn WELSHPOOL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £3/?00 added 3tn 2f 110yds 

I 13216P HSTERBUVC (2B)(D)RUe 7 1110.. —_.Jt Johnson 

3 F -01120 QUEENS AWARD (33) ft ductile) 3 11 10 BPowel 

3 2fr5T2F' BRfMXET HOUSE fTfRnCjnr, 10 II B OWaOA 

4 03- lUR. DERRMG BRBJGE (173) (O M> S limson 7 U 4 

.Affwrntnn 

5 545M.F WESTBB.Y GALE 150) (BR fi H^tsewi 7 11 4 

JIAIto&taU 

6 05454 EVE210RUPD |3B) N Unmaten 5 11 5 — IRKaran^iV 

7 32UP4 FtRST CRACK (43) [C] F litiri 14 11 2 S Wynne 

0 5P-1P40 1l6ERCUtW|35)(DlAto»U10U-JlrGSheiikxi(7) 

9 R22P32 RARE SPREAD (30) M toe 7 10 10 .JSMande 

10 0P4200 GUNMAKER (24) B Uevdivn 8 10 4 NWBamsM 

II 050350 AWESTRUCK flSJBPWw 7 100- TJudsB 

12 firPOOP-P CRAVAIE (RQ (38) P tote 7 10 0 M llotte (7) 

- 12 fledged - 

titnmm negne 10a. True merits: Aneancfi 9a 3Jff Oarae 9fi 1£>. 

BETTING: 3.1 Bento Ruto, 01 Queen's Anti, Rat Spread, 74 Mister 
BMe, 01 Hger Ctw, Westerty Gale, 12-1 often 

Io Art! TELFORD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£44X)0 added 2m 4f 

1 QCFPP- AEOLUN (2S0) Ate: P Wan? S 115 JCMHwtfT) 

2 013/0P3 ARABIAN BOLD (24) ft Juchss 9 U 5 .WMamon 

3 4PP INCH atPEBOft (56) ACaittf 7 li 5 .TJHmpfiy 

4 4U JOLLT BOAT (27) F Jcn&i 10 11 5 S Wynne 

5 3063U6 MERRYWLL GOLD [701 J CurnsO 115 DensA &m*c 

6 333346 WHITE DIAMOND (38) Mss. LVRlsmD 911 5 ..JBFcnerV 

7 B03 SNOWDON UY (34) P Wawrfuti EHBtenl(3) 

- 7 - 

BETTING: 74 Arabian BoM, 2-1 Jody Boat, &1 Wtite Dtenond, 10-1 AdcLi 
E mperor, Snowton Lily, 101 Mexiybffl Gold, 33-1 Anolaa 

WEADCRBYS *S1ARS OFTOMORROW NH 
FLAT RACE £1^00 added 2m 

1 5 BLOWING ROCK (28) R Dctai 5 11 5. XAizpwi(7) ! 

2 CERTAIN SHOT G UcCoxt 6 11 5. .JLMotaon[7) 

3 ftSAHAHHJFE M Hammard 6 11 5 R Bums (71 

4 JMSUE ems fill 5 teLIay 1 

5 0-0 JUST ANDY (29) B Preere 6 11 5 Kss L Boswte (7) 

G 32 KING OF TIC BUJES (38) J Wig 5 U 5 JN£WHte(7) 1 

7 MOaffAMSJIWMNHwflewnSllS THB8SBf(7} 

8 2 SHfflANG (33) (BF) J DunJcp & 11 5 MrHDrtopf7) 

9 WELSH ASSET KlVXi^Dve 6 11 5 Jlr A WMfl (7) 

10 0 SWEET MOUNT (40) N Imstcn-Dano 5 11 0 

lSuthem (7) 

U 05- VTOV NUOVA (285) W JBAc 6 11 0 HrAMtehe* 

12 JMrSQUESIPHobte410 7 iX Moran (7) 

13 SOOEiri»IES{US4|Mtoe4»7 ^SwpIrO 

-ISdectarod- 

BETTW& 02 Stebaeg, 01 Mouitain Stem. 4-1 Society Times, 02 Ktafl 
01 Die Bfana, 7-1 ttsatenttfe, ID-1 BfoanV Rock. 12-1 otten 


fongrtl EBFNOVJCEHURDLE{QUAUCR){CLASS 
D) £3,650 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 034-1P1 EDGEMOOR PRMCE P Hcbbs 6 11 lJj AMagflre 

2 30-12 SOWS GATE (40) 0 Shenood 8 U 10 lOxburte 

3 0 HQ THEO t406) Mrs P DurteK) 6 11 D PHoBey 

4 OT06 DERRYS PREROGATIVE (24) A Oanfe 7 U 0._DBridgiia*er 

5 05P-2P MARKET AMVfCM (33); Seeanrg 7 UO-.. .JBebari G umL 

6 00 MKSSEDTHE MATCH (SO) R Bcccrt, 7 11 0 — P MdougMo 

7 (V50 SStRA NEVADA |82J P NcTioQs 6 110 0 Burrow IS) 

8 004 MCOHER WBE B9i VI Iijmar 5 11 0 J Power (7) 

9 0-0 BMNMYntEN (29) ft HoGto 6 109 CToniiBy 

ID 244-53 DTS LAST £24) M Pipe 7 10 9 A P McCoy 

U 222-M4 E1EAN0RA MUSE (411 KriBV Farsfi 7 10 9 ..Guy Lenta (3) 

12 F06PPP UU.YTIE FRLY (29) Mn Bartora ttlanngd Qeene 

13 PICCOLMA R Phfl(S 5 10 9 J Rteton 

14 OO-OP TWKEJTS CU5S (38) A Jon» 6 10 $ SCurax 

-14dedawd- 

pETTTMC: 7-4 Spring Gain. 2-1 Edtanocr Prince. 01 DCs Iw. 12-1 
Beanora Him, Serra Nevada, Weatter Wee. 14-1 Mattel Mayfeera, 
20-lottare 

r ooh l BtCKENHALL NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE ! 
(CLASS D) £4350 added 2m 3f 

1 02211-3 THE IHE CAPTAM (4S) (D) □ Shawm 10 12 0 — 

... I Osborne 

2 U5PP3P GORDON (28) P W*oer6 11 6 A Mf®*c 

3 (MU2T3 BLBDEPARK ROSE (28) P (tnenefts 9 10 12 SFra 

4 013654 CMdSrs GLB1 (35) J M Dadey 8 10 7 — 

JfctadBnmxniBlV 

5 R3265-5 OUJVH?KJCf(En'(88J C FWranfi Wo — TDTtonar(7} 

8 03RF563 WHHOW (29) Andrew Tufrefl 7 ID 0 CRae(7) 

7 053-465 JHALHS2(41J(BF) ABamnO.lDO. — Mr R Thornton (5) 

-7 declared - 

Mnirluw IDs*. Tne lundeap vetffz lAirrar 9sf 13m Mol Ftes 9sf UH 

BETTW& 04 Tbe MlM Captain. 01 BriUnpafli Row. 02 Chftfs Gten. 0 
Itaaf Fieri, 7-1 Winnow. 12-1 Gorton. Ottwr Doctett 

Iq’eaI YARCOMBE NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
J"TlJ (CLASS E) £2325 added 2m if 

1 113141 UUMAIE SMOOme (24) MPw 5 13 0,„ . 4P McCoy 

2 5W SHOW FAITH (35) P Kanrin 7 11 U )AMeCa% 

3 OS4«T ROMANS RUTTER 1400 D Bswym 9 11 9. -PHtOey 

4 306 SAiEL (35) J Mulliff 9 11 2 ..SCun 

5 3-36251 SWTA6AMl44)(tt09i»»ad5Ul 

SP(rte!4ftrtte(5)B 

6 334133 ALMAFA (77) (CO) R Hongs 5 10 13 J Hants (7] 

7 3MF64 AJH CHEANNAHHE (4^ (CD) J Mevfle 6 10 13 

OBridpioter 

8 OOU-ffi CJflU IOGHI5 (31) l\ ftivp 7 108 R Greene 0 

9 02FP43 COUNIRY MNSTREL [29] S Oxi^i 6 If' T Cfae(7) 

10 3PPW UTTl£ SHBTORD {611 M Muggandgp 5 10 6. — J tarera 

U 14552P SKRAM (41) R oa«n 4 10 8 — AM80rire 

12 506306 MRWIG BROOK (Z7)J8raosj' 5106 JUktodBreanao (51 

13 5&PN2 PAJMDEi»C£RP0)P>4rpri(6103.. — .WHcFateri 

14 EQIOW- S08ERSJIIffl(6JqMreDTh)mas31D0— QiyLw*{3) 

-lAdedaed- 

ASnirrun wetht lOd. True fiaraSafl ixagW Snder etira 9si Itte. 

8ETTM8: 5-2 Urinate Sraoottle, 01 Shew Frith, *-l Shift Afrin,.7-1 
Parade Racer, lA-lAlnapa. 12 -lComriiy Htnsfret, Fioaaw flutter, 10 
1 Steel, (01 otter* 

\AO(\\ KURLAND HAMJtCAP HURDLE (CLASS D} 

£3fi50 added 2m If 

1 331144 YUBRAIEE (USA) (50) (OH M toe 5 11 4 P McCSf 

2 111000- LE KWUMF (FR) (310) J rintfe 6 U 6 JOtffoma 

3 OOfflfrl «HE0 n«ff pat) (CU) A filllJ Gafatfior 

4 312W) FRSTCHmW(41}(ttBPa»n|81012 AMa0*e 

5 006512 PRDEWOQO PICKER (31) (CO) (BF) R free ID 10 4.,, 

D/K»teadi(Sl 

6 216643- CHANTRY HEATH (234) P ttapfi) 6 10 3 WMcFertand 

7 213122 GURRBtt PATH (29) (D) ft HdOjSS 7 10 0 J Hams (7) 

-7d*dancd- 

BETItllG: 5-2 YUxalee, 7-2 Pridewod Picker, 01 Mne ounce. 01090 
ft« Path, 01 CfMrinr BMtt. B-l *4 ttoenl, 14-1 ftst^ Century 
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With the issue of a share prospectus imminent, Newcastle 
needed to replace Keegan with a proven winner 


Almost lost in the clamour of 
Kenny Dalglish's appointment to 
succeed Kevin Keegan as the New- 
castle manager were the.somewhat 
vague, unsolicited explanations he 
gave for walking away from Liver- 
pool and Blackburn Rovers. 

Not much was made of this 
across the airwaves and in news- 
papers, but you could not help sus- 
pecting that references to 
“disasters" (Hcysel and Hillsbor- 
ough) and a matter concerning 
Ray Harford that could not be 
made public had a great deal to do 
with Newcastle's proposed share 
flotation. 

In common with the majority of 
sports journalists. I would not 
know one end of a balance sheet 
from another and the FT Index is 


an abiding mystery. However, it 
does not take a mind for these 
things to understand why 
Dalglish chose to speak more 
specifically than before about past 
experiences. 

What we are talking about here 
is the modern phenomenon of 
stock-market confidence in football 
Keegan's departure, precipitated by 
the need to declare hjs disen- 
chantment to potential investors, 
made Newcastle exceedingly 
nervous. With the issue of a share 
prospectus imminent, they needed 
to replace Keegan with a proven 
winner. 

Leaving aside quite ridiculous ro- 
mantic notions, a good question, you 
may think, is why aid Newcastle first 
approach Bobby Robson, who will 


soon be eligible for a bus pass and 
discounted travel on the railways - ’ 
The answer, we can be sure, is that 
on the strength of his achieve- 
ments, both at home and abroad in 
dab football, and as a former Eng- 
land manager who reached the 
World Cup semi-finals, Robson 
represented market stability. 

Incidentally, towards the end of 
last week, and 1 know this to be true, 
some bets were struck in the con- 
fident belief that a proposal had 
been put to Peter Beardsley. 
Whether this was the case or it was 
subsequently withdrawn is not 
known, but the odds against him 
shortened considerably. 

So to Dalglish, who did not come 
fu% into the reckoning until he met 
with Newcastle's officials on Mon- 



day. The obvious mark against him, 
one that surely disturbed the un- 
derwriting institutions, was that he 
had walked out on previous em- 
ployers. When I put this to some- 
one well versed in such things, he 
said: “If it was me I would want 
some plausible reasons. I'm not sure 


that Dalglish has gone far enough 
in explaining himself. He had to say 
something, but Tm surprised that 
nobody took him and Sir John 
Hall up on it or that the City wifi 
be entirely satisfied." 

I have found the Newcastle, Kee- 
gan saga disturbing. The impression 
last week, was that we were involved 
with a national disaster, not mere- 
ly the departure of a disillusioned 
football manager. A passion for the 
game is all well and good, but 
surely not at the expense of aO 
other issues. 

Football may have blinded past 
working-class generations to the in- 
sidious advance of social injustice, 
but in the main it remained a di- 
version from the realities of life. 
Now. instead of being a magnificent 


irrelevance, as Hugh McUvanney 
once referred to sport generally, it 
has become, worrmglv to my mind, 
an obsession. 

On the way to a match last Sat- 
urday, I heard a mournful report, 
from the streets of Newcastle ac- 
companied by a comet player's 
lament. It was as though news had 
been received of Keegan’s death. 
On televirion the faces were those 


of anxious relatives gathered at a pit 
disaster or some other terrible 


disaster or some other terrible 
calamity. Even allowing for foot- 
ball's special place in the region’s 
history and the optimism raised by 
Keegan’s inspiration, should a game 
mean so much? X don't think so. 

According to a report era these 
pages yesterday, the Fife presi- 
dent, Joao Haveiaage, has come 


around to acknowledging dial there ]Jl 
is too much professional football be- y 
ing played in the world. “Everyone, T 
players, directors, doctors, coach- 
ing staff, wants to make money , 
and for that to happen, they have : ... 
to play,” he said. Fife, he added, re- 
mains powerless to do anything: ■ 
about this. 

Everywhere the smell of money. ■ 7 
Too many matches, too much foot-, 
ball on television, too much trivia. 
Escalating transfer fees, salaries.out 
of all proportion to ability. The Cily ; 
taking over. . / 

As for Dalglish, when offered a’:- 
return to management earlier this - 
season, he claimed to be interest-. . 
ed only in a well-paid job on foe pe- 
riphery of the game. Now look whai 
he has got himself into. 




Henman aiming 


to be the dictator 


Tennis 

DERRICK WHYTE 
reports from Melbourne 


Tun Henman has decided on an 
attacking policy in his bid to add 
Michael Chang, the world No 2, 
to his growing list of victims. 

~1 have nothing to lose and 
feel if 1 can be aggressive I can 
be the dictator," said Henman, 
ahead of tomorrow's Centre 
Court match with Chang in the 
third round of the Australian 
Open. “I feel I have a good 
chance against most players at 
present and don't think my 
preparation could be any better." 

Henman was speaking after 
a performance against France's 
Guillaume Raoux which his 
delighted coach, David Fel- 
gate. described as “clinical”. 

The 22-year-old Henman 
won 6-3, 6-3. 6-4, dropping 
only 1 7 points on his serve and 
maintaining his focus despite 
two stoppages for rain. “Tun 
had a job to do and did it," Fel- 
gate said. “It was delightful to 
watch one of his best displays 
in a grand slam event.” 

However, Chang will be a far 
tougher proposition than 
Raoux especially as he looked 
in terrific form in his 6-3, 7-5, 
6-1 defeat of Richey Reneberg. 


The second seed, runner-up 
to Boris Becker last year, made 
only 15 unforced errors com- 
pared to Henman's 35. 

Chang, winner of the French 
Open in 1969 when just 17, said 
of facing Henman for the first 
time: “It will be tough. He was 
coming on strong last year and 
has been playing some good ten- 
nis. 1 know my shots must be pre- 
cise. I’m looking forward to it.” 

Henman said: “I must keep 
serving well to come out on top. 
Everyone knows he will make a 
lot of balls, but I've won seven 
successive matches now and Pm 
very comfortable arid confident 

“You can't take that for 
granted, though. You can’t ex- 
pect just to go on court, time the 
ball well and serve big. But 1 
hope 1 have the type of game he 
doesn’t like - my style is not to 
take him on from the baseline. 
I know being aggressive is the 
right approach.” 

Raoux said of Henman: “He 
uses 100 per cent of bis poten- 
tial. He has a great feeling for 
match play, is intelligent on 
court and always does what you 
are not expecting. If he does not 
start taking drugs or going out 
drinking every night he wfll go 
very high. I didn't feel I could do 
anything - not for a single mo- 
ment did he drop to ray level. 


“He can certainly worry 
Chang as Chang is not a big 
server, and Henman is the type 
of player Chang does not like. 
All the rubbish has been 
cleaned out of his game and po- 
tentially he can beat anyone in 
(he worid right now. He's full of 
confidence, but not a guy who 
you feel is playing above him- 
self. He is playing within him- 
self." 

The day’s singles play ended 
with a marathon. The former 
Wimbledon champion Michael 
Stich, the 15th seed, was 
knocked out by the unseeded 
Ukrainian Andrei Medvedev, 
6-4, 1-6, 2-6, 6-4, 7-9 in a match 
lasting nearly three and a half 
hours which finished well after 
midnight. 

Bathed in sweat, Medvedev 
used a blistering backhand and 
superior court speed to upset a 
tetchy Stich, whose usually 
booming serve misfired and 
who committed unforced errors 
at crucial times. 

Steffi Graf is still favourite to 
win the women's singles, but was 
given a fright by Latvia’s Lar- 
isa Neiland Graf lost the first 
four games before recovering to 
win 7-5, 6-2. 

Brenda Schultz-McCarthy. 
the 10 th seed, won the first set 
6-0 against Japan's Rika Hira- 
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Michael Chang jumps for a backhand during his second-round defeat of Richey Reneberg 


Photograph: Reuter 


Id before crashing to defeat Hi- 
raki took the second 6-1 and the 
decider 6-4 in a remarkable 
turnaround. 

Anke Huber had her match 
postponed after her mother 


coliapsed just before the Ger- 
man fifth seed was due to face 
Italy’s Francesca LubianL Hu- 
ber's mother, Gerda. was treat- 
ed by ambulance staff after she 
collapsed outside the player's 


lounge and was then taken to 
hospital. 

Britain enjoyed success in the 
men’s doubles, with Mark 
Petchey and Andrew Richard- 
son winning their opening 


match. Neil Broad, who part- 
nered Henman to Olympic sil- 
ver last summer, also won, 
partnering South Africa's Piet 
Norval. 

Results, Digest, page 27 



Galthie recalled again 


Rugby Union 

I CHRIS HEWETT 


Fabicn Galthie has spent the past 
six years trying to convince a va- 
riety of French selectors that he 
is foe long-term answer to his 
country’s most pressing person- 
nel problem. On Saturday, the re- 
silient scrum-half s international 
career starts afresh once again 
when he takes foe field at Lans- 
downe Road for the Five Nations 
opener against Ireland. 

Galthid has been preferred to 
Guy Accoce berry and will make 
his 17th appearance for the Tri- 
colores in Dublin. His last Test 
was against England in the 
World Cup play-off match IS 
months ago when he replaced 
Accoceberry. 

It was way back in 1981 that 
Galthie, now 27, first broke 
into the French side as Pierre 
Berbizier’s successor. His rela- 
tionship with Berbizicr, who 
took over as coach, was not al- 
ways comfortable, however, and 
he soon found himself losing out 
to virtually arty scrum-half who 
pitched up for training with a 
pair of boots as Aubin Hueber, 
Alain Macabiau and Accoce- 
berry took it in turns. 

This time, Jean-Qaude Skre- 
la and his fellow selectors have 
put experience before experi- 
mentation. Already without two 
key men in Philippe Saint- 
Andr£, the captain, and Olivi- 
er Rouraat, their main source 
of line-out possession, the 
French management are keen 
to keep risks to a minimum. 


They have reshuffled their 
back row. recalling Fatten Pelous 
al No 8 , and drafted in David 
Venditti. who scored a brilliant 
try for Brive in the Heineken Cup 
semi-final victory over Cardiff 
earlier this month, at left wing. 

The line-up has a reassuringly 
familiar look to it and Skrela 
sees his devil-you-know ap- 
proach as a bulwark against 
complacency. "It would be a 
gross mistake to take Ireland 
lightly,” he said yesterday. 

Paul Burke, Ireland's reserve 
outside-half against France, has 
dropped out because of knee 
damage. His place on the bench 
has gone to David Humphreys, 
whose London Irish team-mate. 



John EaJes, the Australian 
captain, models his country's 
new kit, the first change to 
their familiar all-gold sWrt 
since the 1960& A former Wal- 
laby, Peter Fitzsimmons, des- 
cribed the new kit as a “clog's 
breakfast”. 


Garry Halpin, has also pulled 
out of foe senior squad 'with 
knee trouble. The uncapped 
prop. Phul Flavin, has been 
promoted from the A team. 

The Scots, who face Whies at 
Murrayfield. had rather more 
than a possible outbreak of 
complacency on their minds 
yesterday. Gregor Townsend 
was pulled out of a training ses- 
sion at the stadium when he 
complained of shoulder trouble. 
Ron Eriksson, the London 
Scottish centre, will come off the 
bench if Townsend fails to re- 
spond to medical treatment. 

At least Simon Shaw, the 
English lock-forward who has 
achieved the remarkable feat of 
almost guaranteeing himself a 
place on this summer’s Lions 
lour in advance of his debut in 
the Five Nations, has more 
time to overcome his physical 
setbacks. 

An automatic selection for 
foe Calcutta Cup match with 
Scotland at Twickenham on 1 
February, Shaw is suffering 
from a recurrence of a back 
problem that causes muscle 
spasms and, worryingly, he has 
been advised that foe condition 
is inoperable. “There is not a lot 
anyone can do,” he said before 
taking a brief part in foe na- 
tional squad’s training session 
at a fog-bound Bisbam Abbey 
yesterday. •‘However. I am fit 
enough to consider myself avail- 
able for selection right now.” 

FRANCE (« Ireland. Lansdowae Road. 
Saturday): J-L Sadoumy; E OTamack, R 
Dourtte. T CastaijjiWa. 0 Venditti; A 
Penaud. F GaitM: C CsWano, m Dal Maso. 
F Toumaire. 0 Mode. A Bonas d (capxj, P 


Salford will be able to'field five 
Test forwards in their Super 
League pack this season fol- 
lowing the signings of David 
Hulme and Esene Faimalo. - 
Huhne, capped eight times by 
Great Britain as a half-back but 
now primarily a loose-forward, 
has joined the club as a free 
agent from Leeds. 

Faimalo, who missed ail of 
last season with Leeds after 
detaching a retina, can play 
prop or second row and has 
been capped by both New 
Zealand and Western Samoa. 

“Our coach, Andy Gregory, 
has been drumming it into me 
that we need a pack of forwards 
that can compete in the Super 
League.” John Wilkinson, foe 
Salford chairman, said. “We 
now have the strength in depth 
we are going to need.” - 

Gregory, who played abmsadSt/ 
Hulme at Widnes, said: “We 
always used to like coming to 
Salford, but we want to make it 
foe sort of place teams hate to 
come to. David Hulme is aplay- 
er people detest playing agansL” 
Faimalo, who also started 
his British career with Widnes, 
and who, like Hulme, has 
agreed a two-year contract, will 
make his debut for Salford in 
Gary Sandersoh's testimonial 
match at Whnington on Sunday- 
Hulme trained with his new 
team-mates for foe first time yes- 
terday and will be held back, but 
Salford's other newly signed 
Test forwards, Andy Platt and 
John Cartwright, will appear in 
their colours for the first time. 

With foe New Zealand inter- 
national Peter Edwards at 
booker, Salford now have an en- 
viable nucleus of experience in 
foeir sde for the coming season. 

Warrington expect to field _‘ 
foeir three new men from New ^ 
Zealand - Dallas Mead, Nigel * 
Vagana and Tony Tatupu - as ' 
well as the former Great Britain - 
hooker Martin Dennott- 
Paris St- Germain have made 
moves to raise their profile by 
signing a TV deal with the 
French network. Canal Plus, 
and linking up with the 
marketing arm of their parent 
football club. 

Halifax have completed their 
overseas quota by signing the 
Australian centre or wing David 
Bouveng from the "North 
Queensland Cowboys on a 12- 
month contract. 
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Radford offers fresh initiatives 


Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 
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Prize money at domestic meet- 
ings this season and renewed ef- 
forts to secure the 2001 World 
Championships and the 2008 
Olympics for Britain were 
among the initiatives highlighted 
yesterday by the beleaguered 
head of the British Athletic 
Federation, Peter Radford. 

The federation’s executive 
chairman has been fiercely crit- 
icised in some quarters - notably 
the AAAs of England - for his 
performance over the last three 
years. In that time the domes- 
tic sport has suffered a costly pav 
dispute with several top athlete; 


and seen revenue from tele- 
vision and sponsorship drop. 

The federation made a re- 
ported loss of £750,000 in the last 
two years, and stands to lose an- 
other £300,000 if it cannot re- 
coup its loss following the 
collapse of foe company which 
sponsored last summer's post- 
Olympic Performance Games. 

It is rumoured that some 
clubs are planning to propose a 
vote of no confidence in Rad- 
ford at the BAF annual meet- 
ing in March. 

Criticisms about poor com- 
munication from the top were 
exacerbated two weeks ago by 
the effective dismissal of the fed- 
eration's spokesman. Tony Vford. 
which left athletics as the only 


major sport in this country with- 
out a recognised press officer. 

Radford accepted yesterday 
that this was a “ridiculous situ- 
ation” and said it would be rec- 
tified soon. But there is still much 
to be done in communicating 
within foe sport. Radford, how- 
ever, denied he felt under any 
personal pressure in his position, 
pointing out the BAF manage* 
ment board had given him their 
full backing at the weekend. 

“The sport is poised to take 
advantage of a totally rfew sit- 
uation and new opportunities 
that are available to us now.” he 
said. The BAF is expected to re- 
ceive new revenue funding of 
around £4m per year through 
the National Lottery this spring. 


Radford is determined to 
push ahead towards what he de- 
scribes as “a wonderful sce- 
nario”, involving bringing the 
2001 World Champi onshi ps and 
the 2008 Olympic Games to foe. 
new National Stadium at Wem- . 
bley. He said a working party 

had already been set up Mm the 

British Olympic Association to 
forward the Olympic afobitioo. 

Radford also confirmed this 
season would mark a shift in re- 
warding athletes at British meet- 
ings which would involve money ■ 
based on performance asweil as \ . 
appearance. "These tiling don* 
happen by chance," 

"Tbey only come about through 
looking ahead and deciding 
what kind of future you want 
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sport 


Dalglish begins his reign on the Tyne 



Kenny DalgKsh stands up to the task as David Ginola slips 
tip at Newcastle^ training yesterday Photograph: Reuter 

Anelka to 
join Vieira 
at Arsenal 




NICK DUXBURY 

Arsene Wenger’s French con- 
nections have paid off again 
with the signing of the j 7-year- 
old striker Nicolas Anelka from 
Paris Sl-Germairu 

The Arsenal manager, who 
was responsible for fellow 
Frenchman Patrick Vieira’s ar- 
rival at Highbury, has persuad- 
ed Anelka to cross the Channel 
at the start of next season. The 
teenager has signed a two-year 
contract but no details of a fee 
have as yet been disclosed. 

“People don't show enou 
confidence in me [at PSGf. 
Anelka said. “At Arsenal, I've 
been assured that I would be on 
level terms with the other for- 
wards. In France, there are 
other young players who play in 
the big teams'. They've had 
their chance. There’s only me 
who has played only one full 
match. I'm not leaving for the 
money. I'm leaving to play." 

Anelka's resolve to leave 
PSG appears to have been 
strengthened by-the club's sign- 
ing of another striker, the for- 
mer France international 
Cyrille PougeL PSG already 
have. Patrice Loko and Pana- 
ma's Julio Cesar Defy Valdes as 
their first-choice strikers. 

Fabrizio Ravanelli has cried 
foul over the “Middlesbrough 
are doomed" comments he al- 
legedly made in an Italian news- 
paper. 

“Middlesbrough are in a bad 
situation because we are at the 
bottom of the table, but I did not 
say anything about relegation,” 
the striker said. “I have given an 
explanation to the manager 
and the players, but l have not 
apologised because I have noth- 
ing to apologise over.” 

Chelsea have admitted mak- 
ing an inquiry about the Milan 
defender Paolo Maidini, but 
have dismissed suggestions of a 


£I7m bid for the 28-year-old in- 
icmational. The club's manag- 
ing director. Colin Hutchinson, 
conceded an approach was 
made last week. 

“I asked them about Maidi- 
ni and they said he was not for 
sale," Hutchinson said. “As far 
as I am concerned, that is the 
end of it. They were not even 
prepared to negotiate, although 
I must say that for £I7m I 
would have wanted the whole 
of Milan. No fee was ever men- 
tioned. Our interest was very 
much longue in cheek." 

West Ham’s unsettled strik- 
er, Florin Raducioiu, has re- 
turned to his former club 
Espaayol - a move which will 
allow the H amm ers to bid for 
Celtic's Pierre van Hooijdonk. 
Raducioiu cost £2.4m when be 
moved from the Spanish dub in 
the summer and it is believed 
his return wifi leave the Ham- 
mers £lm out of pockeL 

Sheffield Wednesday have 
been rebuffed by the Spanish 
striker Moises Garcia Leon, 
who has. joined Celta Vigo in- 
stead. The Wednesday forward 
Mark Bright is having talks 
about a £70,000 move to the 
Swiss dub Sion after complet- 
ing a month's loan at Millwall. 

Claus Thomsen, the Ipswich 
midfielder and Danish in- 
ternational. will join Everton for 
£900,000 today. The 26-year-old 
will complete a medical and 
then sign -a a four-and-a-half 
year contract. 

Dion Dublin is to be disci- 
plined by Coventry City after his 
double sending-off which has re- 
sulted in a seven-match ban. 
“He has put me in a position 
where I wOl have to take some 
disdplinary action," Gordon 
Strachan. the City manager, 
said. “I haven’t decided what 
and I won't be in a burry.” 

Gordon Watson has become 
Bradford City’s record signing, 
tie centre-forward costing 
£550,000 from Southampton. 


Ballesteros’ Old Course plea 


Goff 

Seve Ballesteros has made a 
plea for the Old Course at St 
Andrews to be left alone, after 
bearing reports of its renova- 
tion. In an open letter, the Ry- 
der Cup captain said: “It was 
with the greatest sadness that I 
read recently of the proposed 
changes to the OW Course. 

“The Old Course is the home 
and history of golf and it should 


be treated as a national monu- 
ment that should noL be 
changed or altered by anyone 
at any time. Leave this beauti- 
ful golf course, the holy ground 
of golf, as it was and as it always 
should be.” 

Mike BonaUack. secretary of 
the Royal and Ancient, said yes- 
terday he had replied to _ Balles- 
teros and assured him the 
changes to the Old Course were 
less dramatic than reported. 
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Football 
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BOWLS; welsn Masiere (Uanettl. 


When Kevin Keegan flew die 
Magpies' nest last week, a 
spokesman for the Toon Army 
appeared on German television. 
“What will it feel like when your 
team gels a new manager?" he 
was asked. “Like finding wor 
lass in bed with another man," 
came the reply. 

They may have needed sub- 
til les lo gel the drift in Ham- 
burg, whence Keegan beetled 
after leaving his old No 7 shin 
on the Mersey beat. But yes- 
terday morning it was clear that 
Tyneside was enjoying the thrill 
of its affair with the new king 
of Newcastle. 

John Haric, the presenter of 
the morning phone-in show on 
BBC Radio Newcastle, even ut- 
tered the words: “Kevin who?” 
Mischievous it may have been, 
but his aside was met with a 


resounding echo from his sec- 
ond caller. 

“Kevin Keegan was a spoilt 
brat, you know,” the belligerent 
Bob said. “He ran off ’cos he 
couldn’t gel his own way." 

Then he came to his' point: 
“As a licence payer I'm fed up 
of all this ‘Newcastle United, 
Newcastle United’. Someone 
has made a smashing new win- 
dow for Durham Cathedral. 
You should make more of that’ 

At 9 .50am, in the very shad- 
ow of Durham Cathedral and 
its unheralded new window, 
Kenny Dalglish could be seen 
through the glass of Terry Mc- 
Dermott’s car, relaxed and smil- 
ing as he prepared lo clock in 
for bis morning shift as English 
football’s first £lm manager. 

Half an hour later, he 
emerged from the pavilion at the 


Simon Turnbull watches Newcastle's 
Toon Army welcome their new saviour 


Durham University sports cen- 
tre sporting his new week-day 
overalls: a black and white train- 
ing top. The spontaneous ap- 
plause from the 30Q or so sows 
in attendance was acknowl- 
edged with an impish grin. 

At his previous place of work, 
the new manager of Newcastle 
would not have needed to pick 
his way through a scrum of au- 
tograph hunters and camera 
crews. To get within quarter of 
a mile of the Blackburn training 
ground, you need on appoint- 
ment and proof of identity. 

That may, or may noL be the 
case once Dalglish geLs his feet 
comfortably under the manag- 
er's table at Si James'. On his 


first day he was happy to settle 
into his new club’s' familiar 
match-day routine. 

Light training on the morning 
of an evening game is strictly oj> 
t tonal and those fellow former 
Rovers. Alan Shearer and David 
Batty, were among the absen- 
tees. They missed a glimpse of 
the old magic as their twinkle - 
toed gaffer made up the num- 
ber at seven-a-side. 

He started off at right-back, 
slipping on the wet turf but beat- 
ing David Ginola with his first 
challenge. Peter Beardsley was 
on his side and watching them 
shuffle and feint, side by side, 
was like having double vision. 
Neither scored but Ihev were 


triumphant after 15 minutes 
each way, the boys in black and 
while beating the red-hibhed 
brigade 2-1. The Toon Army 
had been won over too. “Just 
look at him at the back, man,” 
one foot-soldier said, leaning on 
the counter of the Yankee Doo- 
dle refreshment siaJL “He knaas 
hoo to defend. That’s what wu 
need io win a trophy." 

It took the new defender of 
the black and white faith so lone 
to get through the masses he 
missed the first two goals of his 
new management carver. By the 
lime Dalglish made it 16 the 
pavilion's upstairs canteen, his 
youth team had gained and 
lost the lead in the Northern In- 
termediate League fixture on 
the main pitch. He watched the 
remaining 75 minutes through 
one of Durham's finest plate 


glass window's. Middlesbrough 
not only turned up; they col- 
lected three points. Thus the 
Dalglish era started with a 2-1 
defeat for Newcastle. 

it was not all had news, how- 
ever. The lunchtime bulletin on 
Radio Newcastle finished with 
this latest ditty composed by Sis- 
ter Josephs. Tyneside's singing 
Nun and schoolteacher “Ring 
the church bells. Play the fan- 
fare... Welcome. Kenny, to Si 
James'. You can hear the Toon 
Army sing: Goodbye. Kevin! 

Hello. Kenny!" 

"I’m sure God likes fool bull 
as well." Sister Josepha assured 
the listeners. The newsreader, 
however, confessed to being 
“very. very, very confused". 

“1 thought God had left Si 
James’ Park." he said, “to be re- 
placed by his only son last night." 


Students seek a way through mist of Motspur 



The Oxford University team rest behind the goal at halftime in their annual match against London University at Motspur Park yesterday 

Hockey 

BILL COLW1LL 

London University 1 

Oxford University 2 


Wilcox finally finds chink of light 


Roger Wilcox’s moment of 
clarity four seconds from time 
secured victory for Oxford 
University yesterday in their 
annual game against London 
in the thick, swirling fog at 
Motspur Park. 

It was a game which Oxford 


dominated, and only an out- 
standing display of goalkeeping 
by Lar He well, London's Ger- 
man custodian from the Rot 
Weiss Koln dub, kept the hosts 
in the game. 

After 30 minutes of soaking 
up constant Oxford pressure, a 
defence-splitting pass from 
Satyen Gohii ana some naive 


defending by Oxford gave Ju- 
lian Soles the opportunity to 
put London ahead with a rasp- 
ing shot from the edge of the 
circle. Moments earlier, the 
players bad managed to per- 
suade the umpires to continue 
a game which was quickly be- 
coming a farce. 

The tactical switching by the 


coach, Gavin Featherstone. of 
Oxford’s experienced Ben 
Cope to the right side of mid- 
field and the introduction of the 
former London player Charlie 
Oliver into attack exerted even 
greater pressure. 

H ewe 11. however, appeared 
to have no difficulty in picking 
out the ball in the murky con- 


ditions, and he seemed un- 
beatable until, at Oxford's sev- 
enth penalty corner, the ball 
was eventually scrambled past 
the German goalkeeper fry 
Cope. 

With the match ebbing 
away, a cracking shot from the 
edge of the circle by Wilcox, 
Oxford's squash captain. 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


sealed the game. With both 
sides going back to their 
League programme on Satur- 
day. the opportunity to com- 
plete the game - thanks to 
some sensible and sympathet- 
ic umpiring - will have been 
greatly appreciated. 

lontfon University: i Henet; i CaMon): S 

Finn. T Gram. P MeaWn icapti: Imran T3v». 
S MnefS, a Plunkett Satyen GWul, A Terre. 
L Nolan. Substitute used: J Soles. 

(Mon! UntMfsity: LOofK TGntWts N Beny. 
J Hodges. B Rauman. M Barr icapu: C Mac 
Fanane. R Innre. B Cope: R Wfcm. J Good- 
man. SU b sil t u tes maefc G Bretlon. C Caret. 
Metiood Yassir. 

Umpires: k O’Brien £ D Griffith (botfiSHUA). 


SPORTING DIGEST 


American footbaS 

A woman who fateety accused Michael 
Irvin and Erik WllSams. who both play 
lor Dalles totaoys, of sesualy assaulting 
her at gunpoint has been charged with 
fiimg a false police report. Nina Shahra- 
van, 23, faces up to six months in jail 
and a 33,000 i£L20Q) fine if convttKt 

Badminton 

V8NB( JAFWN OPBV rTMQW Sotoctsd resatta: 
trim's sk«M flret Rwmt P Knowles (Ene tx 
H Shunfeu Uapanj 15-4 15-1 PE Hoyer-Lawn 
IDeolMC Hasten i&wj 15-12 15-11; P Hal 

(&S>MH«gVlH»rc» 2-15 15-11 15J. Sec- 
ond rant Steu-iaunfeen M Krmrtes 15-7 
155; P G Chrancn fOw) M HM 15-11 15-6. 
MOT doablss lint romt S Archer and C rtrt 
(Ere) tn Chem Owi aan and Wfei Dmhi rM) 
15-5 156. WfaBOTatoMM Mat rare* J Mam 
CEno bi M Borg lS»ej 2-11 12-9 11-2. 
Woman's sotfuna nrst round: V Mm and H 
Moa Uapan) bi D KetoRand J Whtfn (B» 15- 7 
17-14. 

Basketball 

MSA: Bosun 116 Gotten Slate 108; Atlanta 
95 Minnesota 93: Houston 106 New YorttBG; 
CWca® 108 washstaon 107; Phoerw 110 
Denver 10L Portland 95 Detrnt 86; IA tal- 
es 91 Vancouver 8L Saoamarto 105 trva 

ana 98 fop. 

Cricket 

Martin Speight has taken legal advice 
in his attempt to leae Sussex. He warts 
to fulfil his ambition of keeping wicket, 
but he has not been able to do so 3t 
Sussex. He will ask the Engish Crick- 
et Board's legfetraOon commrttee on 29 

Jaraary to have hs status reduced from 
list one to list wo in order to Increase 
his chances of finding another county. 
Speight’s options are limited because 
regulations prevent him from joining a 
county itfiten has signed two list one 

places in the last five years. He believes 
remaining on ast one amounts to a re- 
straint of bade. 

SIB1.CUP Hnl (Wstacnn, NQ; Canotbwy 
2£Mlor7C»ijWBi;WWIreonail33.5«*»sl. 
craoiyvron by 133 m. 

Cycling 

Johan Museeuw, the world champion 
from BeJgum, has had suigpiy on an 
infected knee. Injured m a fan during a 
mcuneln Me nde, 10 praent blood poi- 
soning and will be out of action for at 
least 10 days. 

Football 

Bpanyok the Spanish F«st Division dub, 
yestemays^ied the French goalkeep- 
er Pascal OimetB, who was dismissed 
by Lyon last week after injuring a team- 
mate. 


FA CUP TWrd round data: S»t 2S Jam teent- 
tartf v Mancha#/* Cry. 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE FMure 
cAanga*:h*ft 21 J-u: Cambridge Uid vEaexer 
(Tian u Jam . Fit 24 Jm StaMd U«1 v Moms 
fbvnXJanj. Sat 2S Jaie Iponsh v Won 
Bromwch ifrom 28 Jam. Tuo 28 Jan: Swansea 
v Donnas' [from l jam. Tbs 4 Fab: Cartels 
vTorauay ifrom 11 Janfc PEWrtwough v War- 
lord Inxat 1 2 Jam: W)eorntje v Burnley ifrom 4 
Jam. Wad 5 Fate Cairbndge Ud v Nonhamp- 
Mn (from 4 Jan). Tua 11 Fete Boumemoteb v 
Preston (from 4 Jan); PetertomuSi v Wwham 
(from 23 Dec); B ig f ilu i i y E«ter (from 4 Jam; 
Uyon Onern v Rocndato (from 11 Jam. Tba IS 
Fab: Hiri v Cwenestej (from 4 Jam. Tbo 28 Fate 
Camel vUncote (from 4 Jan). Fri 7 Mar Baire- 
ley v Sheffield Utd (iVom 8 Mart. Toe 11 Mar 
V^pn v ScMoraOi (from 11 Jan). Suo IB (Aar 
Wen Btomwcn v Bammgnam (from 15 Marl. 
Ibo 18 Mw Watfead v Bnsu) Roren ifrom 4 
Jam. Fit 21 Mar basn v Brerttort (from 22 
Atart. S«i 23 Mar Ounam w Ojeal PMaee (from 

22 Map. 

AUTO WWDSCREENS SHELD Second round: 
Ftctnre obanpas: Tba 21 Jare Pewborou^ v 
WabaU Ifrom 14 Jam. Iba 28 Jan: Wredem v 
Crewe (from 21 Jon), tba* 4 Fate Nonnamp- 
Un y LiAoti (from 22 Jan). 

Golf 

Arnold Palmer underwent surgery yes- 
terday at the Mayo Medical centre in 
Rochester Minnesota, for the treatment 
of his prostate cancer. 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Detma 3 lira Angelas 3 |«i: New Jersey 

4 Boaon 3; W ria doWi a 3 Montreal 2; Pmawgi 
3 Mbs 1; Vtacouver -1 Florida 4 W 

Foots dtvMeflds 

UTTLEWOODS: TroWe eh an ea: 24pn 
£38.482.95. 23 £37d£0, 22 £2b.C5. 21 
£7,25. Four drew £8.90. 10 hones 
0.15725. H w a*ays £638 50. 

VeRNOMb TnMa Owe*: 24 pts £29J>4285, 
231194.00. 22 £2650. Saper Shots £21.90. 
Premier 10 (paid on 8 aotncQ £189 50. 
2EIIERS: -lYeUa (Santa: 24pta E1L391.55. 

23 £38, 22 £350. 21 £0.60. 4 amya 
£1620, 8 Horae* £50. 4 drew £15,80, Su- 
par 7 £788.60. 

BMITENS: TVaMa ahanea: 24)da £1,053.95. 
23 £25^5, 22 £250. 4 chaw* £6.40. 5 1 
£78-60. 8 banes £4080. 


morrow. Wifliams, who has tonsrirtis. is 
Kp/aced by Uanetii's Robin McBryde, 
while the Cardiff hooker. Paul Vtiung, 
moves up as a replacement. 

Deleft Boon, zhe Welsh referee, wfl take 
charge of the Helneken European Cup 
final between Leicester and Bnve at 
CanMt Arms Park on Saturday week. Be- 
van recently extended res world record 
to 32 internationals when he controlled 
the second Test between France and 
South Africa in Pans. 

The world Cup quaBlyng match between 
Sn Lanka and Singapore, scheduled for 
Saturday m Colombo, has been post- 
poned for security reasons. 

Skfing 

The Italian Alberto Tomba yesterday ad- 
mitted he could miss Sunday's slalom 
in wengen as he continues to recover 
from flu. The world and former Olympic 
champion, who has completed ow two 
races this season, is on the brink or tum. 
Wing out of the leadmg 15 of the Aipme 
Wbrid Cup earn slalom ranking for the 
first time in 10 years. 

Sumo 

NEW YEAR BRAND TOURNAMENT (Tokyo) 
Fourth day. Kocobeppu /won Z test 21 is 
OaMtorv (2-2) oydebuK Msuffisan (3-1) HKen- 
ghh (2-2); Shtoswra (5-2) M Riko (3-11: Rate 
(3-D Dr YanoTD (0-4), Toctnnrta <3- If W Ko- 
woajrra 12-21 Oinyu 0-2> W Hamanoswna 
iCr-4i; Konxyu (5-2) M Mnstn«uii (2-5): Datf«ho 
0-2) tn Terao 12-3): UmM 0-11 1» Knofow- 
ho (2-2): WtthWwWa 11-31 K ACCframB il-3c 
Asanauw (2-7) ts ToOsxmo (0-4); r 


7-5 e-3; N OxKlevc (Y«4g) and A Kitncv iMawfl 
te>R Reinan fFr} and h Poena 6-3 7-5; 
M DAMM ICS Rep) and A OHOVSKTY (RuS> Dt 
B Hansen- Ders and B MacPnte iuS) 1-6 6-3 
‘ 6-4; S Nofc-boom and F lUtnsr (Netfn bt D 
ADAMS iSAl and M OOStWS INeth) 7-6 6-3; 
K Kmnaar and C Woodiufl (US) W A Betobra- 
KUc and G Do»1o (Ausi 7-6 6-3: P HAARHUK 
and J ELT1NGH |Ncthi bt M Barnard ISA> and D 
Randall (US) 7-6 7-6; M Petthey ana A 
Fbchartfson *GB) MJ Frarw lA^l and B SrtMran 
(US) 6-2 6-4: WArtnursand J Ireland lAus) 01 
C Brandi ana F Masson <W 6-3 3-6 29-27; J 
NOVAK and C SUK fCz Repi M H-) Davids and 
S Scnafcen /Netfii 7-5 4-6 6-4; K home and 
J Wav (US) ttt B EBwood and P Trwnacchi (Aus) 
7-6 46 64: PCasn (Aus> and P Korda tii Ren) 
txMBh>4<38v<indlPac£,(lnd)63 62:SDav» 
(USI artf OMacPnersrr (Ausl M A Gsudenaarer 
D NriBSo (tl 61 6-4: M Onffiieka and G StaSta 
\SAJ « K &aasd< and 1 hrtppscMd (Gar) 61 
7-5: D Johnson and F Montana (USi M D Ehen* 
(Sue; »»JJ 7araro> (US) 7-667 Ufl-PMiiv 
roa tU5> and S StoOe lAusf tt G hanfererc lOoa) 
and M FtoSS«1 (SoiU 63 6 7 61; L L0B0 IAi& 


and J SANCHEZ (Sp) to J Fitzgerald and P Rafter 
(Aus) 7-5 6 7 6-4. 

WomOTifrtfre recoad nut SAPWlMANS 
(Bed bt A Grosaman nJSI 6-4 6-1; N twew 
(Beta) w w Proha iGan 7-fl 63: k Pd iuS) tn 
A Su&yanvi Uaoenl 6-0 4-6 63; K Bmeart 
(Nesh) Ot R Grande (lu 63 7-5c M Pierce iBi 
btN Medvedeva (Uta 62 62; M Kodxa (Gerl 
in A Ebreod (A«l 60 4^ 61: R HUhl Uapan) 
» B SnftJUZ-McCARTHV (Nath) 0-6 61 6-4; 
L DAVEWWT (USi hr F Perierti lit) 62 7-5: 5 
GRAF (Gar) bt l Nertand ILaU 7-5 62; I Gor- 
iticftafegJ IAijO Dt G Fernandez (US) 7-5 7-6; 
t Tanasugjm ilha) tn ) Taiter (Aus) 6-4 63: 
A Csiterai (Sml Or P Hy-Boutes (Cani 2-66 3 
6a C MARTINEZ (Spi Ct A Gem ICr Rep) 62 
7- 6; M-L Sema lSp> bi L Lee lUS) 7-5 7-6: A 
COFTZER ISA) MJ Kandarr (Ger) 62 7-6. 
WareOT bnMm first round: K hrouwvaand 
E Medchareva iCz Repi tn K Freye and S Meter 
(Gerl 62 63: Park Sung- tee (S )Wl and Wang 
S»* Tint (TaO t* S Jeyaseeten and R SmpMm 
(Can) 7-5 6Z: V Ruano-Pasaa/ iSpi and P 
Suae; (Aim m J Ummer lAus) and L McSBwa 
M«N. 


lAus) 62 1 


I AREHOT i USi and M BCUE- 


GRAF INetfi) M S Drake- EBortman and T Mus- 
sraie i Aus) 61 62: L Nenwcfcova and P Lan- 
oova iC: Rep' b< M Saeu and and V rostuda 
Uapanl 64 P-6 64: N Kionuta and N Mryogi 
Uapam tn N Ferrer (Ben and A Grt&srean iusi 
7-5 61) M HINGIS iSwU and N ZVEREVA (Briai 
n K Nagatsuka Uapan) and L ftcrtenxa (Cl Rwl 
61 61: R CVagomr iRomi and S Fanna IB) W 
P Snnve lUS) and E SnfrV lAost 64 62: D 
Graham (USi and K Radford (Ausi n h Boogart 
iNedtl and I Spirfsa (Rani) 6 2 2-6 64: K Hab- 
$udova and R Zruoakova iSkwaK) Dt T Kniar, 
(SWea* and N van Lmum (Fr; 6-0 63; h ADAMS 
and M-J FERNANDEZ (IIS) bt E Makarova tRusl 
and N Medvedeva (Wirt 62 62: V BA5UW in- 
don) and C VIS iNeihi Dt M GizbowsAa and A 
Ofca iPol) 62 63. J Capnau iuS* and I Ma- 
** (Croat) bt V Lake )Gfl> and L Piemens lAusi 
67 61 64: L McNQt and L WSD HJS) M R 
Hsala i Japan) and r Lxm iftg 63 & 1: 5 Noor- 
Linder (Netm and H vrdova (Ct Repi bi A 
Pechaurne-Balerer and S Tostud (Fri 7-5 1-5 
6-4; J Lee iUSi and H Na&nva iSkwaki w C 
Cteieo iRomi and T Jocn<Mnca (Yu© 64 4-6 
63. 


SNOW REPORT 


Thomas 

Cook 


Rugby Union 

Tl^SajttehRi^Un^jesierdayin* 
creased (he ban imposed on the Stir- 
ling County centre James McLaren for 
kicking Melrose's Craig Chalmers in me 
head during theTennent's Premiership 
match between the two dubs at Bridge- 
haygh. McLaren was ongmaUy sus- 
pended for 20 weeks, but the SRU 
rejected fos appeal and increased his 
ban by six weeks. 

Barry WBIiams, the Neath hooker, has 
wthdrawn from the Emeigng Wales side 
to play Scotland A in Edinburgh to- 


rn (2-2) tn OamvuM 1131; AsBTCrrata <1-31 M 
MUtkOR U-2); MO O-D « AimoBrvmi (1-3); 
AsateMrie C2-2) br KboosMi ((M): Keffio (2-2) 
It l&annam i3-d; Muaenraru (4-0j br Tate- 
urki (3-H; Wakdftohana (4-0) bt Tanakaw® 
0-1); Akabeno i4-0) m Musoyama (1-3); 
Tossnoum (3-1) tn Tdlenqharn (611. 


Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN (Mtiboira) Man’s ttn- 
Sea second round; C Moya (Sp) bt P McEn- 
roe (US) 3 8 60 63 61; T WBOdtadae LAts) 
bt S Snvri! (Fr) 63 63 7-6: M CHANG (US) 
btHRh««(US63 7-561: KBraasd) fGert 
W U GUSTAFSSON (Swei 3-6 7-6 64 6-4; B 
turbactier (Gan btT Johansson (Snel 63 62 
7-6: M washr®un (USi R S Saraari (Ami 61 
60 62: D van Scheppmegn tNe&) bt E Ran 
(SI 62 62 62; T ENQMST Snci bt R FerrJwg 
(Ai£i 64 64 7-5: M RIO? (CMa) bt M Jeyw 
(US) 60 64 62: T Henman (GB) K C Raow 
(Fn 63 63 64; a Sthafler (Autf « A Q»ra- 
b (Sbi 4-6 63 63 66 63; F MANTILLA (Sp) 
bt FMeSew r»a> 62 64 6-U S Bru&jera (Sp) 
U M Lraon iSwl 4-6 63 64 7-6: A Bonsai 
1ft) bt L Rb* tFf) 64 64 6U J Elptonw ISWI 
bt M Goetaer {Gw) 64 3-6 64 61: A 
Medvedev lUto) M M SnWiGert 4-6 61 62 
4-5 9.7. 

MOT dote** tint rowwt G Grert IUSI and 
R Smth iBahami bt R B«j! iSme) and G ran 
Embuitfi (IS) 63 64; N BROAD iGBiand P 
NORVAL <Sm bt M KW (US) aref S LaOtanc (Can) 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports] 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 

0891 333 110 

SJdcodes: For a fax list ol 18&+ 
resort codes: 0990 100 843 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-glance fax guide to stow 
conditions at 180* resorts 
worldwide: 

0897 500 601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX -the ski foots: 
0897 300 301 


Resort 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Area 

open 

Last 

snow 

Lar 

cm 

Upp 

cm 

Forecast 

Area (Is 

..Swf sUfif. R^wr up 

100°i 

9.1 

120 

220 

But- sJoes 

Anneal 

..Han) picKed 

9W. 

9.1 

75 

1S5 

Sumy 

AUSTRIA 

AJpbacb 

.Han) pacted. old (use 

8J% 

24.12 

10 

50 

Fine'diy 

Aidfach 

..Icv/twre Km lewis 

lOO^i 

4.1 

1U 

8b 

Surv colder 

Bad Qasteki - 

..Han) paeaetfew Wp cm» 

wv. 

KU 


40 

Bn^tr 

CANADA 


-Powdet'ETOmed praider 

100% 

ILl 

GO 

160 

Ctear-'sun 

Moot St Anna. 

..Grtcmrt'lOOSe pewder 

99% 

13.1 

bb 

(0 

Ctouttsopw 

FRANCE 

Avortaz 

_E«cdtert at ail levels 

90% 

9.1 

125 

145 

Blue slats 

Baifrgec 

.Hard packed kwer down 

yo% 

9.1 

80 

160 

Oeat/sun 

Bwwnh 

Good up lop 

98% 

9.1 

60 

23b 

Oear/sun 

mav 

Anbba 

.Wde and deep nwra^ 

100% 

&.1 

85 

150 

Br&a 

Bankmeentite . 

.Supetti ai ail ffievatxms 

100% 

9.1 

150 

300 

FW 

Bomio 

.Best &ooe 2,000m 

100% 

4.1 

30 

200 Marty dear 

SWITZERLAND 

Western 

.Upper slopes superb 

100% 

4.1 

30 

145 

Oeavsun 

Dtabtereta 

■Great from top lo bottom 

100% 

10.1 

4b 

42b 

Mainly sun 

UNTIED STATES 

VaB 

.Pwder-WckM penwer 

100% 

UJ 

195 

210 

Snow 

Winter Part .... 

.Pecked powder 

97% 

13.1 

155 

1B5 

Ooudtenm 



Call us on 01733 33 55 13 
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Only a game? 

Ken Jones on the upheaval at 
Newcastle United, page 26 
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The dictatoT^HBHS 

Tim Henman takes the 
hard-line approach, page 26 


Bowyer 


Tricky Henman takes up and under route to victory 




attitude 


problem’ 


Football 


ROB KING 


Lee Bowyer ha* been urged to 
clean up his act as George 
Graham's hard-line Leeds Uni- 
ted hung on for an FA Cup re- 
play at Crystal Mace on 
Tuesday. Graham accused 
Palace of diving and criticised 
the referee Roger Dilfccs for 
giving two penalties. 

Dave Bassett, the Palace 
manager, countered with com- 
plaints about Premiership 
gamesmanship which put the 
Manchester official under in- 
tense pressure. 

Bassett could not believe the 
amics of Bcwver, who stoked up 1 
the temperature at every op- 
portunity. The brief career of 
the England Under-21 mid- 
fielder has not been short of 
controversy on and off the field 
and Bassett said: “He's defi- 
nitely got an attitude problem/ 

“Wc had problems with him 
when he was at Chariton last 
year, he was roaring around, 
falling all over the place. 

“He's a good player, l like 
him. he's got" instincts about him. 
I couldn't believe how Jong he 
went before he was booked. 

“He was berating the referee 
and he pushed Hopkins in the 
chest. Even after he was booked 
he carried on fouling. 

“But you know Leeds do 
that. They pressurise the refer- 
ee. We've had them watched 
and we know they go down 
looking for free-kicks and 
everything else. 

"1* couldn’t believe the pres- 
sure die referee was put under, 
the number of decisions that 
were contested. 

Mr Dilkes' evening exploded 
two minutes from time when he 
pointed to the Leeds spot for 
the second Lime and was sur- 
rounded by furious players for 
several minutes of protest 

When that subsided, Nigel 
Martyn crowned his return to 
Selhurst Park by pouncing on 
Bruce Dyer’s poor kick, the 
Mace player then blasting the 
rebound wide. 

“He’s a good goalkeeper, he 
should be in the England team,* 1 
Graham said. “1 didn't realise 
that until I worked with him. 
He’s an exceptional goalkeep- 
er.” Dyer had already beaten 
Martyn once after five minutes 
with his first penally, with Leeds 


also contesting that decision, 
given for a push by Paul Bees- 
ley. That was sandwiched by two 
visiting goals inside the first 
eight minutes - by Brian Deane 
and then a spectacular own 
goal by the Norwegian, Leif An- 
dersen, which seemed set to put 
Leeds through to face Arsenal 
or Sunderland. 

Carl Veart headed a fine 
second-half equaliser, though, 
and Palace might have had at 
least one other penalty. 

Graham insisted Bassett's 
men were diving, and said: “So 
many people were going down 
in the box Fd like to see us copy 
Italian football and book the 
player if the referee doesn’t 
think it’s a penalty." 

The Leeds manager, who 
denied making a £4m bid for 
Celtic's Portuguese striker, 
Jorge Cadete, admitted to a cer- 
tain relief to escape with a re- 
play. Bassett went further: “If 
I was George, Fd be very hap- 
py to get on that coach still in 
the FA Cup because they should 
have been out.” 

Oyvind Leonhardsen has re- 
jected suggestions that he is be- 
ing lined-up for a big-money 
move to Italy- and insists he re- 
mains fully committed to the 
Wimbledon cause. 

The Norwegian midfielder 
has been in brilliant form as the 
Dons have put together a se- 
quence of just one defeat in 24 
matches to move up to fifth in 
the Premiership, five points be- 
hind the leaders Liverpool with 
three games in hand, and into 
the semi-finals of the Coca-Cola 
Cup. 

After last week's victory in the 
Coca-Cola Cup over Bolton, 
Joe Kinnear, the Wimbledon 
manager, said he had received 
offers of £5m from Italian dubs. 
Leonhardsen, who again im- 
pressed in Tuesday's 1-1 FA Cup 
third-round, draw at Crewe, 
said: “These stories about Italy 
are nothing more than rumours 
and 1 think the manager men- 
tions them just to keep me on 
my toes. 

“I am very happy to have set- 
tled in at Wimbledon. The Pre- 
miership suits my style and we are 
doing well as a team, so I have 
no reason to look elsewhere.” 

Leonhardsen, bought for 
£660,000 from Rosenborg 
Trondheim in November 1994, 
has two years of his current con- 
tract left. 
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Tim Henman, the British No 1, fires a return backwards and between his legs on his way to a 6-3, 6-3, 6-4 victory over the Frenchman Guillaume Raoux in the Australian 
Open yesterday * Report, page 26. Results from Melbourne, page 27. Photograph: Steve Holland/AP 
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Wednesday’s solatium 
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City slam Brentford 
over late call-off 












ACROSS 25 

I Shortage of mark hitting 

EC (8) 26 

S Like a condiment? I tend 
Lo abstain, vocally (6) 

10 Stupidly. I disturb an 27 

onion sauce (15) 28 

II Patty's a frightful tattler 

12 Sinker has one on the 

house, very quietly con- 1 

sumed (7) 

13 Composer embracing 2 

church's fine example (8) 3 

15 Section of a la mode cor- 
nice? (5) 4 

18 Grieve for the aristocracy? 

(5) 4 6 

20 River and pines dappled la 
right tint of dawn (4-4) 7 

23 Gashes with medico (in 
films) (7) 8 


Rifle container held in 
trust (7) 

Ensemble with fourth of 
octets creates effect in the 
house {5-5,5) 

Note river's current (6) 
Wintry month patterns, 
forming falls (8) 


DOWN 

Religion is so inwardly in- 
timate (6) 

Steals paintings (9) 

An adept with any brogue 

Card, one slotted into ran 

hundred? Inclined to be 
crowded (7) 

Bax filled with women’s 
fabric (5) 

Study dish without recipe? 
Just the reverse (8) 


9 Snaps of river framed by 
Northerners (S) 

14 With last of morse fading, 
heard vessel in distress (8) 

16 Teach for a term (9) 

17 Wine with reduced 
strength consumed within 


19 Ships of Northern pirates, 
it's said (7) 

21 Studly a country the Span- 
ish knocked up <7) 

22 Holiday bay (6) 

'24 Mass picked up Dag? 
Goodness! (5) 

25 Hundred pound in reserve 
(5) 


As two more FA Cup third-round 
games were lost to the weather 
last night, furious Manchester 
City have protested lo the Foot- 
ball Association over the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the 
last-minute postponement of 
ifaeir tie at Brentford on Tuesday. 

Last night's tie between Cov- 
entry City and Woking and the 
replay between West Ham and 
Wrexham were postponed ow- 
ing to frost and fog respective- 
ly. On Tuesday referee Mick 
Fletcher ruled Brentford’s Grif- 
fin Park pitch unplayable just 
two hours before kick-off, with 
around 1,000 City fans making 
the 200- mile journey to London. 

The Maine Road club, whose 
directors only found out about the 
referee’s decision via the radio as 
they travelled to the maLch, are 
unhappy Brentford failed to plan 
for the freeze setting in. 

“The situation is unacceptable 
to us. I have made a strong 
protest to the FA and made my 
point to Brentford,'' the City sec- 
retary, Bernard Halford, said. 

"There should have been 
more consideration given to 
the prevailing weather condi- 
tions. And consideration should 
certainly have been given to the 
fans who had to travel long dis- 


tances with all the costs in- 
volved, and to getting the ref- 
eree there well in advance. “ 

West Bromwich-based refer- 
ee Fletcher arrived at the 
ground three hours before kick- 
off and. after two Inspections, 
ruled the pitch unplayable. He 
admitted: ■' Brentford officials 
were apparently trying to con- 
tact me in the afternoon. I was 
on my way but don't have a mo- 
bile telephone. 

“I left home at ISOGhrs and 
was told the pitch was playable 
then. But I don't think Brentford 


were anticipating ibe tempera- 
ture would drop so severely. No- 
body contacted me and l didn’t 
know anything about the pitch 
inspection until I arrived at the 
ground. It’s up to the dub to get 
in touch with me. 

“At 1730 1 looked at the pitch 
and one side was badly affect- 
ed by frosL I appreciate the fans 
had travelled a long way. but wc 
must take note of the weather 
conditions, and players’ safety 
is first on the agenda.” 

Halford added: “The first 
check should have been made 
on Monday night. If the refer- 
ee could not get there, the FA 
should have appointed someone 
else to go. The pitch should have 


been inspected at 1 100 on Tues- 
day and the referee should have 
been in contact with the weath- 
er centre at the same time. 

“He would have been told 
what Ihe weather would be in 
London during the course of the 
day. 1 believe he would have been 
toid it would freeze in the after- 
noon. That would have helped 
him make his decision, but I also 
believe Brentford have left them- 
selves open to complain L” 

Brentford and City were not 
the only ones to suffer. Luton’s 
tie against Bolton was called off 
less than an hour before kick- 
off, and referee Phil Richards 
blamed a freak drop in tem- 
perature when he postponed the 
match between Watford and 
Oxford United minutes before 
the teams were set to take the 
field at Vicarage Road. 

Referee Paul Alcock came un- 
der fire from both sides after the 
game between Gillingham and 
Derby was abandoned after 66 
minutes at Priestfield Stadium. 
Alcock. who had inspected the 
pitch from 1700 until 1920 be- 
fore giving the match the go- 
ahead, said: “When we came out 
for the second half, a quarter of 
the field was affected by frost 
and, to me. it looked dangerous.'’ 
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Australians win marathon match 
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Tennis 
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Australian Open history was 
made in Melbourne yesterday 
when the final set of a men’s 
doubles match lasted 56 games 
in a match that, including rain 
breaks, took more than seven 
hours to complete. 


The Australians Jon Ireland 
and ’ty&yne Arthurs beat the 
Italian pair of Cristian Brandi 
and Filippo Messori, 6-3, 3-6, 
29-27, with the last set the 
longest in the event’s history, 
eclipsing a 23-21 set in 1990. 

The first-round match was still 
a long way from rivalling a 
quarter-final in the US Indoor 


Championshipin 1968 between 
Britain's Mark Cox and Bobby 
Wilson and the Americans Ron 
Holm berg and Charlie PasarclL 
which totalled 144 games. That 
in turn fell short of the world 
record of 147 games - 3^6. 
4947, 22-20 - ar a 1967 invita- 
tional at Newport. Rhode Island. 

Aggressive Henman, page 26 


K*cp your phone, keep your nunibec. keep your line tn fact, all you 
subtract with Mmrurv StnarrCall t> between balif Otr 

on all international economy colls of five minute* and over. FreuCrff 
0500 500 3€6 aod wr’ll ttiw- too the tiguca fat your home phone bill* 


Mercury SmartCalL 

You dorft have to be a genius to see how much youH save. 
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